| Heard the Bells on Christmas Day

I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,
and wild and sweet
The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along
The unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Till ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to day,
A voice, a chime,

A chant sublime
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Then from each black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound
The carols drowned
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

It was as if an earthquake rent
The hearth-stones of a continent,
And made forlorn
The households born
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And in despair | bowed my head;
"There is no peace on earth," | said;
"For hate is strong,

And mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!"

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
The Wrong shall fail,

The Right prevail,

With peace on earth, good-will to men."

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

The Night Before Christmas

‘Twas the night before Christmas, and all through the town,
St. Joseph was searching, walking up roads and down;
Our Lady was waiting, so meek and so mild,

While Joseph was seeking a place for the Child;

The children were nestled, each snug in their beds,
The grown-ups wouldn’t bother, “There’s no room,” they said;
When even the innkeeper sent them away,
Joseph was wondering, where they would stay;

He thought of the caves in the side of the hills,
‘Lets go there,” said Mary, ‘it’s silent and still’;
The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow,
Made pathways of light for their tired feet to go;

And there in a cave, in a cradle of hay,
Our Saviour was born on that first Christmas Day!
The Father was watching in heaven above,
He sent for His angels, His couriers of love;

More rapid than eagles God’s bright angels came;
Rejoicing and eager as each heard his name;

“Come Power! Come Cherubs! Come Virtues! Come Raphael!

Come Thrones and Dominions! Come Michael and Gabriel!

“Now fly to the Earth, where My poor people live,
Announce the glad tiding My Son comes to give.”
The Shepherds were watching their flocks on this night,
And saw in the heavens and unearthly light;

The Angels assured them, they’d nothing to fear,
“It's Christmas,” they said, “the Saviour is here!”
They hastened to find Him, and stood at the door,
Till Mary invited them in to adore;

He was swaddled in bands from His head to His feet,
Never did the Shepherds see a baby so sweet!
He spoke not a word, but the shepherds all knew,
He was telling them secrets and blessing them too;

Then softly they left Him, The Babe in the hay,
And rejoiced with great joy on that first Christmas Day;
Mary heard them exclaim as they walked up the hill,
“Glory to God in the Highest, Peace to men of good will!”
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Last Days of Advent Nativity of the Lord Christmastide
Sunday 14th December, Friday 26th December, St. Stephen
3rd Sunday of Advent Mass 10.00am
¢ Wednesday 24th December,
X Saturday 27th December, St John
Christmas Eve No Morning Mass
. Sunday 28th December
Monday 15th December, | No mornmg Mass Holy Family
First Mass of Christmas, 5.00pm Masses
Tuesday 16th December Sat 6.00pm

Wednesday 17th December

Family Mass, 7.00pm

Sun 8.30am, 10.00am, 11.30am & 6.00pm
Monday 29th December, St Thomas Becket

Carols by Candlelight, 9.00pm Mass 9.30am
Followed by Tuesday 30th December
Thursday 18th December Solemn Mass, 9.30pm Mass 6.00pm
Wednesday 31st December
Friday 19th December Thursday 25th December, Mass 9.30am
Christmas Day Thursday 1st January
Mary, Mother of God
Parish Carol Service, 7.00pm Morning Mass, 8.30am Mass 12 Noon
Friday 2nd January
Family Mass, 10.00am Mass 9.30am
Saturday 20th December Saturday 3rd January
Solemn Mass, 11.30am No Morning Mass
) Sunday 4th January
Sunday 21st December No evening Mass 2nd Sunday after the Nativity
4th Sunday of Advent VEeaes
Sat 6.00pm,
Sun 8.30am, 10.00am, 11.30am, 6.00pm
Monday 22nd December You are invited to bring gifts (unwrapped) for the homeless Monday 5th January
especially during the Christmas Eve Masses ( 5pm & 7pm) and Mass 9.30am
Christmas Day, 10am:. '
toiletry items such as soap, flannel and toothbrushes, hairbrush and Tuesday 6th January, Epiphany
Tuesday 23rd December accessories, sweets or biscuits with a long sell-by date . Mass 9.30am & 7.00pm



