FIRST SUNDAY
NEWSLETTER

Alas for me, if I do not preach the gospel

We went through the villages of the new converts who received baptism a few
years ago. No Portuguese lives in these parts, which are utterly barren and pov-
erty-stricken. The native Christians are without any priest. The only thing they
know about Christianity is that they are Christians. There is no one to offer Mass J
for them; no one to teach them the Creed, the Our Father, the Hail Mary, the
commandments.

So, since I came here, I have had no rest. I have been going from village to village and every child not yet
baptised I have baptised. So I have brought redemption to a very great number of children who, as the say-
ing goes, cannot tell their right hand from their left. But the children would not let me say my office or eat
or rest till I had taught them some prayer. It was then that I really began to feel that of such is the kingdom
of heaven.

I could not reject so religious a request without myself being irreligious. I made the start with the sign of
the cross, and taught them the Apostles’ Creed, the Our Father and the Hail Mary. I saw immediately that
they were very intelligent. If only there were someone to train them in the principles of Christianity, I am
sure that they would be extremely good Christians.

Very many out here fail to become Christians simply because there is nobody available to make them
Christian. I have very often had the notion to go around the universities of Europe, and especially Paris,
and shout aloud everywhere like a madman, and to bludgeon those people who have more learning than
love, with these words, ‘Alas, what an immense number of souls are excluded from heaven through your
fault and thrust down to hell!”

If only those people devoted themselves to this care in the way they do to literature. Then they would be
able to render God and account of their doctrine and of the talents entrusted to them!

Many of them, moved by this thought, and helped by the meditations on things of God, would take pains
to hear what the Lord is speaking to them and, putting aside their own selfish desires and worldly matters,
would indeed cry from their soul: ‘Lord, here I am. What would you have me do? Send me wherever you
wish, even as far as India.’ St Francis Xavier to St Ignatius

St Francis Xavier pray for us.

“In this Season of Advent, as we expectantly wait for the Christchild to enter our
heatrts, let us pray for all expecting mothers, that they would have all they need
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Woe to the soul which has not Christ dwelling in it.

As once God was angry with the Jews and gave Jerusalem over for a spectacle to its enemies, and as those who hated them
ruled over them and there was no longer there any feast or sacrifice, so, being angry with the soul for its transgression of his
command, God handed it over to its enemies, who seduced it and utterly deformed it. Just as a house which has no matter
dwelling in it is dark, neglected and despised, and is filled with dirt and filth, so a soul which does not have its Lord feasting in
it with his angels is filled with the darkness of sin, the shame of passions and every sort of disgrace.

Alas for the street in which no one walks, in which the voice of man is not heard; it is a lurking place for wild beasts. Alas for the
soul in which the Lord does not walk and put to flight by his voice the spiritual beasts of wickedness. Alas for the house in
which its master does not dwell. Alas for the land which has no farmer to till it. Alas for the ship which has been abandoned by
its steersman: it is tossed about by the winds and the waves of the ocean, and perishes. Alas for the soul which does not have
its true steersman Christ in it: it lives in the bitter darkness of the sea and is tossed by the waves of passions. It is buffeted by
the wicked spirits as by winter tempests, and finally comes to destruction.

Alas for the soul which is without Christ to cultivate it so that it will bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. When it is deserted it be-
comes full of thorns and thistles, and finally, its harvest is not one of fruit but of destruction by fire. Alas for the soul which has
not Christ for its Lord dwelling in it, for when it is deserted and filled with the stench of passions it becomes a den of vice.

When a farmer sets out to till the ground he has to take proper tools and clothing for work in the fields: so when Christ, the
heavenly king and the true husbandman, came to humanity laid waste by sin, he clothed himself in a body and carried the
cross as his implement and cultivated the deserted soul. He pulled up the thorns and thistles of evil spirits and tore up the
weeds of sin. With fore he burnt up all the harvest of its sins. When thus he had tilled the ground of the soul with the wooden
plough of his cross, he planted in it a lovely garden of the Spirit: a garden which brings forth for God as its master the sweetest
and most delightful fruits of every sort. St Macarius

The Twofold Coming of Jesus Christ

We preach not one coming only of Christ, but a second also, far more glorious than the first. The first revealed the meaning of
his patient endurance; the second brings with it the crown of divine kingdom.

Generally speaking, everything that concerns our Lord Jesus Christ is twofold: one, of God before time began; the other, of the
Virgin in the fullness of time. His descent is twofold; one, unperceived, like the dew falling on the fleece; the other, before the
eyes of all, is yet to happen. In his first coming, he was wrapped is swaddling clothes in the manger. In his second coming he is
clothed with light as with a garment. In his first coming he bore the cross, despising its shame; he will come a second time in
glory accompanied by the host of angels. It is not enough for us, then, to be content with his first coming; we must wait in hope
of his second coming. What we said at his first coming, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’, we shall repeat at
his last coming. Running out with the angels to meet the Master we shall cry out in adoration, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord’. The Saviour will come not to be judged again but to call to judgement those who called him to judgment. He
who was silent when he was first judged, will indict the malefactors who dared to perpetrate the courage of the cross, and say,
‘these things you did and | was silent’.

He first came in the order of divine providence to teach men by gentle persuasion; but when he comes again they will, whether
they wish it not, be subjected to his kingship.

The prophet Malachi has something to say about each of these comings. ‘The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his
temple’. That is the first coming.

Again, of the second coming he says, ‘And the angel of the covenant whom you seek. Behold, the Lord almighty will come; but
who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiners fire and like fullers soap;
he will sit like a refiner and a purifier'.

Paul pointed to the two comings when he wrote to Titus, * The grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, training
us to renounce irreligion and worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world, awaiting our blessed
hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ’. You see how he has spoken of the first coming,
for which he gives thanks, and of the second to which we look forward.

Hence it is that by faith we profess, which has just been handed on to you, we believe him ‘who ascended into heaven and
took his seat at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead; and his kingdom will
have no end’. Our Lord Jesus Christ will, then, come from heaven. He will come in glory at the end of this world on the last day.
Then there will be an end to this world, and this created world will be made new.

St Cyril of Jerusalem
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BAPTISMS Parents who wish to have their child baptised, are advised to come to see me first and make no plans
until after they have completed the Baptism Course. They need to make an appointment by contacting Katherine at the
office on millwall@rcdow.org.uk. Once | recognize them as practising Catholics, they need to buy a baptismal pack
(E10/cash). The next step would be to complete the baptism course that we run every other month.

The date of baptism can be booked with Katherine (Parish Office) but it has to be confirmed in writing. It's a requirement of
Cannon Law (Church Law) that each child must have godparents; one has to be male and the other female.

A godparent is defined as a confirmed practicing Catholic. That is why we require a reference form his/her parish priest that
they meet the requirement-that they are attending Mass regularly. Although the maximum number of godparents is set at
two, families could have additional people whose standing is that of ‘witness to the baptism’. During the baptism, we don’t
distinguish between godparents and witnesses, but_only the names of the godparents will be inserted in the baptism regis-
ter and in the baptism certificate.

Equally, baptised Christians from other denominations may participate as witnesses to the baptism, but they cannot partici-
pate as godparents. Members of other faiths or none cannot serve as either godparents or as witnesses to the baptism.

Both parents and godparents, as part of the baptism, must make a declaration of faith. Prior to the baptism could we ask
that you go through beforehand and ascertain you both can honestly make it? In all probability, if anyone has a problem
with any part of it, the problem lies in understanding what is meant rather than with the article of faith itself-do contact me to
discuss it well before the baptism. The unpleasant thing you could do is start your child’s relationship with God by affirming
in His presence to something you don’t believe.

We don’t charge for baptism but we ask families to make a contribution to defray the cost by given a donation in the range
of £50-100, with others giving more. Baptisms here at St Edmunds would take place on Saturday’s at 11am or at any Mass.

The next Baptismal Course for parents who want to baptised the child will be on Friday, 12 December at 7pm
on Zoom. If you are interested - start the process by emailing the office asap. Fr. Christopher

If you have any foreign currency that
you cannot use, please, consider to
donate it to Mary’s Meals.

We collect the currency every Sunday
now. Take an envelope with you or
use your own, just mark it Mary’s
Meals. Thank you.

mary’s
meals

a simple solution to world hunger

Collection of used, unwanted
stamps for Jesuits Missions UK

Donate your Ieftove?foreign

Please, if you can donate a

stamp to support a mission. ,
bring it with you

and put it into a

jar that can be
found on the table
in the churches ‘s

porch.

currency to Mary’s Meals.

Simply fill this envelope with your leftover foreign currency and
hand it back to us.

You can also add UK coins and notes that are no longer legal
tender.

Your kindness will help to provide nutritious school meals to
children living in some of the world's poorest countries.

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any questions you
may have.
You can contact us on info@marysmeals.org or 0800 6981212

"The SVP are distributing over 10,000 Vinnie Packs containing cold weather essentials to the homeless
and those spending the principal part of their day on the streets. Each pack contains thermal gloves, ther-
mal hat, two pairs of socks, flannel, toothbrush, toothpaste, information sheet and pen. Please could you
consider sponsoring packs at a suggested donation of £4.10 per pack? Donations can be sent to Vinnie
Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P 9EZ with cheques made out to SVP or by bank transfer to Nat
West sort code 60-60-04, account no. 4608 8237. Thank you so much for your support."”
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Mrs Diane Winship - Safeguarding Representative
Mr Tomasz Daszkiewicz - Data Protection
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LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS:
loose: £169.00 envelopes: £110.00 contactless collection last weekend: £361.00
Donation for utility bills; £460 total: £1100.00
Second Collection for Sick & Retired Priests —£560.00

Standing orders in January- £3982, in February- £1883, in March - £2576
in April - £2638, in May- £2394, in June- £2085, in July- £2956, in August—£2016,
in September—£2730, in October—£1996,

As a Charity, we rely on your weekly donations. We will be grateful for your financial support. Your New offertory enve-
lopes will be available at the end of March for collection after Mass or from the parish office. If you wish to have an offertory enve-
lope, then give your details to the parish office, where a new box of envelopes will be made available to you. Alternatively, you could

make your donation via bank transfer. The parish account is on our website.

We have created a specified fund for utility bills and we encourage you to give specified donations towards
our utility bills. As we need to share our general donation with the diocese, we find it difficult to meet our parish
ends. Your donations towards a specified fund let us keep 100% of the money in our parish. If you give by a card,
just chose: utility bills on the screen, if you transfer by bank: type ‘utility bills” in description, or you can give mon-

ey in a prepared envelope that can be find on the table in the church’s lobby.

If you pay taxes, please, fill out the Gift Aid form (do not hesitate to ask any question you have). Thank you.

The Catechetical Program 2025-2026—First Communion
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: PARENTS’ MEETING—3rd of December 2025 at 6pm in our hall.
Opportunity to buy books needed for the course—2 hooks—£20 each (cash only)

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel

Dear Saint Michael, | thank you for your unending protection in my life and the Immense love you have shown me.
Keep me always connected to the divine currents that flow only from our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Light up my life and dispel the darkness that threatens to consume us. Today | declare that | am a child of God and |
will call upon his name. | acknowledge Christ as the true sauce of all power and happiness in my life. | call upon the
Holy Spirit to fill me with fire and purpose, that | may spread His love and deeds to those that | encounter. | pray that
you may help me put energy into my work and appreciate that work is worship to God. May | never be in the dark but
always rely on God as my protector, saviour and guide. Saint Michael the Archangel, pray for us. Amen.

Saint Benedict
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