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NEWSLETTER ALL SAINTS

The Nicene Creed

The Nicene Creed is the foundation statement of the Catholic faith developed at the Council of Nicaea in (325AD) and
at Constantinople in (381AD). To define the core beliefs, the divinity of Jesus and the nature of the Trinity. It affirms
our belief in one God in three co-equal persons-The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit-and it outlines the Incarna-
tion, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. It also contains the belief in one holy Catholic (universal)
Church, one baptism for the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection of the dead.

The Trinity God the Father The Creed begins by affirming as the almighty creator of heaven and earth.

Jesus Christ (God the Son) Jesus is the ‘only-begotten Son of God’, ‘true God from true God’, and ‘of the same
substance’ (consubstantial) as the Father. The creed was formulated to refute those who denied Jesus’ divinity.

Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit is the Lord and ‘giver of life’, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, and adored
and glorified with them. The Holy Spirit inspired the prophets.

The Incarnation and Redemption Incarnation
The Holy Spirit, through the Virgin Mary, caused the Son of God to become incarnate and assume human form.
Crucifixion and Resurrection

Jesus was crucified under Pontius Pilate, died, and was buried. On the third day, he rose from the dead, and later as-
cended into heaven, where he is seated at the right hand of the Father.

Future Judgment

Jesus will return to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

The Church and Sacraments

One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church

Catholics believe in one universal Church that is holy and founded on the apostles’ teaching.

One Baptism:

The Creed affirms one baptism for the forgiveness of sins, which is the gateway to membership in the Christian Com-
munity.

Resurrection of the Dead:

The Creed concludes with the belief in the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen
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Let us make haste to our brothers: they await us

Of what profit to the saints are our prayers and honour we pay them? Of what use is this feast day? Of
what use to them are honours paid on earth when our Father in heaven, fulfilling the truth of his Son’s
promise, has raised them to glory? Our songs of praise do not avail them nor do they need our honours,
nor anything our service can offer. Surely we are the ones to benefit, when we venerate their memory. |
confess that at the thought of them I am consumed by a loving desire to be with them.

The first wish, then, which the memory of the saints inspires in us and urges us to achieve is that we
should enjoy their hoped-for company, striving to deserve to be fellow-citizens with and members of the
household of the spirits of the blessed; to take our place in the gathering of the patriarchs and the ranks of
the prophets; to be at home in the assembly of the apostles and in the numerous hosts of the martyrs; wel-
come in the college of confessors and the choirs of virgins; in a word, to be united in the communion of all
the saints. The Church of the first Christians in its glory awaits us, and we turn aside; the saints lovingly
call us and we make little of it; the host of the redeemed look for us and we are not interested.

Brothers, at long last let us shake of our torpor and rise with Christ to seek the things that are above, to set
our minds on the things above. Let us love those who love us, hasten to those who awaits us, and with our
prayers come into the presence of those who are looking for us. Our hope then should be not only for fel-
lowship with the saints but also for a share in their joy, so that by our unremitting efforts we may share to
the glory of those whose presence we long for. This ambition at least is harmless; there is no peril in striv-
ing for this glory.

The second wish that inspires us when we commemorate the saints is; that Christ, who is our life, may
manifest himself to us as he did to them, and that we may be made manifest with him in glory. Mean-
while, of course, Christ our head is displayed, not as he truly is, but as he became for us; not crowned with
glory but with thorns of our sins. Would it not be shameful for a member to live pampered, when the head
is crowned with thorns, when the purple cloak is put upon him not in honour but in mockery? When Christ
comes again his death will no longer be proclaimed, and we shall know that we also have died and that our
life is hid in him. Our head will appear in glory, and with him his glorified members will shine out; that is,
when he will change our lowly body to be like the head, which is himself.

So, let us strive to attain this glory with a passionate desire and an ambition that is entirely praiseworthy.
And, that we may lawfully hope for it and reach our for such blessedness, the prayers of the saints are em-
inently desirable, that what we cannot attain by our own unaided efforts may be granted to us through their
intercession.

Taken form the sermons of St Bernard

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR THOSE
WHO HAVE DIED

It is a tradition in the Church that November should be a time when we pray particularly for the souls
of the faithful departed.

One of the ways we pray for the dead is to prepare a list of all the people special to us who have died
and put that list in to the parish, asking everyone to pray for them. The result is that we are all praying

for each other’s dead friends and relatives.

If you wish to put forward a list of people you would like the community to pray for, write

out the list (using, if you wish, the special lavender coloured paper provided) and put it in

one of the Holy Souls envelopes you will find in the lobby of the church. If you wish to

make an offering, put the money also in the envelope; this money will be used to fund N\~
Mass intentions for Holy Souls during the coming year. Either hand the envelope to me, )
or to our Sacristans, or into the collection basket at Mass.
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JESUIT REFUGEE Please, see the invitation from our friends from Docklands Singers for a beautiful concert.

SERVICE ADVENT
SERVICE
AND RECEPTION

Monday 1st December,
7:00pm — Farm Street
Church, W1K 3AH
As we begin our prepa-
rations for Advent and
reflect on the Holy Fami-
ly’s flight into exile, join
the Jesuit Refugee Ser-
vice for an evening of
carols and a special per-
formance by their refu-
gee music group.

Thank you and warmest
wishes,

Eileen Cole

Senior Communications
and Development Officer

Jesuit Refugee Service
UK

Hurtado Jesuit Centre - 2
Chandler Street - London -
E1W 2QT

T: 020 7488 7310 | M:
07811 606748

The Catechetical Program 2025-2026

Application Forms are still available directly from Fr Christopher, please, see him after any mass
or during a week in his office

Confirmation:

If you are in year 9, and wish to make your Confirmation, the course will be held at 4pm- every Satur-
day. The start date will be announced shortly. Deadline for applications - Monday 3. November 2025.

First Holy Communions:

Should you wish to have your child make their First Holy Communion (from your 3 onwards), please see
Fr Christopher. Once you get the form, fill it in and hand one part into the parish office. The part with in-
formation for parents should be cut off by you and read properly as it contains important information
about the course. The dates of the course will be announced shortly.

Deadline for applications - Monday 3. November 2025




Diocese of Westminster

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk; https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/

Fr Christopher Silva
Parish Priest,
Mrs Katherine Woznicka

Parish Administrator
The office may be contacted by phone:
Monday to Friday 9am-2pm
Closed on Bank Holidays
Mrs Diane Winship - Safeguarding Representative
Mr Tomasz Daszkiewicz - Data Protection
Parish Officer

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS:
loose: £376.00 envelopes: £175.00 contactless collection last weekend: £334.00  total: £885.00
Standing orders in January- £3982, in February- £1883, in March - £2576
in April - £2638, in May- £2394, in June- £2085, in July- £2956, in August—£2016,

As a Charity, we rely on your weekly donations. We will be grateful for your financial support. Your New offertory enve-
lopes will be available at the end of March for collection after Mass or from the parish office. If you wish to have an offertory enve-
lope, then give your details to the parish office, where a new box of envelopes will be made available to you. Alternatively, you could

make your donation via bank transfer. The parish account is on our website.
WRCDT CHARITY NO: 233699

Thank you for your Generosity

We have created a specified fund for utility bills and we encourage you to give specified donations towards
our utility bills. As we need to share our general donation with the diocese, we find it difficult to meet our parish
ends. Your donations towards a specified fund let us keep 100% of the money in our parish. If you give by a card,
just chose: utility bills on the screen, if you transfer by bank: type ‘utility bills’ in description, or you can give mon-
ey in a prepared envelope that can be find on the table in the church’s lobby.

If you pay taxes, please, fill out the Gift Aid form (do not hesitate to ask any question you have). Thank you.

ATTENTION,
PUT THIS DATE INOT YOUR DIARY

Tickets will be available from next weekend,
after mass or from the office on weekdays.

Join US FOR AN

pADVENT
GET TOGETHER

KiDS ACTIVITIES.FUN.FOODS.

SUNDAY, 30TH NOv 2025

The fun will start after 11am mass till 2pm
at St Edmund’s RC Church *

Can You Help Guide Our Young Faithful?

We’re looking for parishioners who feel called to
support our Baptism, First Holy Communion, or
Confirmation programmes. If you enjoy working
with children and have a heart for sharing the
faith, we’d love for you to be part of the team.
Whether you can teach, assist, or help behind the
scenes, your support would be a true blessing.
Please get in touch with the parish office if you

are interested.
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Hot dogs, mince pies, yule log

Irish coffee, mulled wine,
o hot chocolate
£ ) and more... o

—
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price: £5/adult, free for kids
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