
NEWSLETTER 

ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

33 SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY 

 TIME 

Readings for this  & next  Sunday  

1st Reading– 2 Samuel 

  5: 1-3 

 Psalm  122; 1-2.4-5. R. cf 1 

2nd Reading -  

 Colossians  1:12-20 

Gospel - Luke 23; 35-43; 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Nov 15th, 2025 

6pm  -  Sick & Retired  
  Priests  

Nov 16th, 2025 

9 am —   Sick & Retired  
  Priests  

11 am -  S Lashmar RIP 

For weekday mass intentions 
please, see the notice board on 
the left hand side of the main 
door of the church. 

 Confession on Saturday be-
tween 5.15-5.45 pm 

or by appointment. 

1st Reading -  Malachi 4:1-2 

   

Psalm  98:5-9, R  cf 9 

 

2nd Reading - 2 Thessalonians 

  3:7-12, 

Gospel – Luke 21:5-19, 

16 November 2025 

A Prayer after 

Communion 

 Grant O Lord, we pray, 
that, benefiting from partic-

ipation in heavenly things. 

We may be helped by what 
you give in this present 
age and prepared for the 
gifts that are eternal. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

“We pray for the families and friends of pregnant women. That they would rec-
ognise their responsibility to care for the mother and child, and that they would 
shower them with love and support through the journey of pregnancy and be-

yond. Lord hear us”.  

 

Sick & Retired Priests Fund—Second Collection This Weekend 

It is that time again, when the appeal for our Sick & Retired Priests comes 
around. I ask for your help for this important collection, which  takes place 
on Saturday 15th  and Sunday 16th November. 

In 2024, our Diocese of Westminster provided care for 73 retired priests, at 
a cost of £1,270,000. The number of our priests over the age of 65 is steadi-
ly increasing, and caring for our priests in their senior years, or at times of 
illness, is a fundamental part of the mission of the diocese. 

Whilst the diocese works with the NHS and local authorities to ensure 
funding gaps are met, the diocese still rely heavily on the generosity of the 
parishioners who each year contribute to this worthy fund. 

I thank you for your continued generosity to the Sick & Retired Priests 
Fund. Do please remember our sick & retired priests, and I thank you for 
your continued generosity. May God bless you all. Fr Christopher 

St Edmund of Abingdon—our Patron Saint  

Edmund Rich was born in 1180 in Abingdon, Oxfordshire. He studied in the New Universities 
of Oxford and Paris. He returned to Oxford in 1214 and became Professor of Philosophy. He 
was a pioneer of Scholasticism, and in addition a significant biblical scholar. St Edmund Hall, 

in Oxford, is named after him. 

In 1233, after some 11 years as Treasurer at Salisbury, he was appointed Archbishop of 
Canterbury. He undertook a considerable programme of reform during his time as Archbish-
op, asserting the authority of the bishop within the Church and the independence of the 

Church from the state. 

His work aroused opposition, not least from the King. It was while on a journey to Rome on 

appeal against the King that Edmund died, at Soissy on November 16th,  1240. 

He was buried at Pontigny, and was canonised, only 6years later, in 1246 

St Edmund of Abingdon, pray for us. Amen  



1 6  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 5  Page 2  

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 

It is a tradition in the Church that November should be a time when we pray particularly for the souls of the faithful de-

parted. 

One of the ways we pray for the dead is to prepare a list of all the people special to us who have died and put that list in 
to the parish, asking everyone to pray for them. The result is that we are all praying for each other’s dead friends and 

relatives. 

If you wish to put forward a list of people you would like the community to pray for, write out the list (using, if 
you wish, the special lavender coloured paper provided) and put it in one of the Holy Souls envelopes you 

will find in the lobby of the church. If you wish to make an offering, put the money also in the envelope; 
this money will be used to fund Mass intentions for Holy Souls during the coming year. Either hand 

the envelope to me, or to our Sacristans, or into the collection basket at Mass. 

We must not resist his first coming and then we need not fear his second. 

‘Then shall all the trees of the wood sing for joy before the Lord, for he comes, for he comes to judge the earth.’ First he came, 
and afterwards he will come again. On the first occasion these words of his resounded in the gospel: ‘And then you will see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds’. What does the word ‘then’ mean here? Surely the Lord will come in later days when all the 
peoples of the earth shall beat their breasts? First he came in the person of his preaches and he has filled the whole earth. We 

must not resist his first coming and there we shall not have cause to dread his second coming. 

What then ought the Christian to do? He should make use of the world, and be its salve. What does that mean?-that those who 
possess the world should act as though they did not. In the words of Saint Paul: ‘Brethren, the appointed time has grown very 
short: from now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, and  those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who buy as though they had no goods, and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings 
with it. For the form of this world is passing away. I want you to be  free from anxieties’. The man who is free from anxieties waits 
for the coming of his Lord without fear. What sort of love of Christ is it to be afraid of his coming? Brethren, are we not ashamed 
that we love him and yet fear his coming? Do we really love him or do we love our sins more? We should hate our sins and love 
him who is going to come to punish our sins. He will come. Whether we like it or not. The fact that he has not come yet is no 
reason to think that he will not come. He will come, but when it will be you do not know. If he finds you ready, it is no disad-

vantage that you do not know. 

‘And all the trees of the wood shall sing for joy.’ He came first, and afterwards he will come to judge the earth. Those who be-

lieved his first coming he will find singing for joy that he comes. 

‘He will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with his truth’. What do ‘righteousness’ and ‘truth’ mean? He wil l 
gather together to himself his elect for judgment, but the rest he will separate apart. Some he will place on his right hand, some 
on his left. What is fairer, what is more right than that those who were unwilling to show mercy before the judge came should not 
look for mercy at his hand? Those placed on his right hand will hear the words: ‘Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the king-
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world’. I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink’, and so on. 

Again, what guilt is ascribed to those placed on his left hand? They are accused of having been unwilling to show mercy. What 
will be their fate except to depart into the eternal fire? That dread sentence will cause great wailing, but what do you read in an-
other psalm? ‘The righteous will be remembered for ever; he will not be afraid of evil tidings.’ ‘Evil tidings’ here means, ‘Depart 
from me  into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels’. The man who rejoices in good tidings will not be afraid of evil 

tidings. That is justice and right. 

Because you are unjust, shall the judge not be just? Because you are a liar, shall not the Truth speak the truth? If you want to 

find the judge merciful, be merciful yourself before he comes. Forgive if anyone offends against you. Give from your riches, 
From whose riches do you give except from his? If you gave from your own riches it would be bounty, but if you give 

from his, it is only a repayment. 

For what have you that you did not receive? The most pleasing sacrifice to God are mercy, humility, confession, 
peace, love. If we bring these things to God, then we shall await without fear the coming of the judge who will judge 

the world with righteousness and the peoples with his truth.    St Augustine on the Psalms. 
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The Catechetical Program 2025-2026 

Confirmation & First Communion  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: PARENTS’ MEETING—3rd of December 2025 at 6pm in  our  hall. 

Opportunity to buy books needed for the course—2 books—£20 each. 

CONFIRMATION COURSE : all sessions start at  4.30 pm 

 

Please, see the invitation from our friends from Docklands Singers for a beautiful concert. JESUIT REFUGEE  

SERVICE ADVENT 

 SERVICE  

AND RECEPTION 

 

Monday 1st December, 
7:00pm – Farm Street 

Church, W1K 3AH 
As we begin our prepa-
rations for Advent and 

reflect on the Holy Fami-
ly’s flight into exile, join 
the Jesuit Refugee Ser-
vice for an evening of 

carols and a special per-
formance by their refu-

gee music group. 

  

  

Thank you and warmest 
wishes, 

 

Eileen Cole 

Senior Communications and 
Development Officer  

Jesuit Refugee Service UK   

Hurtado Jesuit Centre · 2 
Chandler Street · London · 
E1W 2QT  

T: 020 7488 7310 │ M: 
07811 606748 

22nd Nov 2025 Session 1 

29th Nov 2025 Session 2 

6th Dec 2025 Session 3 

13th Dec 2025 Session 4 

10th Jan 2026 Session 5 

17th Jan 2026 Session 6 

24th Jan 2026 Session 7 

31st Jan 2026 Session 8 

28th Feb 2026 Session 10 

7th Mar 2026 Session 11 

14th Mar 2026 Session 12 

21st Mar 2026 Session 13 



LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:   
loose:  £384.00 envelopes:  £180.00 contactless collection last weekend: £323.00 total: £887.00 

 Second Collection for Missio—£538.90 

 As a Charity, we rely on your weekly donations. We will be grateful for your financial support. Your New offertory enve-
lopes will be available at the end of March for collection after Mass or from the parish office. If you wish to have an offertory enve-
lope, then give your details to the parish office, where a new box of envelopes will be made available to you. Alternatively, you could 

make your donation via bank transfer. The parish account is on our website.  

WRCDT CHARITY NO: 233699 

 Thank you for your Generosity   

   

Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk; https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  

 

Fr Christopher Silva 

Parish Priest,  

Mrs Katherine Woznicka 

Parish Administrator 

The office may be contacted by phone: 

Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

Mrs Diane Winship - Safeguarding Representative 

Mr Tomasz Daszkiewicz - Data Protection 

Parish Officer  

We have created a specified fund for utility bills and we  encourage you to give specified donations towards 
our utility bills. As we need to share our general donation with the diocese, we find it difficult to meet our parish 
ends. Your donations towards a specified fund let us keep 100% of the money in our parish. If you give by a card, 

just chose: utility bills on the screen, if you transfer by bank: type ‘utility bills’ in description,  or you can give mon-
ey in a prepared  envelope that can be find on the table in the church’s lobby. 

If you pay taxes, please, fill out the Gift Aid form (do not hesitate to ask any question you have). Thank you. 

Can You Help Guide Our Young Faithful? 

We’re looking for parishioners who feel called to 
support our Baptism, First Holy Communion, or 
Confirmation programmes. If you enjoy working 
with children and have a heart for sharing the 
faith, we’d love for you to be part of the team. 
Whether you can teach, assist, or help behind the 
scenes, your support would be a true blessing. 
Please get in touch with the parish office if you 

are interested. 

ATTENTION,  

PUT THIS DATE INOT YOUR DIARY 

Tickets are now  available after mass or from 
the office on weekdays. 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/

