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26 April 2020   
 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER Yr A Vol 1 (Pg. 258) 
 

 

Acts 2:14,22-33.  It was impossible for him to be held in 

the power of Hades.  Jesus was not abandoned by God after 
death but was raised to life. 
 

1 Peter 1:17-21.  Your ransom was paid in the precious 
blood of a lamb without spot or stain, namely, Christ.  You 
were ransomed by Christ’s death and through him have faith 

and hope in God. 
 

Luke 24:13-35.  They recognised him at the breaking of 
the bread.  Luke tells us we can indeed experience the risen 

Lord today when we celebrate the Eucharist; we do not need 
to see the Lord who is here among us. 
 

 
 

Psalm 15:  Show us,  
Lord, the path of life. 
 

 

 
Fr. Robin Burgess has prepared a homily for today 

You can read it on our website in the section entitled ‘Homilies/Pastoral 
Letters’ or scroll to the end of this page. 

 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

To protect all people, the church is closed until further notice. We continue 
to pray privately, in our homes and online in union with the church 

worldwide. 
 

26 April 2020     
Dear Parishioners, 
 
One of my parishioners e-mailed me to recount her 
experience of visiting churches for mass online, She writes 
 

“I am really enjoying the variety each day, choosing where to 
join in with a Mass, all over England & Ireland. There have 
been many notable churches; the ornate, fussy, beautiful, 
and occasionally uninspiring. 
 
Then the surprises - Sligo Cathedral where Mass was 
celebrated with a Filipino priest and Religious Sister, the 
Liverpool priest who told a joke about a prominent 
politician, our Cardinal Vincent who joined us on Good 
Friday by not taking Communion that afternoon” 
 
Fr Mark writes, whilst we miss our own church our current 
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experience does give us a glimpse of the wider church, although of course without 
congregations it is a much reduced and incomplete picture. I am sure many have been 
inspired by the richness of the Catholic tradition. 
 
Once again Fr Robin has written a homily for this weekend and I would encourage you to read 
it. 
 
In his homily Fr Robin refers to a painting by an artist he knew, the subject of which is the 
journey to Emmaus which we read about in today’s gospel. As it happens I was given a 
painting of the same subject some years ago which will be on temporary display in the church 
lobby when you return. I reproduce it below: 
 

 
 
This is a copy of the famous work by Caravaggio which hangs in the National Art Gallery, 
Trafalgar Square. Our painting captures the dramatic moment when the disciples recognize 
Jesus when he blesses the bread and wine.  
 
Note the tear in the elbow of the jacket of the man in green. It is as if his arm is coming out of 
the picture surface and breaking into our space. In an analogous way Jesus enters into our 
time and space through the mystery of the Eucharist. 
 

The shell on the coat of the man in brown, which is the symbol of the pilgrim, reminds us that 
we are, as it were away from our usual home on a type of pilgrimage that will someday bring 
us closer to God. 
 
I hope parishioners have been able to take some pleasure in nature. Whether in a garden or 
park or even looking into other gardens or enjoying plants on a balcony, the beauty of nature 
is a consolation at this time. I reproduce below some photographs from the parish garden for 
you to enjoy.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
We are allowing the grass under the apple and plum trees to grow long to encourage 
wildflowers, and insects and birds  
 

The unusual tall flowers above self-seeded and lots of varieties of bees love them. You can see 
a bee in the close up. These flowers grow very well in shaded areas where nothing else will 
grow. I have seen them in Kew Gardens but do not know their name. 
 
We finished our “Zoom” online Confirmation classes last Monday. Thank you to all the 
Candidates who took part so enthusiastically and to parishioners for your prayers. 
 
We received an application for baptism from the Kelita family for their newly born daughter 
this week. We extend our congratulations to them and look forward to celebrating this baptism 
when it is possible. 
 
Mass is being celebrated in the parish each day and if you would like a mass offered for a 
particular intention please see the notice about how to do this below. 



I send particular greeting to those who are sick or living alone. You are in my thoughts and 
prayers. We also pray for those who have died, may they rest in peace, and for those who 
mourn, may God console them with Easter hope.  
 
Whilst we wait patiently to be re-united in body as a community, I ask God to bless you all in 
the following words. (Your response is four times Amen!)  
 
May Almighty God bless you this Eastertide and keep you free from sin. 
People: Amen 
 
Through the resurrection of Christ may you be given new hope, healed in body and spirit and, 
in the fullness of time, enter into eternal life. 
People: Amen 
 
The sufferings of Christ which we have recalled  
have given way to the joy of his resurrection.  
May this joy remain in your hearts  
until you see God face to face. 
People: Amen 
 

May almighty God bless you. 
The Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
People: Amen Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
SUNDAY OFFERING AND SUPPORTING THE PARISH: 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
We are conscious that many parishioners may be struggling financially, if however, you are 
able to continue your weekly donations please see how to do this below: 
 

1) On Sunday 5th April those who give by planned giving envelopes will run out of 

envelopes.  It is not currently possible to distribute new boxes of envelopes. 

  
If possible, please set up a Standing Order to replace your Planned Giving Envelopes. 
To see how to do this electronically please See “Donate to our parish” on our website. 
Should you wish, you can change this back to planned giving envelopes when they are 
distributed and movement restrictions lifted. 
 

2) If you give cash, you can set up a standing order in favour of the parish electronically. 

For our bank details please see “Donate to our parish” on our website.  

 
3) You can use the donation facility on our website to make your donation each week by 

credit or debit card. See “Donate to our parish” on our website.  

 
4) If you do not already do so, you can Gift Aid all your donations. This increases your 

donation by 25% at no costs to you. You simply have to pay sufficient tax to cover 25% 

of your donations to the parish. If you do so the government will refund this money 

direct to the parish. Please follow the instructions on the parish website under “Donate 

to our parish” 

 
We know that those who are able, will sustain the parish financially during this challenging 
time and enable us to minister to our parishioners and those in need.   
 
If you have any queries you can contact the parish bookkeeper Steve McEvoy on 

osterleybk@rcdow.org.uk  or 079 3278 3647. Thank you.   

 
EASTER OFFERINGS: The salary for parish clergy comprises the Christmas and Easter 

offerings, donations for baptisms, weddings and funerals and offerings for masses.  Envelopes 

for Easter offerings will be available after movement restrictions are lifted. 
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300 CLUB: The lucky winner of the March 2020 Draw for the 300 Club is Tim O’Connor, 

Ticket No. 504 Congratulations! 

POPE FRANCIS:  Pope Francis called for all Christians to respond to the coronavirus 
pandemic “with the universality of prayer, of compassion, of tenderness”, adding, “Let us 
remain united. Let us make our closeness felt toward those persons who are the loneliest”. 
Speaking after the traditional recitation of the Angelus, the Holy Father called on all 
Christians to join together in prayer. “In these trying days, while humanity trembles due to 
the threat of the pandemic, I would like to propose to all Christians that together we lift our 
voices towards Heaven 

 

MASS INTENTIONS: Mass intentions can still be requested via e-mail or by ringing the parish 

office. Please leave a message and phone number if there is no reply from the office. Offerings 

for such masses can be made using the online donation link on the website or submitting it to 

the parish only when movement restrictions are lifted. Masses offered prior to the reduction in 

Sunday masses will be allocated to the nearest free mass. 

 
SERVICE TIMES & INTENTIONS 

23rd April – 3rd May 2020 
 

 PARISH OFFICE: 

Please do not call to the parish office without an 
appointment. Enquiries can be made by telephone or 
you can e-mail the parish at osterley@rcdow.org.uk  
 

 PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:  Mrs. L. Faria  
 PLANNED GIVING CO-ORDINATOR:  Mr. Steve McEvoy 
 PARISH BOOKKEEPER:   Mr. Steve McEvoy 
   To contact Mr. McEvoy by email:   osterleybk@rcdow.org.uk 
 300 CLUB:  Enquiries to Parish Office. 
 

ADMIN 
PARISH WEBSITE ADDRESS FOR ONLINE NEWSLETTER: 
  https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/osterley/ 
 
PARISH REGISTRATION:  Please take a Welcome Pack from the 
lobby when the church re-opens in due course.  Completed 
Registration and Planned Giving forms should be posted through the 
door of the Parish house.  Thank you. 
 
 
BAPTISM: Contact Fr. Mark to arrange a baptism date and attend a 
course. Please complete a form (available in the lobby or online) and 
submit to the Parish Office. Next course: TBA.  
NB Unfortunately courses are now cancelled until further notice. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------- 
CERTIFICATE OF CATHOLIC PRACTICE:  This parish operates a 
system of Mass Attendance Cards.  This is only applicable for 
parents who wish to send their children to a Catholic primary or 
secondary school.  Attendance at 75% of masses at which stickers 
are given out will be deemed to comply with the conditions for 
receiving a Certificate of Catholic practice.  Parents can apply to 
Catholic schools without a Certificate of Catholic practice but will 
usually be considered after those who possess one.  The Certificate 
of Catholic Practice should be downloaded from our website.  (Do not 
use the form provided by the school). Please print one for every 
school to which you are applying. 
 
Parents/Guardians should begin collating forms two years before 
the closing date for their child’s application to Nursery, Reception, 
Secondary and 6th Form. 
 
IMPORTANT UPDATE:  Mass attendance stickers were not 
distributed on Sun. 15/3/2020. 
They will not be distributed in the near future until further notice.  
These weeks will be omitted in our calculation of the 75% 
attendance for school admission 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MARRIAGES: 6 months’ notice required.  Please ring the office 
for initial discussion with Fr. Mark. 
 

CONTACTS 
SAFEGUARDING REP: Mrs. A. Trigger. Tel. 07764482186 
Email:  osterleysg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 
WEST MIDDX HOSPITAL RC CHAPLAIN:  Tel. 020 8321 
5447.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CONFIRMATION 2020: Preparations will 
continue online as advised to candidates.   

The celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation 

is a wonderful time for families to gather and is 

often very important in the lives of grandparents 

and the extended family. With the present 

uncertainty about the length of time that the 
pandemic will last, and both the travel and social 

restrictions will apply, the confirmations in 

parishes that were scheduled for April and May 

have been postponed. A new date will be 

arranged in due course.  

 

SUNDAY 23 APRIL 
3rd  Sunday of Easter 

Anderson and Nicolosi Families 

Mon 27:  Easter Feria  

Tues 28:  Easter Feria  

Wed 29: St Catherine 
of Sienna 

 

Thu 30:  Easter Feria  

Fri 1May:  St Joseph 
the Worker 

 

Saturday  2 May: St 
Athanasius 

People of the Parish 

SUNDAY 3 May 
4th Sunday of Easter 
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REDEMPTORIST PUBLICATIONS bring the 
Sunday Holy Mass, celebrated by Fr. Denis 
McBride into your home every Sunday. Each 
Sunday service will be accessed at: 
https://www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-
online  Visit their BLOG section for a variety 
of reflections. 

 

Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in every situation, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. 

 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols has written to the Priests of the diocese and asks us to publicise the items 

below which I am very happy to do. He writes: 
 

 
“Two practical things have emerged in recent days which I would like to put before you.  

  

The first is a small initiative agreed by the bishops in England and Wales that every Thursday evening, at 

7pm, a bishop, in turn, will celebrate Mass in his cathedral, live streamed, for all those frontline workers 

in the NHS and care homes, for the sick and their families. This will begin next Thursday with Mass in 

our Cathedral. There will be publicity about this initiative which I ask you to share. More importantly I 

would like every priest to celebrate Mass for this same intention each Thursday, if possible.  

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
Saturday 25th April 2020 

 
 
 

African Lily and European bluebells 

 
 

 

https://rpbooks.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b341178fc20f6586567e68cd&id=6b16203633&e=66af51a732
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Homily for Third Sunday of Easter  

 

Fr Robin Burgess writes 

 

Dear Friends, 

It is not that long ago since we were caught up in election fever, and issues like leaving or staying 

in the EU, building a new runway at Heathrow, carrying on with HS2 seemed all important. Now 

we might wonder what the fuss was about. So many of the things we are ordinarily concerned 

with seem irrelevant in the face of the Coronavirus pandemic. How long will it go on? Will we 

survive? What sort of world will we emerge into? - these now are the all- important questions, 

alongside which nothing else matters that much. A friend wrote that she is simply trying to take 

each day as it comes and just live from day to day, which is probably a sensible approach - but 

the questions are still there and we cannot but wonder about them. 

 

Our human situation is sometimes like that of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, the 

famous story that we hear in the Gospel reading for this 3rd Sunday of Easter. Cleopas and 

another - some say it was his wife, one of the many Marys - who had been followers of Jesus and 

had seen him die on the cross are returning to the small town a few miles from Jerusalem. We 

imagine it to be their home. Where else can they go? All their hopes and dreams are at an end: 

the great movement in which they were caught up is over with the death of Jesus. They have 

heard the rumours of some of their group going to the tomb that morning and finding it empty, 

but they do not know what to make of that. It seems only an idle tale: the idea of people coming 

back from the dead is so much outside normal Jewish ways of thinking. 

 

And there Jesus is, walking alongside them, but - the Gospel says - something prevented them 

from recognising him, this man they knew so well - what could that be? As they go on they talk 

to him and gradually he opens their minds to accept the truth, that he is risen indeed! But it is 

only when they arrive at their home and invite Jesus to come in and break bread with them, it is 

at that moment that they know who he is - but he immediately vanishes from their sight. This is 

one of the several mysterious features of the story. Is it saying that when we know Jesus truly, 

really in ourselves, we no longer need his physical presence? Maybe, and we can all know Jesus 

in that way even if we cannot receive him - for the time being - in his Eucharistic presence.  

 

 



At once the two rush back to Jerusalem to share the good news with the other disciples: I imagine 

the outward journey as a slow weary trudge, but on the return their feet fly along the road and the 

seven miles go by in a trice. "Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road?" 

they wonder. Something was stirring in them, leading them to see the scarcely credible truth, but 

only in retrospect could they realise it. So often in our lives we are not aware of what is going on 

at the heart of things, but looking back we can see and know that God was there, leading us 

though the darkness. When we come out of the current crisis, looking back we may be able to see 

how God is leading us now, which for the present we simply have to take on trust. 

 

I used to know a gifted young man called Stephen, who produced several paintings and art works 

for the parish centre at Ealing abbey. I wanted to ask him to do a painting for a prayer room at 

Westminster Cathedral, where I was based at the time. He had moved away from London and 

gone to live in Walsingham and I went to see him there. We talked about possible subjects and it 

was he who suggested The Road to Emmaus.  

On that occasion he told me things about his life I had not known before, that in his younger days 

he had been quite a tearaway, but discovered his talent for art and his faith at the same time - the 

two things very much went together. Stephen died aged only 40 after enduring a lot of ill health 

in his life, and The Road to Emmaus was one of his last works.  

 

In fact, he did three versions of the scene, the last one a striking picture showing the two disciples 

(one of them looks like himself) crossing a bridge through a low incline from the hills of 

Emmaus on the left side to the holy city high up on the right, with Jesus going before them. They 

are dragging behind them what looks like a great skull, a death's head, while the stones of the 

bridge suggest fragments of the Eucharistic bread. In the top half of the picture Stephen included 

small images of key figures in our religious history - Moses, Isaiah, Jonah (he was always fond 

of watery subjects) and John the Baptist.  

 

It was the second version Stephen did of the scene that I liked most. It showed the two disciples 

enjoying their meal with Jesus in their home, but it was this last version that Stephen wanted us 

to have. Although not immediately as attractive, there is a lot in it to make one ponder. The skull-

device is very prominent, and I think what he is wanting to suggest is that the disciples are too 

much burdened by the loss they have endured and so are unable to let go of their memories and 

allow Jesus to lead them on into his new life. I think it is the case that we can sometimes cling to 

what is really dead for fear of having to move into something new. A great spiritual guide of 



Ealing abbey called John Main said it is as if we are more afraid of resurrection than we are of 

dying! 

 

Letting go is said to be the key to any spiritual growth, but it is extraordinarily hard to do. 

Memories, indeed all our thoughts and concerns, are, after all, important to us, a large part of our 

identity, our sense of who we are. But if we are living in the past all the time, clearly we are not 

in the present - and it is only in the present time and place where we are that we can be with God. 

He was in the past, but that is gone. He will be in the future, but that has not yet come. It is only 

in the here and now that we can know God and be with God.  

 

Our present just now is so difficult for us - we wish it were not so, it seems like something we 

can only endure - but God must be just as much present now as he ever is. If we can allow 

ourselves to be here and now and not keep wishing it were something else, hard though that is to 

do, then and only then can we know God with us.  

 

The new life of God in the risen Lord is always available to us if we can let go of everything else 

and simply rest in the present moment. And I think the more we can do that, the more we will 

find the strength and courage, the faith and hope, to endure and come through to what lies before 

us, when the crisis is over and we can get back to more normal life. We will be changed, 

however, and maybe we will through this time have been able to reconnect with what really 

matters, what is really important for us as human beings on our journey through life that takes us 

ever nearer to God. 

 

Wishing you every blessing in Eastertide, Fr. Robin. 

Fr Robin is happy to receive any comments or questions you may have. He can be contacted at 

robinburgess@rcdow.org.uk 
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