
NEWSLETTER 

ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

SECOND SUNDAY 

 OF ADVENT 

Readings for this  & next  Sunday  

1st Reading– Isaiah 35;1-6; 10 

Psalm  146; 6-7. 8-9. 9-10. 

 R. cf Isaiah 35:4 

2nd Reading -  

 James 5:7-10 

Gospel - Mathew  11; 2-11; 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Dec 6th, 2025 

6pm  -  Holy Souls  

Dec 7th, 2025 

9 am —   Ints of Rt Rev 

 Nicolas Hudson  

11 am -  Pro Populo 

For weekday mass intentions 
please, see the notice board on 
the left hand side of the main 
door of the church. 

 Confession on Saturday be-
tween 5.15-5.45 pm 

or by appointment. 

 

1st Reading -  Isaiah 2:1-5 

   

Psalm  122; 1-2, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 

   R  cf 1 

2nd Reading - Romans 1 

  3; 11-14, 

Gospel – Matthew 24: 37-44, 

7 December 2025 

A Prayer after 

Communion 

 Grant O Lord, we pray, 
that, benefiting from partic-

ipation in heavenly things. 

We may be helped by what 
you give in this present 
age and prepared for the 
gifts that are eternal. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

“Let us pray for all those who are alone and suffering with a terminal illness in 
hospital or hospice care, that they might experience the love of Christ from their 

carers and that their suffering might be eased. Lord hear us”.  

    O Virgin, by whose blessing all nature is blessed! 

Sky, stars, earth, rivers, day, night, and all things that are meant to serve man and be for 

 his good rejoice because of you, our Lady. Through you they have in a way come back 

 to life, enriched with new grace that words cannot describe. When they lost the noble  

purpose of their nature, for which they had been made, of serving and helping those who  

praise God, they were like dead things. They were crushed, disfigured, and abused by idol worshippers for whom they 
had not been made. They rejoiced now as if they had come to life again. Now they are made beautiful because they 

serve and are used by those who believe in God. 

A new and priceless grace has made them almost leap for joy. They have not merely felt God himself, their creator, 
ruling them invisibly from above, but they have seen him visibly within themselves using them in his work of sanctifica-

tion. These immense benefits have come through the blessed fruit of the blessed womb of the blessed Mary. 

Through the fullness of your grace, the things in the lower world rejoice in the gift of freedom and the things above the 
world are gladdened by being renewed. Through the one glorious Son of your glorious virginity all the just who died 
before his life-giving death rejoice that their captivity has been ended, and the angels delight that their half-ruined city 
restored. O woman, full and more than full of grace, all creation has received of the overflow of your fulness and its 
youth has been renewed! O blessed and more than blessed Virgin, through your blessing all creation is blessed. Not 

only is creation blessed by the creator, but creation blesses its creator. 

God gave to Mary his Son, the Only-begotten of his heart, equal to himself, whom he loved as himself. From Mary he 
fashioned himself a Son, not another one but the same, so that by nature there would be one and the same Son both 
of God and of Mary. Every nature is created by God, and God is born of Mary. God created all things, and Mary gave 
birth to God, God himself, who made all things, made himself of Mary. He who was able to make all things out of noth-

ing, when they had been defaced would not remake them without Mary’s help. 

God is, then, Father of all created things and Mary is mother of all that has been recreated. God is Father of the insti-
tution of all things and Mary is mother of the restitution of all things. God begot him through whom all things were 
made and Mary gave birth to him through whom all things are saved. God begot him without whom nothing at all ex-

ists and Mary gave birth to him without whom nothing that exists is good. 

The Lord is indeed with you. For he granted to you that all nature should owe so great a debt to you jointly  

with himself.       St Anselm 
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BAPTISMS  Parents who wish to have their child baptised,  are advised to come to see me first and make no plans 
until after they have completed the Baptism Course. They need to make an appointment by contacting Katherine at the 
office on millwall@rcdow.org.uk. Once I recognize them as practising Catholics, they need to buy a baptismal pack 
(£10/cash). The next step would be to complete  the baptism course that we run every other month.  

The date  of baptism can be booked with Katherine (Parish Office) but it has to be confirmed in writing. It’s a requirement of 
Cannon Law (Church Law) that each child must have godparents;  one has to be male and the other female. 

A godparent is defined as a confirmed practicing Catholic. That is why we require a reference form his/her parish priest that 
they meet the requirement-that they are attending Mass regularly. Although the maximum number of godparents is set at 
two, families could have additional people whose standing is that of ‘witness to the baptism’. During the baptism, we don’t 
distinguish between godparents and witnesses, but only the names of the godparents will be inserted in the baptism regis-
ter and in the baptism certificate.  

Equally, baptised Christians from other denominations may participate as witnesses to the baptism, but they cannot partici-
pate as godparents. Members of other faiths or none cannot serve as either godparents or as witnesses to the baptism. 

Both parents and godparents, as part of the baptism, must make a declaration of faith. Prior to the baptism could we ask 
that you go through beforehand and ascertain you both can honestly make it? In all probability, if anyone has a problem 
with any part of it, the problem lies in understanding what is meant rather than with the article of faith itself-do contact me to 
discuss it well before the baptism. The unpleasant thing you could do is start your child’s relationship with God by affirming 
in His presence to something you don’t believe. 

We don’t charge for baptism but we ask  families to make a contribution to defray the cost by given a donation in the range 
of £50-100, with others giving more. Baptisms here at St Edmunds would take place on Saturday’s at 11am or at any Mass.  

The next Baptismal Course for parents who want to baptised the child will be on Friday, 12 December at 7pm 

on Zoom. If you are interested - start the process by emailing the office asap.  Fr. Christopher 

Dear All, As well as the attacks on life at its end, in the form of the Leadbeater and 
McArthur assisted suicide bills, we are also facing very grave threats to the lives of 
unborn babies. In June, MPs approved an extreme amendment to the Crime and 
Policing Bill to remove women from the criminal law relating to abortion—essentially 
allowing abortion for any reason, up to birth, if it is induced by the woman herself. 
This horrifying proposal received considerable pushback at Second Reading in the House of Lords and amendments have been 
tabled on removing it and on ending the pills by post policy. Others peers have tabled amendments on ensuring that underage 
abortions are investigated, and that sex-selective abortions are not legalised. These amendments will be debated together on the 

last day of the Bill’s Committee Stage—now scheduled for Tuesday 27 January 2026. 

Such proposals are not just being made at Westminster. In Scotland, an “expert group” has published a report proposing chang-
es to the abortion law in Scotland, that, if accepted, would bring about the largest extension of access to abortion since 1967. 
The most significant include: 1. Prior to 24-weeks’ gestation (the current legal time limit), all grounds be removed and only one 
doctor’s signature should be required. This would mean on demand abortion, for any reason, up to 24 weeks. 2. Beyond 24 
weeks, abortion be available if two doctors ‘decide abortion is appropriate’. 3. Decriminalise abortion for women acting in relation 

to their own pregnancy at any gestation. 

Taken together, these proposals will effectively legalise abortion up to birth with few, if any, substantive restrictions.  

While these proposals are not currently included in any specific Bill, we need to take them seriously. The abortion Law Review 
Group was commissioned by the Scottish Government, and their proposals are likely to have a lot of weight. With a Holyrood 
election due in May, we need to make it clear to all parties that these proposals are horrific and should not be included in 
any manifesto. Please, help us to fight decriminalisation in England and Wales, and in Scotland.  

Please, contact Members of the House of Lords.  

Please write to Members of the House of Lords, asking them to oppose the decriminalisation amendment. You can use our 
webtool to contact members of the House of Lords. It will generate a Peer at random for your to write to, and bring up an editable 
template. Once you have finished your letter, it will be emailed to you to print off and send to the Peer by post. Alternatively, you 

can opt to send your message by email, though paper letters are always more impactful than emails.  

Sing & Share our petition 

We are running a petition with CitizenGo  calling on the leaders of the major political parties not to implement the proposal of the 

Scottish Abortion Review in their manifestoes. Please sign and share with others!   Alithea  Williams at SPUC 
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A Big Thank You—I  take this op-
portunity to thank Dianne & Chris 

Winship all the members of the Parish 
Social Committee for their sterling 

efforts in organising the Our Advent 
get together. Also, all the volunteers 

who helped on the day. All had a won-
derful time, and thank you once again 
and may God bless you all.  Fr Chris-



LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:   
loose:  £356.00 envelopes:  £195.00 contactless collection last weekend: £350.00  

total: £901.00 

 Second Collection for Sick & Retired Priests —£570.00 

Standing orders   in January- £3982,  in February- £1883,  in March -  £2576 

in April -  £2638, in May-  £2394, in June-  £2085, in July-  £2956, in August—£2016, 

in September—£2730, in October—£1996, 

 As a Charity, we rely on your weekly donations. We will be grateful for your financial support. Your New offertory enve-
lopes will be available at the end of March for collection after Mass or from the parish office. If you wish to have an offertory enve-
lope, then give your details to the parish office, where a new box of envelopes will be made available to you. Alternatively, you could 

make your donation via bank transfer. The parish account is on our website.  

Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk; https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  

 

Fr Christopher Silva 

Parish Priest,  

Mrs Katherine Woznicka 

Parish Administrator 

The office may be contacted by phone: 

Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

Mrs Diane Winship - Safeguarding Representative 

Mr Tomasz Daszkiewicz - Data Protection 

Parish Officer  

We have created a specified fund for utility bills and we  encourage you to give specified donations towards 
our utility bills. As we need to share our general donation with the diocese, we find it difficult to meet our parish 

ends. Your donations towards a specified fund let us keep 100% of the money in our parish. If you give by a card, 
just chose: utility bills on the screen, if you transfer by bank: type ‘utility bills’ in description,  or you can give mon-

ey in a prepared  envelope that can be find on the table in the church’s lobby. 

If you pay taxes, please, fill out the Gift Aid form (do not hesitate to ask any question you have). Thank you. 

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 

Dear Saint Michael, I thank you for your unending protection in my life and the Immense love you have shown me. 

Keep me always connected to the divine currents that flow only from our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Light up my life and dispel the darkness that threatens to consume us. Today I declare that I am a child of God and I 
will call upon his name. I acknowledge Christ as the true sauce of all power and happiness in my life. I call upon the 
Holy Spirit to fill me with fire and purpose, that I may spread His love and deeds to those that I encounter. I pray that 
you may help me put energy into my work and appreciate that work is worship to God. May I never be in the dark but 
always rely on God as my protector, saviour and guide. Saint Michael the Archangel, pray for us. Amen.   
            Saint Benedict 

"The SVP are distributing over 10,000 Vinnie Packs containing cold weather essentials to the homeless 
and those spending the principal part of their day on the streets. Each pack contains thermal gloves, ther-
mal hat, two pairs of socks, flannel, toothbrush, toothpaste, information sheet and pen. Please could you 
consider sponsoring packs at a suggested donation of £4.10 per pack? Donations can be sent to Vinnie 
Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P 9EZ with cheques made out to SVP or  by bank transfer  to Nat 
West sort code 60-60-04, account no. 4608 8237. Thank you so much for  your  suppor t."   

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/

