
NEWSLETTER 

ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, KING OF 

THE UNIVERSE 

Readings for this  & next  Sunday  

1st Reading– 2 Samuel 

  5: 1-3 

 Psalm  122; 1-2.4-5. R. cf 1 

2nd Reading -  

 Colossians  1:12-20 

Gospel - Luke 23; 35-43; 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Nov 23rd, 2025 

6pm  -  Pro Populo  

Nov 24th, 2025 

9 am —   Holy Souls  

11 am -  Joan Lockwood  
  RIP 

For weekday mass intentions 
please, see the notice board on 
the left hand side of the main 
door of the church. 

 Confession on Saturday be-
tween 5.15-5.45 pm 

or by appointment. 

 

1st Reading -  Isaiah 2:1-5 

   

Psalm  122; 1-2, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 

   R  cf 1 

2nd Reading - Romans 1 

  3; 11-14, 

Gospel – Matthew 24: 37-44, 

23 November 2025 

A Prayer after 

Communion 

 Grant O Lord, we pray, 
that, benefiting from partic-

ipation in heavenly things. 

We may be helped by what 
you give in this present 
age and prepared for the 
gifts that are eternal. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

“As we contemplate the kingship of Christ, we ask that He rule each of our  

hearts. We pray that He guides the hearts of parliamentarians to protect  

all human life, especially the most vulnerable: the unborn and the dying.  

Lord hear us”. 

The Season Of Advent 

During Advent the liturgy allows us to follow very closely in the footsteps of the Virgin Mary. 

In the Gospel, we see how great Mary’s faith was and how it continued to grow throughout this time of 
waiting. Her Yes to God deepened everyday from the Annunciation to the Crib, as she cooperated with an 
ever greater offering of herself to God’s plan of salvation. 

We also discover Mary’s Hope, ‘Nothing is impossible with God’ ( Luke1). This is the mystery of Hope: 
we accept that we are poor, we accept we need a Saviour. The Church must always accept to be a Church 
that moves forward, that hopes, and that looks only to Jesus, that relies only on Him, that is the mystery of 
Mary and her Hope. 

The Virgin Mary comes to show us that it is only through love that we can truly await the coming of Jesus. 
Jesus wants to come to us, he wants to return at the end of time because of the intensity of the charity tied 
in the hearts of men, in each of our hearts. Advent is the time of conversion, a time when the Virgin Mary 
teaches us how to live in interior conversion in our faith, hope and charity. She desires to help us grow in 
our faith, so that our faith is pure, and constantly nourished by the Word of God. We learn from Mary to 
live a radical conversion of our hope, understanding evermore profoundly our need to be saved, and our 
need of the presence of Jesus in our hearts and in our suffering world. Advent invites us to love Jesus and 
neighbours with a more compassionate and tender hearted love. So let us wait for Jesus by keeping watch 
in prayer and by loving one another. 

Let us be part of that Church which awaits the coming of Jesus with great hope during this Advent season, 
so that wherever we are, we can hasten Jesus’ return with a burning faith, a conquering Hope and an ever-
victorious charity!          Sister Anastasia 

Sick & Retired Priests Fund 

Thank you for so generously supporting the Sick & Retired Priest’s Fund Collection last 
weekend. Our priests give us years of dedicated service and it is only right that, together, 
we ensure they live out their days with dignity and the care they need. If you didn’t get 
the chance to donate, it not too late. Envelopes are still available at the back of the 
church or from the parish office, and you can give online at www.rcdow.org.uk/
donations. Thank you again. Please, keep our sick and retired priests in your prayers.  

We will announce the final amount  in our Newsletter next week. 
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MESSAGE OF THE HOLY FATHER LEO XIV FOR THE 40th WORLD YOUTH DAY 

  “You also are my witnesses, because you have been with me” (Jn 15:27). 

Dear young people,  As I begin my first message to you, I would like to say thank you! Thank you for the joy you 
brought when you came to Rome for your Jubilee, and thank you to all the young people who were united to us through their pray-
er from every part of the world. It was a precious moment for renewing our enthusiasm for the faith and sharing the hope that burns 
in our hearts! Rather than being an isolated event, I hope the Jubilee encounter marks for each of you a step forward in Christian 
life and a strong encouragement to persevere in witnessing to your faith. 
That same dynamic is at the heart of the next World Youth Day, which we will celebrate on 23 November, Solemnity of Christ the 
King, with the theme: “You also are my witnesses, because you have been with me” (Jn 15:27). As pilgrims of hope, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, we prepare ourselves to become courageous witnesses of Christ. Let us begin a journey that will lead us to the 
international World Youth Day in Seoul in 2027. With this in mind, I would like to focus on two aspects of witness: our friendship 
with Jesus, which we receive from God as a gift, and our commitment to be builders of peace in society. 
Friends, therefore witnesses  Christian witness arises from friendship with the Lord, who was crucified and rose for the salva-
tion of all. This witness is not to be confused with ideological propaganda, for it is an authentic principle of interior transformation 
and social awareness. Jesus chose to call his disciples “friends.” He made known to them the Kingdom of God, asked them to re-
main with him, to become his community, and sent them to proclaim the Gospel (cf. Jn 15:15, 27). So when Jesus tells us, “Be 
witnesses,” he is assuring us that he considers us as his friends. He alone fully knows who we are and why we are here; young 
people, he knows your heart, your indignation in the face of discrimination and injustice, your desire for truth and beauty, for joy 
and peace. Through his friendship, he listens to you, motivates you, and guides you, calling each of you to a new life. The gaze of 
Jesus, who always wants nothing but our good, precedes us (cf. Mk 10:21). He does not want us to be servants, nor “activists” of a 
political party; he calls us to be with him as friends, so that our lives may be renewed. And witness arises spontaneously from the 
joyful newness of this friendship. It is a unique friendship that grants us communion with God, a faithful friendship that helps us 
discover our dignity and that of others, an eternal friendship that not even death can destroy, because the risen and crucified Lord 
is its source. 
Let us consider the message the Apostle John gives us at the end of the fourth Gospel: “This is the disciple who is bearing w itness 
to these things, and who has written these things; and we know that his testimony is true” (Jn 21:24). The entire preceding account 
is summarized as a “testimony,” full of gratitude and wonder, from a disciple who never reveals his name, but calls himself “the 
disciple whom Jesus loved.” This title reflects a relationship: it is not the name of an individual, but the testimony of a personal bond 
with Christ. That is what really matters to John: being a disciple of the Lord and feeling loved by him. We understand, then,  that 
Christian witness is the fruit of a relationship of faith and love with Jesus, in whom we find the salvation of our lives. What the Apos-
tle John writes also refers to you, dear young people. You are invited by Christ to follow him and sit beside him, to listen to his heart 
and share closely in his life! Each one of you is a “beloved disciple” for him, and from this love comes the joy of witness.  Another 
courageous witness to the Gospel is the Precursor of Jesus, John the Baptist, who cam e “to bear witness to the light, that all might 
believe through him” (Jn 1:7). Although he enjoyed great fame among the people, he knew well that he was only a “voice” pointing 
to the Savior when he exclaimed, “Behold, the Lamb of God” (Jn 1:36). His example reminds us that true witnesses do not seek to 
occupy the center stage, nor to bind their followers to themselves. True witnesses are humble and inwardly free, above all from 
themselves, that is, from the pretense of being the center of attention. Therefore, they are free to listen, to understand, and also to 
speak the truth to everyone, even in the presence of those who are powerful. From John the Baptist, we learn that Christian wit-
ness is neither a proclamation of ourselves nor a celebration of our spiritual, intellectual or moral abilities. True witness is recogniz-
ing and pointing to Jesus when he appears, as he is the only one who saves us. John recognized him among sinners, immersed in 
common humanity. To that end, Pope Francis insisted so often that if we do not go beyond ourselves and our comfort zones, if we 
do not go to the poor and those who feel excluded from the Kingdom of God, we cannot encounter Christ and bear witness to him. 
We lose the sweet joy of being evangelized and of evangelizing. 
Dear friends, I invite each of you to continue to individuate Jesus’ friends and witnesses in the Bible. As you read the Gospel, you 
will find that they all discovered the true meaning of life through their living relationship with Christ. Indeed, our deepest questions 
are not heard or answered by endlessly scrolling on our cell phones, which captures our attention but leaves us with tired minds 
and empty hearts. This search will not take us far if we keep it closed within ourselves or in narrow confinements. The fulfi llment of 
our authentic desires always comes through going beyond ourselves. 
Witnesses, therefore missionaries In this way, dear young people, with the help of the Holy Spirit, you can become mis-
sionaries of Christ in the world. Many of your peers are exposed to violence, forced to use weapons, separated from their loved 
ones, and compelled to migrate or flee. Many lack education and other essential goods. All share with you the search for meaning 
and the insecurity that accompanies it, the discomfort of growing social and work pressures, the difficulty of dealing with family cri-
ses, the painful feeling of a lack of opportunities, as well as the remorse for mistakes they have made. You can stand alongside 
other young people, walk with them and show that God, in Jesus, has drawn close to each person. As Pope Francis often said, 
“Christ shows that God is closeness, compassion and tender love” (Encyclical Letter Dilexit nos, 35). 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/events/event.dir.html/content/vaticanevents/en/2025/8/3/giubileo-giovani.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/20241024-enciclica-dilexit-nos.html
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BAPTISMS Parents who wish to have their child baptised,  are advised to come to see me first and make no plans until after 

they have completed the Baptism Course. They need to make an appointment by contacting Katherine at the office on mill-
wall@rcdow.org.uk. Once I recognize them as practising Catholics, they need to buy a baptismal pack (£10/cash). The next step 

would be to complete  the baptism course that we run every other month.  

The date  of baptism can be booked with Katherine (Parish Office) but it has to be confirmed in writing. It’s a requirement of Can-

non Law (Church Law) that each child must have godparents;  one has to be male and the other female. 

A godparent is defined as a confirmed practicing Catholic. That is why we require a reference form his/her parish priest that they 
meet the requirement-that they are attending Mass regularly. Although the maximum number of godparents is set at two, families 
could have additional people whose standing is that of ‘witness to the baptism’. During the baptism, we don’t distinguish between 
godparents and witnesses, but only the names of the godparents will be inserted in the baptism register and in the baptism certif-

icate.  

Equally, baptised Christians from other denominations may participate as witnesses to the baptism, but they cannot participate 

as godparents. Members of other faiths or none cannot serve as either godparents or as witnesses to the baptism. 

Both parents and godparents, as part of the baptism, must make a declaration of faith. Prior to the baptism could we ask that you 
go through beforehand and ascertain you both can honestly make it? In all probability, if anyone has a problem with any part of it, 
the problem lies in understanding what is meant rather than with the article of faith itself-do contact me to discuss it well before 
the baptism. The unpleasant thing you could do is start your child’s relationship with God by affirming in His presence to some-

thing you don’t believe. 

We don’t charge for baptism but we ask  families to make a contribution to defray the cost by given a donation in the range of 

£50-100, with others giving more.  

Baptisms here at St Edmunds would take place on Saturday’s at 11am or at any Mass.  

The next Baptismal Course for parents who want to baptised the child will be on Friday, 12 December at 7pm 

on Zoom. If you are interested - start the process by emailing the office asap.  Fr. Christopher 

Granted, it is not always easy to bear witness. In the Gospels, we often find tension between acceptance and rejection of Jesus: 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (Jn 1:5). Similarly, the disciple-witness experiences 
rejection firsthand and sometimes even violent opposition. The Lord does not hide this painful reality: “If they persecuted me, 
they will persecute you” (Jn 15:20). However, it becomes an opportunity to put into practice the greatest commandment: “Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Mt 5:44). That is what the martyrs have done since the beginning of the 
Church. 
Dear young people, this is not a story that belongs only to the past. To this day, in many places around the world, Christians and 
people of good will suffer persecution, deceit and violence. Perhaps this painful experience has marked you as well, and you 
may have been tempted to react instinctively by putting yourselves on the same level as those who have rejected you, adopting 
aggressive attitudes. But let us recall the wise advice of Saint Paul: “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” 
(Rom 12:21). 
So do not be discouraged: like the saints, you too are called to persevere with hope, especially in the face of difficulties and ob-
stacles. 
Fraternity as a bond of peace From friendship with Christ, which is a gift of the Holy Spirit within us, there arises a way of 
life that bears the character of fraternity. Young people who have encountered Christ bring the “warmth” and “flavor” of fraternity 
wherever they go, and anyone who comes into contact with them is drawn into a new and profound dimension, made up of self-
less closeness, sincere compassion and genuine tenderness. The Holy Spirit enables us to see our neighbor with new eyes: in 
the other person there is a brother, a sister! 
The witness of fraternity and peace that friendship with Christ awakens in us casts off indifference and spiritual laziness, helping 
us to overcome closed-mindedness and suspicion. It also builds bonds between us, urging us to work together, from volunteer-
ism to “political charity,” to build new living conditions for all. Do not follow those who use the words of faith to divide;  instead, 
make plans to remove inequalities and reconcile divided and oppressed communities. To that end, dear friends, let us listen to 
the voice of God within us and overcome our selfishness, becoming active artisans of peace. That peace, which is a gift of the 
risen Lord (cf. Jn 20:19), will become visible in the world through the common witness of those who carry his Spirit in their hearts. 
Dear young people, in the face of the world’s sufferings and hopes, let us fix our gaze on Jesus. As he was dying on the cross, 
he entrusted the Virgin Mary to John as his mother, and John to her as her son. That ultimate gift of love is for every disciple, for 
each of us. I invite you to welcome this holy bond with Mary, a mother full of affection and understanding, and to cultivate it in 
particular by praying the Rosary. That way, in every situation of our life, we will experience that we are never alone, for as chil-
dren we are always loved, forgiven and encouraged by God. Bear witness to this joyfully! 
From the Vatican, 7 October 2025, Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the Holy Rosary   LEO PP. XIV 
 



LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:   
loose:  £284.00 envelopes:  £140.00 contactless collection last weekend: £416.00 total: £840.00 

 Second Collection for Sick & Retired Priests —will be announced next week 

 As a Charity, we rely on your weekly donations. We will be grateful for your financial support. Your New offertory enve-
lopes will be available at the end of March for collection after Mass or from the parish office. If you wish to have an offertory enve-
lope, then give your details to the parish office, where a new box of envelopes will be made available to you. Alternatively, you could 

make your donation via bank transfer. The parish account is on our website.  

WRCDT CHARITY NO: 233699 

 Thank you for your Generosity   

Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk; https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  

 

Fr Christopher Silva 

Parish Priest,  

Mrs Katherine Woznicka 

Parish Administrator 

The office may be contacted by phone: 

Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

Mrs Diane Winship - Safeguarding Representative 

Mr Tomasz Daszkiewicz - Data Protection 

Parish Officer  

ATTENTION,  

PUT THIS DATE INOT YOUR DIARY 

Tickets are now  available after mass or 
from the office on weekdays. 

The Catechetical Program 2025-2026 

Confirmation & First Communion  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: PARENTS’ MEETING—3rd of December 2025 at 6pm in  our  hall. 

Opportunity to buy books needed for the course—2 books—£20 each. 

CONFIRMATION COURSE : all sessions start at  4.30 pm 

 22nd Nov 2025 Session 1 

29th Nov 2025 Session 2 

6th Dec 2025 Session 3 

13th Dec 2025 Session 4 

10th Jan 2026 Session 5 

17th Jan 2026 Session 6 

24th Jan 2026 Session 7 

31st Jan 2026 Session 8 

28th Feb 2026 Session 10 

7th Mar 2026 Session 11 

14th Mar 2026 Session 12 

21st Mar 2026 Session 13 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/

