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BASILICA

By baptism we are all made temples of God

Beloved brothers, it is by the favour of Christ that we are celebrating the birthday of this church, this tem-
ple, with such great happiness; and yet it is we who have become the real, living temples of God. It is a
true instinct that leads Christians to make a great festival for their mother church for it shows they realise
that their spiritual rebirth comes to them through her. Remember that by natural birth we are vessels of
God’s wrath: it is in our second, spiritual birth we become the vessels of his mercy. Our first birth leads, by
its nature, only to death; by rebirth we are called from that death to everlasting life.

Before baptism we were all shrines of the devil: baptised we become temples of Christ. The more pro-
foundly we meditate on our salvation, the more deeply we come to realise that we are indeed the true living
temples of God. God does not live only in shrines made by man, structures of wood or stone, but above all
he lives in the soul which is made after his image; shrines built by the handoff the great craftsman himself.
Saint Paul’s words are, ‘God’s temple is holy, and that temple you are.’

When Christ came he drove the devil out of our hearts, to make a temple in us for himself: with his help we
have to do our utmost to make sure he does not suffer by our sins. For we know that whenever we sin we
harm Christ’s cause. I have already said that, before Christ redeemed us, we were the devils dwelling
place; once redeemed we have become fit to be God’s house: God out of his kindness has made us into a
dwelling place for himself.

Do you want this basilica to be spotless? Do not defile your own soul with the filth of sin. If you want it to
appear radiant with light, God also desires that your soul be not plunged in darkness, but that, in our Lord’s
words, ‘the light of good works shine in us to give glory to him who is in heaven.’ Just as you come into
this church, so God wants to come into your soul, as he promised when he said: ‘I will live in them and
move among them.’ St Caesarius of Arles

A Prayer to Our Blessed Mother

Dearest Mother I................ ,] am filled with utmost gratitude for all the graces that you have brought
into my life. I claim your blessings in the name of our Lord, and besiege you to provide for all my needs
tangible and intangible. Nurture my spirit that [ may grow closer to the love of your Son, and ignite my
gifts so that I may serve God’s kingdom better. Grant me your unfailing protection and surround me with a
multitude of blessings all the days of my life in Jesus name. Amen. St. Benedict

“We pray for fathers and mothers of growing families, that their relations,
friends and the wider community would rally around them with encouragement,
support, friendliness and love. Lord hear us”.

MASS INTENTIONS

Nov 8th, 2025
6pm - Pro Populo

A Prayer after Readings for this & next Sunday Nov 9th. 2025
Communion 9am— Holy Souls

11 am - Holy Souls
9am - The Faithful Departed

Grant O Lord, we pray,
that, benefiting from partic-

1st Reading— Ezekiel 1st Reading - Wisdom

age and prepared for the
gifts that are eternal.
Through Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 3:9-11, 16-17
Gospel - John 2; 13-22;

47:1-2,8-13,12 11,22-12:2
ipation in heavenly things. For weekday mass intentions
We may be heIped by what Psalm 46, 2-3.5-6.8-9 R.5 Psalm 145:1.2. 8-9, 10-11R cf 1 please, see the notice board on
. the left hand side of th i
you give in this present ||2nd Reading - door of the church.

2nd Reading - 2 Thessalonians
1:11-2:2,

Gospel — Luke 19:1-10,

Confession on Saturday be-
tween 5.15-5.45 pm

or by appointment.
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Sick & Retired Priests Fund—Second Collection Next Weekend

It is that time again, when the appeal for our Sick & Retired Priests comes around. I ask for your help for
this important collection, which will take place on Saturday 15™ and Sunday 16" November 2025.

In2024, our Diocese of Westminster provided care for 73 retired priests, at a cost of £1,270,000. The num-
ber of our priests over the age of 65 is steadily increasing, and caring for our priests in their senior years,
or at times of illness, is a fundamental part of the mission of the diocese.

Whilst the diocese works with the NHS and local authorities to ensure funding gaps are met, the diocese
still rely heavily on the generosity of the parishioners who each year contribute to this worthy fund.

I thank you for your continued generosity to the Sick & Retired Priests Fund. Do please remember our
sick & retired priests, and I thank you for your continued generosity. May God bless you all.

Abortion Act 58 years ago the Abortion Act received Royal Assent. Since then, a staggering 10,880,563 unborn babies have lost
their lives to abortion across the UK-one baby is lost to abortion every two minutes; 31 lives are ended every hour.

There were 252,122 abortion in England and Wales in 2002 according to statistics released by the Department of Health and Social
Care, an increase of 37,253 (17.34%) from 2021. This is the most recent year for which abortion statistics for England and Wales are
available.

This was the highest number of abortion ever recorded in England and Wales in a single year. Clause 191 was introduced by Tonia
Antoniazzi MP in the Commons after just 46 minutes of backbench debate-there was no prior consultation with the public, no commit-
tee stage scrutiny and no evidence session.

The clause would change the law so it would no longer be illegal for women to perform their own abortions for any reason, including
sex-selection purposes, and at any point up to and during birth, likely leading to a significant increase in the number of women per-
forming dangerous late-term abortions at home.

This would likely lead to the lives of many more women being endangered because of the risks involved with ‘DIY’ late -term abortions
and also tragically lead to an increased number of viable babies’ lives being ended beyond the 24 week abortion time limit and beyond
the point at which they would be able to survive outside the womb.

Baroness Monckton and Baroness Stroud have tabled amendments with other peers to overturn this highly controversial abortion up to
birth amendment (clause 191) to the Crime and Policing Bill, and reinstate in person consultation with a medical professional prior to an
abortion taking place at home.

This is a critical moment for the protection of both women and unborn babies with more lives at risk than ever before, it is vital that Par-
liament over turns clause 191 and in person consultations reinstated.

Please could | ask that you write to the peers in House of Lords to vote against clause 191 when it comes up for debate. Thank you.

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED

It is a tradition in the Church that November should be a time when we pray particularly for the souls of the
faithful departed.

One of the ways we pray for the dead is to prepare a list of all the people special to us who have died and put
that list in to the parish, asking everyone to pray for them. The result is that we are all praying for each other’s
dead friends and relatives.

If you wish to put forward a list of people you would like the community to pray for, write out the list (using, if
you wish, the special lavender coloured paper provided) and put it in one of the Holy Souls envelopes you
will find in the lobby of the church. If you wish to make an offering, put the money also in the envelope;
this money will be used to fund Mass intentions for Holy Souls during the coming year. Either hand
the envelope to me, or to our Sacristans, or into the collection basket at Mass.

There is a special basket in front of the Altar for your envelopes.. Fr Christopher
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JESUIT REFUGEE
SERVICE ADVENT
SERVICE
AND RECEPTION

Monday 1st December,
7:00pm — Farm Street
Church, W1K 3AH
As we begin our prepa-
rations for Advent and
reflect on the Holy Fami-
ly’s flight into exile, join
the Jesuit Refugee Ser-
vice for an evening of
carols and a special per-
formance by their refu-
gee music group.

Thank you and warmest
wishes,

Eileen Cole

Senior Communications and
Development Officer

Jesuit Refugee Service UK

Hurtado Jesuit Centre - 2
Chandler Street - London -
E1W 2QT

T: 020 7488 7310 M:
07811 606748

Please, see the invitation from our friends from Docklands Singers for a beautiful concert.

The Catechetical Program 2025-2026
Confirmation & First Communion

Applications are now closed. Please, read our Newsletter for further information.

Job opportunities in our Diocese: For further details, please visit https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

Job Title Department Name Closing date
Receptionist & Administrative Assistant University Chaplaincy 11/11/2025
Parish Administrator Barnet 17/11/2025
Parish Cook Burnt Oak 17/11/2025
Finance Manager Finance 21/11/2025
Parish Cleaner Millwall 24/11/2025



https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

Diocese of Westminster

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk; https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/

Fr Christopher Silva
Parish Priest,
Mrs Katherine Woznicka

Parish Administrator
The office may be contacted by phone:
Monday to Friday 9am-2pm
Closed on Bank Holidays
Mrs Diane Winship - Safeguarding Representative
Mr Tomasz Daszkiewicz - Data Protection
Parish Officer

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS:
loose: £470.00 envelopes: £386.00 contactless collection last weekend: £375.00  total: £1231.00
Standing orders in January- £3982, in February- £1883, in March - £2576
in April - £2638, in May- £2394, in June- £2085, in July- £2956, in August—£2016,

As a Charity, we rely on your weekly donations. We will be grateful for your financial support. Your New offertory enve-
lopes will be available at the end of March for collection after Mass or from the parish office. If you wish to have an offertory enve-
lope, then give your details to the parish office, where a new box of envelopes will be made available to you. Alternatively, you could

make your donation via bank transfer. The parish account is on our website.
WRCDT CHARITY NO: 233699

Thank you for your Generosity

We have created a specified fund for utility bills and we encourage you to give specified donations towards
our utility bills. As we need to share our general donation with the diocese, we find it difficult to meet our parish
ends. Your donations towards a specified fund let us keep 100% of the money in our parish. If you give by a card,
just chose: utility bills on the screen, if you transfer by bank: type ‘utility bills’ in description, or you can give mon-
ey in a prepared envelope that can be find on the table in the church’s lobby.

If you pay taxes, please, fill out the Gift Aid form (do not hesitate to ask any question you have). Thank you.

ATTENTION,
PUT THIS DATE INOT YOUR DIARY

Tickets are now available after mass or from
the office on weekdays.

Join US FOR AN

pADVENT
GET TOGETHER

KiDS ACTIVITIES.FUN.FOODS.

SUNDAY, 30TH NOv 2025

The fun will start after 11am mass till 2pm
at St Edmund’s RC Church *

Can You Help Guide Our Young Faithful?

We’re looking for parishioners who feel called to
support our Baptism, First Holy Communion, or
Confirmation programmes. If you enjoy working
with children and have a heart for sharing the
faith, we’d love for you to be part of the team.
Whether you can teach, assist, or help behind the
scenes, your support would be a true blessing.
Please get in touch with the parish office if you

are interested.
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Hot dogs, mince pies, yule log

Irish coffee, mulled wine,
o hot chocolate
£ ) and more... o

—
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price: £5/adult, free for kids



https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/

