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NEWSLETTER 

ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

CHRIST THE 
KING 

Readings for this & next Sunday  

1st Reading; Ezekiel 34; 11-12, 15-17,  

Psalm 22; 1-3, 5-6 responsive v 1  

2nd Reading - Corinthians 15: 20-26, 28 

Gospel – Mathew 25; 31-46 

1st Reading; Isaiah 63; 16-17, 64;1, 3-8,  

Psalm 79; 2-3, 15-16, 18-19 responsive v 4  

2nd Reading - Corinthians 1: 3-9 

Gospel – Mathew 84;8 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

  

November 21st,  2020 

6pm  -  Pro Populo 

 

November 22nd, 2020 

9am—No Mass 

11am—  Holy Souls 

 

For weekday mass intentions 
please, see the notice board on 
the left hand side of the main 
door of the church. 

Confession  

only by appointment. 

  

Spiritual  

Communion 

Jesus! 

My God and my All 

my soul longs for thee. 

My heart yearns to 

receive thee in 

Holy Communion, come, O 

Lord. 

Bread of heaven and food of 

angels to nourish my soul 

heal my body and to rejoice 

my heart 

come most lovable friend of 

my soul, 

to inflame me with such love  

that I may never again be 
ever separated from thee. 

Amen  

CHRIST THE KING 

St John of the Cross, said, 'in the evening of life, we will be judged on love alone'. This 
love is expressed by the way we have treated others during our life here on earth. The 
marginalized, the homeless, the destitute, those in poverty, the elderly, the sick and 
housebound, the lonely, those struggling to put food on the table for their children. the 
foreigner, the prisoner. For in them Christ is present. 'I was hungry and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, I was naked and you clothed me' You and I reign 

by serving others. 

Why not start by picking one of the works of mercy and put into practice. 

         Fr. Christopher 

The Glory of Christ's Kingship 

The feast of the Kingship of Christ sets the crowning glory upon the mysteries of the life 
of Christ already commemorated during the year...The faithful, moreover, will gain much 
strength and courage, enabling them to form their lives after the true Christian ideal. If to 
Christ our Lord is given all power in heaven and on earth, if all people, purchased by his 
Precious Blood, are by a new right subjected to his dominion, it must be clear that not 
one of our faculties is exempt from his empire. He must reign in our minds, which should 
assent with perfect submission and firm belief to revealed truths and to the doctrines of 
Christ. He must reign in our wills, which should obey the laws and precepts of God above 
all things, and cleave to him alone. He must reign in our bodies which should serve as 
instruments for the interior sanctification of our souls, or to use the words of the Apostle 

Paul, as a weapon fighting on the side of God (Rm 6: 13). 

If all these truths are presented to the faithful for their consideration, they will prove a 
powerful incentive to perfection. It is our fervent desire...that those who are without the 
fold may seek after and accept the sweet yoke of Christ, and that we, who by the mercy 
of God are the household of the faith, may bear that yoke, not as a burden but with joy, 
with love, with devotion; that having lived our lives in accordance with the laws of God's 
kingdom, we may receive full measure of good fruit, and counted by Christ good and 
faithful servants, we may be rendered partakers of eternal bliss and glory with him in his 

heavenly kingdom.       Pope Pius XI 

 

Sunday 22nd November  lets pray together- “In accordance with what our 
Lord told us, may we take on the responsibility of serving the voiceless in our 

society - especially those imprisoned, the homeless, the widowed, the sick and 
the unborn. We pray for the Lord to fill our hearts with a passion for justice, 

knowing it is truly Him we are serving in our efforts. Lord hear us” 
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Advent from The Holy Land:  Faith and Art 

Pilgrimage People are offering a Course leading up to Christmas looking at faith and Art. It's an online course over four weeks 

looking at the following; 2nd December: The Basilica of the Annunciation;  9th December:   The Church of the Visitation 

16th December:  The Shepherds Fields;  23rd December:   Church of the Nativity. 

Course time: 3 pm-4 pm (The Courser will be led by an art historian from the University of Cambridge) It's run online. Cost £60 

To register your interest and for further details please contact via email info@pilgrimagepeople.org or alternatively you can call 

them on 0800612 3423 

I recommend that you join the course and it's a good way to prepare ourselves for Christmas in these uncertainties. The monies 

raised through putting on the course goes directly to help the Christians in the Holy Land.   Thank you, Fr Christopher 

“A day lived without prayer risks being transformed into a bothersome or tedious experience. Everything 
that happens to us could turn into a badly endured and blind fate for us…Prayer is primarily listening and 
encountering God. The problems of everyday life, then, do not become obstacles, but appeals from God 
himself to listen to and encounter those who are in front of us. The trials of life thus change into opportu-
nities to grow in faith and charity. The daily journey, including hardships, acquires the perspective of a 
“vocation.” Prayer has the power to transform into good what in life would otherwise be a sentence; pray-
er has the power to open the mind to a great horizon and to broaden the heart.”  Pope Francis  

Thy kingdom come 

According to the saying of our Lord and Saviour, the kingdom of God does not come in such a way as to be seen. No one 
will say, 'Look, here it is!' or 'There it is!';  because the kingdom of God is within us. The word is very near to us; it is on our 
lips and in our heart. It is clear from this that when a man prays that God's kingdom may come, he is praying, as he should, 
for the kingdom of God which is within him, that it may rise, flourish and reach its full growth. Every saint is subject to God's 
reign and obeys the spiritual laws of God who dwells in him as in a well-governed city. The Father is present within him and 
Christ reigns with the Father in the soul which has become perfect, as he said: 'we will come to him and make our home 
with him'. 

For those of us who press forward unceasingly, the kingdom of God which is within us will reach its full completion when 
the apostle's words are fulfilled, that Christ, with all his enemies subject to him, will deliver the kingdom to God the Father 
so that God may be all in all. And so, praying unremittingly in the spirit which the Word inspires in us, let us say to the Fa-
ther who is in heaven: 'Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come'. 

 We must understand this about the kingdom of God as there is no partnership between righteousness and iniquity, no fel-
lowship of light with darkness, no accord of Christ with Belial, so the kingdom of sin cannot co-exist with the kingdom of 
God, 

If we would have God reign over us, then, sin must have no reign in our mortal body. We must put to death what is earthly 
in us and bear the fruits of the Spirit, so that God may walk in us as in a spiritual garden and reign alone in us with his 
Christ, so that Christ may be seated within us at the right hand of that spiritual power for which we pray, seated until all his 
enemies within us are made a footstool for his feet and all the principalities and authorities and powers are destroyed in us. 

This can happen in each one of us. The last enemy also, death, can be destroyed, so that Christ can say in us too 'O death, 
where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?' Now, therefore, let what is perishable in us clothe itself in holiness 
and imperishability, let what is mortal put on the Father's immortality when death has been destroyed, so that God may 
reign over us and we may live even now amid the blessings of rebirth and resurrection.     
        From the book of Origen On Prayer 

Sacramental Program inn the next Academic Year which commences in September. 

First Holy Communion: ..  The Parents Meeting will be on 3rd December 20 at 7 pm. in the Church.  

Conformation: Those who have applied will be contacted shortly. 

Baptism: The course will be on Wednesday, 2nd December at 7pm on Zoom. Both parents have to be present.. If you are inter-
ested in doing the course, please, drop the email to give us your email (that is essential to receive an invitation to join the 
course). You also have to come to the office  to pick up the Baptismal Pack and to pay a fee of £10 payable on receiving the 

pack.  

mailto:info@pilgrimagepeople.org
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Dear Christopher  
 
Thank you for contacting me about this important matter. 
 
On 31 October the Prime Minister announced that, in an effort to limit the spread of covid-19, there will be a four-week lock-
down across England (from Thursday 5 November). On 4 November, MPs voted on the Government’s new restrictions. I be-
lieve it is necessary to now implement measures to help slow the spread of the virus. However, I remain concerned that unless 
this lockdown is used by the Government as an opportunity to change strategy it will arguably not be enough to address the 
current crisis and we risk being stuck in a cycle of lockdowns for many months to come. 
 
The Government’s own advisors, the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) warned the government in mid-
September that the country faced a “very large epidemic with catastrophic consequences” unless it took urgent action and im-
plemented national measures including a circuit breaker. I worry at the consequences of the Government not acting on this 
warning at the time - instead delaying action by many weeks. Experts continue to argue that any route out of this health crisis 
requires an effective Test, Trace, Isolate and Support system and warn that we still do not currently have one because rather 
than putting the NHS and trusted local health experts in charge the Government decided to outsource to the private sector. 
 
I recognise how difficult adhering to the existing restrictions has been for people. However, it is increasingly clear that it is not 
possible to live safely with this virus and as such, I have advocated for the adoption of a “zero covid” strategy, as countries 
such as New Zealand have successfully done. This would involve measures such as a target to reduce the number of new 
covid-19 cases week on week, screening at transport hubs, and acceleration of the development of a comprehensive locally 
led but nationally supported test, track and isolate programme in England. Many argue that this would be the best way to get 
back to our normal lives as quickly as possible, while protecting people’s health and livelihoods. 
 
Unfortunately, the Government’s approach still has many inconsistencies. Under the latest Government advice for the lock-
down places of worship will be closed. However, unlike during the lockdown in the spring, the second lockdown will not involve 
the closure of schools and universities. This is despite the final October update from the Office for National Statistics Corona-
virus Infection Survey finding that “older teenagers and young adults continue to have the highest current rates while rates ap-
pear to be steeply increasing among secondary school children.” I therefore support the calls from the National Education Un-
ion (NEU) for schools to be included in the lockdown. Kevin Courtney, Joint General Secretary of the NEU, has argued that “it 
is clear from ONS data that schools are an engine for virus transmission” and that “it would be self-defeating for the Govern-
ment to impose a national lockdown, whilst ignoring the role of schools as a major contributor to the spread of the virus.” The 
NEU has also criticised the Government’s updated guidance (4 November) for the second national lockdown, detailing new 
requirements for face coverings amongst other measures, for coming at “the eleventh hour” and continue to argue for “ways to 
break transmission networks in schools and colleges” and that “much more needs to be done to make schools and colleges 
safe.” 
 
I am also in agreement with employers’ organisations and trade unions that the Government must extend its support for busi-
nesses and workers. Whilst it is welcomed that the furlough scheme will now be extended across the UK until the end of March 
2021, I remain concerned at what many argue to be the limited financial support people have received and that millions have 
been left without support altogether, including many freelancers, self-employed people and people who run small businesses. I 
am aware that the campaign group ExcludedUK estimates that millions of workers have been excluded from Government sup-
port to date, and continue to join their call for an end to the disparities incovid-19 support packages that they argue are current-
ly excluding millions of people across the UK, potentially putting livelihoods and businesses at risk. 
 
I have been inspired by the way people in Poplar and Limehouse have come together during this crisis to support one another. 
I will continue to do everything possible, in Parliament and beyond to campaign for people to get the support necessary to keep 
them and their families safe, and to protect livelihoods. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Apsana Begum MP 
Member of Parliament for Poplar and Limehouse 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

You will see a letter form Apsana Begum MP in response to my concern over closing places of worship.   



Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk; https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  
 

Fr Christopher Silva 

Parish Priest,  

 

Mrs Katherine Woznicka 

Parish Secretary 

 

The office may be contacted by phone: 

Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:   loose:  £35.00 envelopes:  £119.50 total: £154.50   

 Standing orders in October £2468.00  Sick & Retired Priest Fund: £260.00  

 

As a charity we rely on your donations only. As you have not been allowed to come to the church , we only were receiving donations set 
up as standing orders. We will be grateful for your financial support when you are back.  

Your new sets of gift aided envelopes are available for collection before/after  any mass or from the office.  

Alternatively you could sent your donation by bank. Parish account is on Parish Web. 

 

 Thank you for your Generosity  WRCDT Charity No: 233699 

NEW PARISHIONERS — Please fill in a “Registration Form” from the Church porch and hand it in to the Office or to the Parish 

Priest. 
BLESSING OF HOMES — Contact the Parish Secretary to book a date and time. 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND — Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange for a visit from the Caring & 
Sharing Group. 
BAPTISMS — Parents must attend a 2-session Baptism Formation Program (during pregnancy or after birth) – Next baptismal 
course’s date will be on Wednesday, 2nd December at 7pm on Zoom  but all places are now taken. The one after that  - two 
weeks later. Please, drop an email to the  office to reserve your space and to give us your email as you will be invited by your 

email to join the session. Please, note that all baptism will be on a Saturday  morning/afternoon only at present. 

WEDDINGS — Contact the Parish Priest by email or letter, even if you wish to be married elsewhere. Please give full names, 
contact details, religion of each party and whether or note either of you has been married before. The Church normally requires 
six months notice of weddings. 
WHAT HAPPENS IF I GO INTO HOSPITAL? — If you are admitted as a patient, please ensure the Chaplains’ Office is informed 
you would like to be visited by a Catholic Minister. This has to be done by you or a relative. 
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS — The Parish is completely committed to the protection from 
abuse of all children and vulnerable adults in its care. The Parish Protection Officer is Mrs Diane Winship and she should be con-
tacted directly on 07799-414-806 if you have cause for concern. The Diocesan Protection Officer may be contacted on 020-7798-
9350/07803-634-236, by email to arianna.sommariva@rcdow.org.uk or at Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SW1P 1QN. 
NEWSLETTER — You can always download it from our website. https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  
LOOP SYSTEM —The Church is fitted with “Loop” sound systems – please switch to ‘T’. 
TEXT GIVING — Simply type: Parish (then space) then MILLW. Send it to 70800. Click send. £5 will be added to your mobile 
phone bill, as a donation to the parish.  

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS Those parishioners who for medical reasons can only take Gluten Free as per their diet. We 
here at St Edmund's have Gluten Free Hosts. Should you require, see Fr. Christopher before Mass, so he could con-

ST EDMUND’S 

 PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Westferry Road, Millwall E14 3RS 

020 7987 2546 

BISHOP CHALLONER  

COLLEGIATE SCHOOLS 

Commercial Road, London E1 0AB 

020 7791 9500 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/

