Catholic Church of Sts. Peter and Paul, Northfields
38, Camborne Avenue, Ealing, London, W13 9QZ. Tel. 020 8567 5421
e-mail: northfields@rcdow.org.uk; website: http://parish.rcdow.org.uk/northfields
Facebook page: https://fb.me\38camborneavenue
Parish Priest: Fr. Jim Duffy; Parish Deacon Rev Andrew Goodall
Pastoral Assistant: Anna Maria Dupelycz; Parish Administrator: Rosa Bambury
Alternative Number: 07787 048144 (Anna); northfieldscat@rcdow.org.uk
Office Opening Hours Mon — Weds.& Fri, 10.30am — 2.30pm. Closed Thursdays.
Sacraments and Devotions: Suspended until further notice.
Psalter Week 4 & 5

4t Sunday Advent & Holy Family Year C
22nd December 2024 and 29th December 2025

Readings:

This Week (4t Advent) Micah 5:2; Psalm 80 (79), Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-45

(Christmas Day) Isaiah 52:7-10; Ps. 98 (97) Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18

Next Week (Holy Family ) Numbers 6:22-27, Ps 67 (66), Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:16-21

Following Week (Epiphany Year C) Isaiah 60:1-6, 6-7, Ps 72 (71), Ephesians 3:2-3, Matthew 2:1-12

Message from Fr Jim

Dear Parishioners and friends of St Peter and St Paul’s Northfields as I write this Christmas message to you
the prolonged war in Ukraine which is still going on and has affected, and continues to affect, us all in some
way.

Also, we cannot fail to think of all those who are suffering because of the conflict between Israel, Gaza and
Lebanon, especially women and children. That the land of Our Lord's birth should be suffering so much is
tragic. May the Prince of Peace touch the hearts of all who are suffering and bless the efforts of those seeking
just and lasting solutions for all faiths and people of the Holy Land.

The Christmas story has been celebrated for over 2,000 years in times of wars and conflicts, of plagues and
pandemics, of natural disasters and uncertain times. The message is the same : that God entered our fragile
and broken world to bring light, hope, peace and joy where these are missing. Let us keep in our prayers
and thoughts those who have lost love ones during this year, and more recently, and those who have
anniversaries coming up at this Christmas time. May the Christmas story give hope and comfort that theirs
and all our loved ones will rest in peace and rise in glory to share forever in light, happiness, and eternal joy.

The hope is that whatever we are going through at this time we can still make Christmas a very special time
and celebrate it as best we can in the circumstances with those we love and care for.

Christ entered our world to bring light where there is darkness, hope where there is despair, courage where
there is fear, and love where there is conflict and division.

My wish for all of you is that you will have a blessed and happy Christmas, while staying safe and well. My
thanks go out to all those in our parish who work in health and social care in any way, and all who have been
volunteering to help vulnerable people.

With that in mind I wish you many blessings and peace and joy in the New Year for you and your families
and loved ones. Keep safe and look after yourselves.

Fr Jim

X&i@

Parish Office will be closed from 20th December to 6" January. E-mails and phone messages will be monitored during
this time. The next newsletter will appear on 5" January. Please submit items by e-mail before 2" January. Thank you!
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Reflection from Fr. Hilary: Blessings for the New Year

Dear Friends at Northfields,

A very Happy New Year indeed. Note the word happy. Jesus gives it a much deeper meaning than the often shallow use
of it. True happiness will escape us if we think selfish pursuits will give it. Only the Gospel’s values can give us the real
thing. Here is a lovely poem suitable for entering the New Year. King George VI recited it on one of his Christmas Day
broadcasts during the Second World War:

I said to the man
who stood at the gate of the year,
‘Give me a light that I may tread safely
into the unknown.’
And he replied,
'Go out into the darkness
and put your hand into the hand of God.
That shall be to you
better than light
and safer than a known way!’
So I went forth
and finding the Hand of God,
trod gladly into the night.
And he led me towards the hills
and the breaking of day in the lone East.
Minnie Louise Harkins 1875-1951

Rest In Peace We pray for the repose of the soul of Teresa Noronha, whose requiem will be celebrated on 30" December
at 10.00am.

Carbon Neutral Project update This year cavity wall and roof insulation has been carried out on the hall and parish
house. We have had quotes to install solar panels on the hall roof with batteries to provide electricity for the house and
hall. As the diocese owns the property, we are pleased to tell you that the diocese have now given permission for solar
panels to be installed on hall roof. We are now applying to the council for planning permission and once we have this
should have the panels installed soon afterwards.

Many thanks to all of you who have been supportive and encouraging and to those who have supported the project
financially whether by donation, attending the September fundraiser and coffee mornings. We are very grateful to you
all.

Wishing all parishioners, a Happy Christmas and New year. Mary Howley, Fr Jim, Anna, Andrew and Rosa.

Crib Appeal Offerings for the crib are in aid of Catholic Children’s Society.

Liturgical Ministries:

a) Altar Servers Recruitment of new servers is ongoing. Please contact Deacon Andrew (andrewgoodall@rcdow.org.uk).
Training sessions in the church continue in the New Year , 14" January at 6.30pm.

b) Ministry of Welcome For weekend Masses and special celebrations (eg First Communions and Confirmations, Easter
and feasts), please consider if you and/or your family would like to be involved in this important role.

c) Welcome, Readers & Eucharistic Ministers over the Christmas Period For all services either please sign up on
the lists in the sacristy or contact Anna via e-mail (northfieldscat@rcdow.org.uk)

We need to increase the numbers exercising these ministries. For more information or to express an interest, please
contact Anna or Deacon Andrew. (This includes young readers i.e. Post-First Communion upwards.) Next reader training
session: Tues. 215t January, 6.30pm in the church.

New Rota Please let Anna know of your availability between January and Easter preferably by e-mail
(northfieldscat@rcdow.org.uk (or texting 07787 048144). The new rota will begin on 215t January and be available on 14t
d) Music : Rehearsals for the 10.00am and 11.30am Masses will resume in the New Year. New musicians and singers of
all ages always welcome to join. Watch this space for details!

Parents and Toddlers Wednesdays (term time) from 9.30am to 11am, in the Parish Hall, more volunteers needed
to help run the group. Please contact Rosa or Anna in the parish office.

Second Sunday’ Monthly Coffee mornings Sunday 12t January from 9-11.30 am. All welcome to the church
hall for bacon sandwiches, tea, coffee and cake and craft for the children after 8.30 Mass, after 10am and before 11.30
Mass. Please contact Jonny.sullens@futurenet.com if you would like to help by making a cake or helping to serve for an
hour. We look forward to regularly meeting up as the church community.

London Irish Centre Closed till 16" January. Contact Maria Connolly on 07592508680.

Reception Applications Fr Jim will be available to sign forms on certain days during a week at the beginning of
January. Look and listen out for details Should you require copy baptism certificates, please e-mail Rosa at
northfields@rcdow.org.uk with name of child, date of birth and approximate date of baptism. No appointments necessary.

Safeguarding The Parish reps are Susie Worthington, northfieldssg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk and Tracy Paterson
northfieldssgl@safequardrcdow.org.uk
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Masses this Fortnight

Sunday 22" December (4" Advent Year C)
(Sat.) 6.00pm Catherine Spilliane (Ann.)

8.30am Thanks giving mass for the McGinn Family
10.00am Peggy McKeown (Birthday.)

11.30am Martin Londra (Ann.)

6.00pm Sheila Atkinson (Get Well)

Monday 23" December (St John of Kanty)
9.30am Betty & John Hose (Int.)

Tuesday 24" December (Christmas Eve)
5.00pm (Children) Noreen Lally (1st Ann.)
7.00pm (Family) Con Murphy (LD.)

9.00pm (Carols & Mass) Patrick Rafferty (LD.)

Wednesday 25" December (Christmas day)
8.30am Geraldine & Pat Sullivan (Int.)
10.00am Kate Hussain (Ann.)

11.30am People of the Parish

Saturday 28" December (Holy Innocents)
No Mass

Sunday 29" December (Holy Family Year C)

(Sat) 6.00pm Margaret Gunn (Ann.)

8.30am Eileen McGowan (Int.)

10.00am Karen Logue (LD.)

11.30am Adam Treszka (Ann.)

6.00pm Joan Lewelle (Sick)

Monday 30" December
10.00am Funeral Teresa Noronha RIP

Tuesday 315t December
9.30am Mary Butler (Ann.)

Wednesday 15t January (Mary, Mother of God)
12 Noon Con Murphy (Moved from 18/12/24)

Thursday 2" January (Basil the great & Gregory Nazianzen)

No Mass
Thursday 26" December (St Stephen) (Bank Holiday)
10.00am Con Murphy (LD)

Friday 27t December (St John)
9.30 May & Pat Foley (Int)

Friday 3™ January (Holy Name of Jesus)
9.30am Eileen Hennigan (Int) moved from 30/12/24)

Prayers for the Sick We pray for those suffering from illness and their carers: Sally & Mick Chapman, Ellie O’Connor,
Maria DeMarco, Sophie Treszka, Denis Barry, Lauren Guidera, Deirdre Sullivan, Ann Flanagan, Eddie Jansz, Angela
D’Souza, Richard Chance, Sean Nally, Aimi McEwan, Anna Keane, Barbara Lennon Snr, Geraldine Davison, Dave Mortby,
Cerys Edwards, Kathleen Walsh, Donna O’Hagan, Ann Hagan, Alan Worman. Sankar Ghosh, M.S., Margaret Adu, Therese
Biks, Shantha Kumari, Sagundala Devi, Victor Young, Ernst Barroclough, Barry Kiernan, Jane Spurr. Our Lady, help of the
Sick, pray for us.

Prayers for those Recently Deceased and Anniversaries We pray for the repose of the soul of and those who
have recently died Rosa McGregor, Dan O’Reilly, Maureen Clerkin, Patrick Rafferty, Karen Logue, and those whose
anniversaries occur around this time including, Kate Hussain, Frank Clarke, Brendan O’Brien, John Younger, Noreen Lally,
Catherine Spillane, Martin Londra, Margaret Gunn, Mary Butler. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen

Catechetics (Sacramental Preparation) Contact Anna initially on northfieldscat@rcdow.org.uk or 07787 048144 with
enquiries and queries. Please include a mobile/phone number with your initial e-mail enquiry.

Infant Baptism Participation in a short preparation course is required before celebrating the sacrament. For more
information, please contact Anna preferably by e-mail initially. The next course will take place in January.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  during 10am Mass, term time. Liturgy is aimed at children aged 3 -7 (Nursery to
Year 2). Both leaders and helpers are needed. DBS checks processed by the diocese are required for this role. For more
information, contact Anna.

First Communion Sessions continue in the New Year . Parents’ Meeting, Weds. 15" January, 7.30pm, Parish Hall
Confirmation Sessions resume in the New Year on Sun. 12" Jan for ‘Gifts’ group; 19" January for ‘Fruits’.

Thinking of Becoming Catholic? Or would like to know more about the Catholic faith? For more information
on how to go about this, please contact Anna to arrange an informal chat in the first instance. Next session: 12t Jan, 10am.

Getting Married? Please note that at least 6 months’ notice is required wherever your marriage is taking place. For
further initial information, please go to: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/northfields/sacramental-prep/marriage-preparation/

Thank yous!

e to all who helped to celebrate Christmas: flower arrangers, stewards, readers, Eucharistic ministers, altar servers,
children who dramatized the gospel and dressed up, readers, music ministry, at all the services;

e tothose who helped erect the cribs and Christmas tree.

o for your generous donations for Acton Homeless by giving items from the Caritas Westminster Advent Calendar.
Around 5 large boxes were filled and taken over this week by parish volunteers.

To Confirmation Candidates

A special note of thanks goes to the group of volunteers who have helped in the following areas: refreshments for Mass
with Anointing of the Sick, CAFOD appeals, decorating the Christmas tree, arranging the candles in the church, serving as
meeters and greeters, setting up, serving and washing up at the Carol Service. Their willingness and helpfulness are a
credit to themselves, their families and this parish.
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Thank yous! (cont.)

From the SVP

The SVP would like to thank all those who supported our Annual Christmas lunch on Monday, December 2nd. It was a
terrific success and thank you to all who attended. Thank you also to Fr Jim for his attendance and his constant support
for our conference. We are deeply indebted to Dean at The Castle Inn who went above and beyond the call of duty providing
such a beautiful lunch in lovely surroundings complete with Christmas music! We wish you all a very happy, healthy and
peaceful Christmas.

For your Generosity

A huge thank you to all of you for your generous financial giving to special appeals and fundraisers since September,
Energy Project , CAFOD Harvest Fast Appeal, Sick and Retired Priests of the diocese and Acton Homeless Concern. You
have donated over £6000, over and above your continued weekly offerings.

Important Dates for January - July 2025

Below you will find some key dates for 2025
Details for all events will be given at the appropriate time.

January 13" Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
1st  Mary, Mother of God; 17t Maundy Thursday
5t Epiphany 18"  Good Friday
12t Baptism of the Lord 19%  Holy Saturday
Peace Sunday 20t Easter Sunday
Children’s Liturgy resumes 21t Easter Monday Bank Holiday
‘Second Sunday’ Coffee Morning 27" Second Sunday of Easter
Confirmation Preparation resumes 28 St George
15" First Communion Preparation resumes May
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 18t — 25th 4th 3 Sunday of Easter
26th  Sunday of the Word of God 5% Bank Holiday
Commissioning of Parish Readers at all Masses 10" First Holy Communion, 10.30am & 2.30pm
29t Parish Finance Committee Meeting 11t 4t Sunday of Easter

17t First Holy Communion, 10.30am & 2.30pm
18h 5% Sunday of Easter

25t 6t Sunday of Easter

261" Bank Holiday

29" The Ascension of the Lord

February
1st Conversion of St Paul
2 Presentation of the Lord

Day for Victims of Trafficking
9t Mass with Anointing of the Sick, 2.30pm
March Jyne I . .
Celebrations of First Reconciliation, dates & times thc F|rs_t Recon_c:lllatlon & Communion 2025 application forms
1st St David available this month
5 Ash Wednesday 1st 7% Sunday of Easter

8t Pentecost Sunday
oth  1st Sunday of Lent — ) . .
14" CAFOD Lent fast day Going Forth Mass, First Communions, 2.30pm

h
16" CAFOD Lent Fast Day; collection itzth L\)/IaryL, M(;)'f]her oféhhe_Church
16t 2 Sunday of Lent ur Lord Jesus Christ

15" The Most Holy Trinty
19t Feast of St Joseph t g .
23 31 Sunday of Lent 22" The Body and Blood of Christ

L 24t Saint John the Baptist
25t The Annunciation of the Lord
30t Mothers’ da 27" The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
y 28t St John Southworth
4t Sunday of Lent Celebrati t Confirmation. 10.30am & 2
British : : elebration of Confirmation, 10.30am & 2pm
fitish summer time begins 29t Feast of Sts. Peter & Paul

April July
6t 5t Sunday of Lent o .
Holy Week 13t X 20t April 1st  Dedication of Westminster Cathedral

Jubilee Year, ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ Christmas Eve sees the opening of the Holy Door in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican,
marking the beginning of the Holy Year 2025. The Jubilee offers a special moment for plenary indulgence, conversion, and
grace to rekindle hope in the daily journey of life and the proclamation of the Gospel. Follow the opening of the Holy Door on
December 24 at 7:00 PM (Rome time) and all events of the Holy Year 2025 with Vatican News and Vatican Radio via YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/@VaticanNewsEN or Facebook https://www.facebook.com/vaticannews Booklets are available
from the porch as guides to the year and its themes. Look out for events taking place in the diocese during the year.

Making New Year’s Resolutions? Looking for Volunteering Opportunities? Your parish community needs you!
There are many roles to fill from helping children and adults along their faith journey to cleaning the church; from a weekly
commitment to a couple of hours in a year. Information concerning current needs is posted from time to time in this newsletter.
Please consider answering the call when the need arises! Additionally, if you have an idea for a new activity or group in the
parish, please let us know.



https://www.youtube.com/@VaticanNewsEN
https://www.facebook.com/vaticannews

