
NEWSLETTER 

ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

Readings for this  & next  Sunday  

1st Reading– Isaiah 35;1-6; 10 

Psalm  146; 6-7. 8-9. 9-10. 

 R. cf Isaiah 35:4 

2nd Reading -  

 James 5:7-10 

Gospel - Mathew  11; 2-11; 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Dec 13th, 2025 

6pm  -   For M Silva  
Dec 14th, 2025 

9 am —   Ints of Aleksandra 
 (B’day) 
11 am -  Pro Populo 

For weekday mass intentions 
please, see the notice board on 
the left hand side of the main 
door of the church. 

 Confession on Saturday be-
tween 5.15-5.45 pm 

or by appointment. 

 

1st Reading -  Isaiah 7:10-14 

Psalm  24; 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 

   R  cf 7, 10 

2nd Reading - Romans 1; 1-7 

Gospel – Matthew 1: 18-24, 

 

 

14 December 2025 

A Prayer after 

Communion 

 Grant O Lord, we pray, 
that, benefiting from partic-

ipation in heavenly things. 

We may be helped by what 
you give in this present 
age and prepared for the 
gifts that are eternal. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

“On Friday, we commemorated the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. We ask for 
the intercession of this patroness of the unborn, saying: ‘Let us implore the gift 
of children for families without children, respect for conceived life and the open-

ness of hearts to Gospel values’. Lord hear us”.  

A voice crying in the wilderness 

‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord, make straight the path  
of our God’.  This makes clear that the events spoken of in  the prophecy are to take place not 

in Jerusalem, but in the wilderness. By this is meant that the glory of the Lord will appear, and the  

salvation of God will be made known to all flesh. 

This prophecy was fulfilled historically and literally, when John the Baptist preached the saving advent of God, in the wilderness 
by the Jordan, where the salvation of God was in fact seen. For Christ and his glory became known to all when, after he had 
been baptised, the heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit came down under the appearance of a dove, and rested upon him. 

Then was the Father’s voice heard in testimony to the Son: ‘This is my Son, my Beloved; listen to him!’ 
These things were said because God was about to come to the wilderness which had been impenetrable and inaccessible for a 
whole age. For all nations were empty of the knowledge of God: access to them had been prohibited to all the men of God and 

the prophets. 

That was why that voice ordered a way to be prepared for the Word of God, and the pathless and rugged wastelands levelled, so 
that at his coming, our God might find the road clear for his advance. ‘Prepare the way of the Lord’: this is the Gospel preaching, 

the new consolation, the ardent desire that the salvation of God come to the  knowledge of all men. 

‘Get you up to a high mountain, O herald of good tidings to Sion, lift up your voice with strength,  

    O herald of good tidings to Jerusalem’. 
These words fit in very well with the meaning of our first quotation. They make an appropriate reference to the preaches of the 
Gospel, and announce the coming of God among men, after we have heard of the voice crying in the wilderness. It is fitting that 

after the prophecy about John the Baptist, the preacher of good tidings be mentioned. 

Who then is this Sion, except she who earlier was called Jerusalem? For she too is a mountain, according to that passage of 
scripture. ‘The mountain of Sion, where you made your dwelling’, and the Apostle says, ‘You have come to Mount Sion.’  Does 

this perhaps refer to the band of apostles, chosen from among the former people of the circumcision? 

This Sion and Jerusalem is she who receives the salvation of God. She herself is placed on high on the mountain of God, that is 
on his Only-begotten Word. To her  he gives the command to get up on the high mountain, and preach the word of salvation. But 
who preaches the good tidings, if not the band of those who make the Gospel known? And what is meant by making the Gospel 

known? Preaching to all mankind the coming of Christ on earth, and preaching it first to the cities of Judah. 

Eusebius of Caesarea 

On his commentary on Isaiah  
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John the voice and Christ the Word 

John was a voice, but the Lord in the beginning was the  Word. John was a voice for a time, Christ the eternal Word in the beginning. 

Take away the word and what is a voice? When it conveys no meaning, it is just an empty sound. A wordless voice strikes the ear, but 

it does not make the heart grow. 

However, as we engage in building up our heart, let us pay attention to the order of things. If I think of what I want to talk to you. I look 

for some means whereby what is in my heart may also be in yours. 

So, wanting the word, which is already in my heart, to come over to you, and make it way into your heart, I make use of my voice to 
talk to you. The sound of the voice brings you to understand the word. And when my voice has done this, it ceases; but the word car-

ried to you by the sound is now already in your heart, and has not left mine. 

Take this sound then. After the word has passed into your possession, does it not seem to say, ‘He must increase, but I must de-
crease’? The sound of the voice cried out, performing its service, and then passed away, as though it said ‘This joy of mine is now full’. 
Let us hold on to the word, and not let slip the word we have inwardly conceived. 

Do you want to see a transient voice, and the abiding divinity of the Word? Where is John’s baptism now? He served his purpose and 
left. It is Christ’s baptism which is now administered. We all believe in Christ, and hope for salvation in him. This is precisely what the 

voice told us. 

Since it is difficult to distinguish the voice and the word, John himself thought to be Christ. The voice was taken to be the Word. But 
the voice admitted his identity, lest he might displease the Word. ‘I am not the Christ’, he said, ‘nor Elijah, nor the prophet.’ In reply to, 
‘Who are you?’ he said, ‘I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.’ ‘The voice of one crying in the 

wilderness’, the voice of one breaking the silence. 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord’, is as though he said: I cry out to lead him into your heart-but he will not condescend to come where I am 

leading, unless you prepare the way. 

What does ‘to prepare the way’ mean, except to pray as you ought, to be humble-minded? Take an example of humility from 
John  himself. He is thought to be Christ, but he says he is not what people think. He does not use the mistake of others to feed his 

own pride. 

Suppose he has said: I am the Christ. How easily would he have been believed, sine that was what people were thinking before he 

spoke! But he did not say it. He acknowledged who he was, distinguished himself from Christ, humbled himself. 

He knew where his salvation lay. He understood that he was a lamp, and he was afraid of being quenched by the wind of pride.

‘Open thy mouth for the dumb, and for the cause of all the  children that pass’ (Prov. 31:8) 
Dear Friends, Since 1967 our country has been engulfed by unimaginable grief. More than precious 10 million 
unborn babies have been killed by abortion. And millions of mothers, fathers, and other family members, 
have  gone through life bearing anguish that so often follows. 
This is a cause for national shame. 
We are not powerless in the face of this evil. Each and every one of us must play our part in bringing abortion 
to an end and healing to wounded and anguished hearts. In our political system, we vote for the men and wom-
en who make our laws. 
This is a grave responsibility. 
SPUC is leading the way in the fight for a Parliament that will protect and defend vulnerable babies, children 
and adults. 
We do this by:  Going into schools, colleges, and universities to form a new generation of pro-life young peo-
ple.  Sending specially trained and love-filled warriors out into the streets to engage directly with 
members of the public. Leafleting ordinary homes up and down the country to bypass the mainstream 
media. Broadcasting the truth through our new SPUC TV station, operating from studios in Glasgow and Lon-
don.  Publishing ground-breaking analysis and research that is changing the course of the debate
  Organising educational events and acts of public witness nationwide. These actions, and many 
more, are changing hearts and minds and bring the day of a Pro-Life Parliament Closer. 
Please help us with your donations to continue to save lives and bring abortion to an end. Donate - SPUC  

Thank you, John Deighan Chief Executive 

https://spuc.org.uk/Donate/
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Collection of used,  un-
wanted stamps for Jes-

uits Missions UK  
Please, if you can do-

nate a stamp to support 
a mission. , bring  it with 
you and put it into a jar 

that can be found on the 
table in the churches ‘s 

porch. 

Bishop Challoner School 
are hosting the Jubilee Icon 

next Thursday 
18th December. 

 It will be processed into the 
church for our Primary School 
Carol Service at 9.15am. It will 
then travel across the road to 
Bishop Challoner School 
where there will be Mass at 
11.00am, mainly 6th formers 
and a group of pupils from our 
Primary School and also Car-
dinal Pole. All are invited to 

one or both.  Fr Keith 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP WITH CHURCH 

 DECORATION NEXT SUNDAY AFTER 11 AM MASS 

Please, consider to spare an hour and give us help  
and offer that time and effort to your community. 

 

Pro-life update 

2025 has been one of the most challenging and busiest years ever for the pro-life movement in the UK, with the biggest battles 

on abortion and assisted suicide in over 50 years.  

Thanks to the support of our parish, there has been a strong, coordinated response in Parliament, in the media and among the 

wider public. The 2025 Right To Life UK Year in Review sets out some of the key areas in which significant progress has been made this year. 

Please visit http://righttolife.org.uk/2025 to read the Year in Review to find out more about what we have achieved to-
gether for life this year 

http://righttolife.org.uk/2025


LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:   
loose:  £308.00 envelopes:  £106.00 contactless collection last weekend: £805.00  

total: £1219.00 
 Second Collection for Sick & Retired Priests —£575.00 

Standing orders   in January- £3982,  in February- £1883,  in March -  £2576 

in April -  £2638, in May-  £2394, in June-  £2085, in July-  £2956, in August—£2016, 
in September—£2730, in October—£1996, in November—£1906, 

 As a Charity, we rely on your weekly donations. We will be grateful for your financial support. Your New offertory enve-
lopes will be available at the end of March for collection after Mass or from the parish office. If you wish to have an offertory enve-
lope, then give your details to the parish office, where a new box of envelopes will be made available to you. Alternatively, you could 

make your donation via bank transfer. The parish account is on our website.  

Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk; https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  

 

Fr Christopher Silva 

Parish Priest,  
Mrs Katherine Woznicka 

Parish Administrator 

The oĸce may be contacted by phone: 
Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

Mrs Diane Winship - Safeguarding RepresentaƟve 

Mr Tomasz Daszkiewicz - Data ProtecƟon 

Parish Oĸcer  

We have created a specified fund for utility bills and we  encourage you to give specified donations towards 
our utility bills. As we need to share our general donation with the diocese, we find it difficult to meet our parish 

ends. Your donations towards a specified fund let us keep 100% of the money in our parish. If you give by a card, 
just chose: utility bills on the screen, if you transfer by bank: type ‘utility bills’ in description,  or you can give mon-

ey in a prepared  envelope that can be find on the table in the church’s lobby. 
If you pay taxes, please, fill out the Gift Aid form (do not hesitate to ask any question you have). Thank you. 

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 
Dear Saint Michael, I thank you for your unending protection in my life and the Immense love you have shown me. 

Keep me always connected to the divine currents that flow only from our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Light up my life and dispel the darkness that threatens to consume us. Today I declare that I am a child of God and I 
will call upon his name. I acknowledge Christ as the true sauce of all power and happiness in my life. I call upon the 
Holy Spirit to fill me with fire and purpose, that I may spread His love and deeds to those that I encounter. I pray that 
you may help me put energy into my work and appreciate that work is worship to God. May I never be in the dark but 
always rely on God as my protector, saviour and guide. Saint Michael the Archangel, pray for us. Amen.   

            Saint Benedict 

"The SVP are distributing over 10,000 Vinnie Packs containing cold weather essentials to the homeless 
and those spending the principal part of their day on the streets. Each pack contains thermal gloves, ther-
mal hat, two pairs of socks, flannel, toothbrush, toothpaste, information sheet and pen. Please could you 
consider sponsoring packs at a suggested donation of £4.10 per pack? Donations can be sent to Vinnie 
Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P 9EZ with cheques made out to SVP or  by bank transfer  to Nat 
West sort code 60-60-04, account no. 4608 8237. Thank you so much for  your  suppor t."   

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/

