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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Isaiah 55:1-3.  Come and eat.  The prophet assures 
the exiles in Babylon of the providence and unceasing 

care of God for his chosen people. 
 

Romans 8:35,37-39.  No created thing can ever 

come between us and the love of God made visible 
in Christ.  God is close to all who call on him from 
their hearts.  Nothing of the dangers and the 

difficulties of life is so potent as to blot out the love of 
God for us His children. 

 

Matthew 14:13-21.  They all ate as much as they wanted.  Jesus instructs the 
disciples to give the people something to eat.  Just as God gave Israel manna in the 
desert, so also Christ provides for his people in this ‘lonely place’. 
 

 

PSALM 144:  You open wide your  
hand, O Lord, you grant our desires. 

 

 
Fr. Robin Burgess has prepared a homily for today 

You can read it on our website in the section entitled ‘Homilies/Pastoral 
Letters’ or scroll to the end of this page. 

 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The church building is open for individual private prayer (which includes household groups) and 
for mass. Please check the website each week for opening hours as these change. Procedures 

are in place which comply with government advice to limit the spread of Covid-19.  
 

2nd August 2020     
Dear Parishioners, 
 
During the week a parishioner said to me “I really enjoyed that mass, it just felt like an ordinary 
mass” I know what she meant. There had been no need to mention Covid or our hygiene 
procedures. Everyone present had learned to live with our new arrangements.  
 
Many of our parishioners however have not yet been able to return to church and so it is 
necessary to include in this newsletter much of what was in last week’s newsletter. Recent 
guidelines from the Bishop’s conference has begun to alert parishes to what has changed from 
the last set of guidelines issued and so in the same spirit let me draw your attention to what is 
new to this week’s newsletter: 
 

1. The reflections on the readings at the beginning. 
2. Table of mass intentions. 
3. Details of last week’s collections. 

4. Lots of lovely photographs including the flowers in the church and a photograph of our 
team of steward/cleaners. 

5. Fr Mark’s short paragraphs above. 
6. Fr Robin’s Homily which I am sure you will find insightful. I am very grateful to Fr Robin 

for providing this for us for the last four months. 
 
May God bless you this day and always. 
 
Fr Mark 
 
Booking of Masses New Arrangements from 1st August 
 
From the 1st August parishioners may book two Sunday masses per calendar month. In addition, 
parishioners may book any Sunday mass the day before it takes place if there are places 
available. 
 
From the 1st August parishioners may book any weekday mass. 
 
Both of the above can be done online OR by phoning 078 9989 5483 only if you do not have 
access to the internet. 
 
For the last two weeks there have been unfilled places at some Sunday masses so please 
remember to check on Saturdays in case there are places available. This will allow those 
parishioners who do so to attend more often than twice a month. 
 
The purpose of this system is so that all parishioners who are medically able can attend at least 
two masses per month without being in competition with other parishioners. 
 
The obligation to attend mass remains suspended (see below) but for Catholics attendance at 
mass is a joy and a privilege rather than an obligation. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Supporting the Parish 
 
Since resuming mass many parishioners have returned planned giving envelopes or made cash 
donations. There are collection baskets located at the front of the church at both Sunday and 
weekday masses for parishioners to make their weekly offerings. We are grateful for all those 
who supported the parish by standing order or electronic donations during lockdown and to all 
those who have contributed as mentioned above. 
 
The parish relies on your support, not least to pay for the sanitizing equipment we have bought 
and to pay the four young part time cleaners who are ensuring the church is safe for us all to 
use. 
 
Details of the collection are published below. 
 
Confessions 
Confessions will resume being heard in the parish at the new time of 9.00am – 9.45 am on 
Saturday mornings. You can also make an appointment for the priest to hear your confession by 
ringing 078 9989 5483. Please leave a message if there is no reply and we will ring you back. 
 

Baptism 
The parish can now resume baptisms. These will take place on Saturday mornings at 11.00 am. 
If you have asked to have your child baptised the parish will contact you in the next week to 
arrange a date. 
 
Other Services 
In these weeks our focus has been on reopening safely for mass. The parish will now look at how 
we can resume bringing Holy Communion to the housebound. In due course we will also 
communicate about celebrating First Holy Communion and Confirmations which have been 
delayed. We will also look at whether we can resume devotions such as the Rosary and our prayer 
Group. 
 
As usual for reflections on today’s readings I recommend that you read the homily written by Fr 
Robin which is at the end of this newsletter.  
 
Update on the resumption of Sunday and Weekday mass (as published in last week’s 
newsletter). 
 
I just want to emphasise the following: 
 

1. The parish has employed four young part-time cleaners/stewards to clean the church 
after every service. Having tried it out myself, this work is quite strenuous and given the 
importance of this task and the training involved (which includes the use of PPE) this 
seems the most appropriate arrangement. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
- 

2. The parish is also thankful for everyone who has volunteered to Steward. Our volunteer 
stewards complement the work of our paid staff and enables us to open the church for 
mass and prayer more frequently. 

 
3. Our regular volunteer cleaners will continue to give the church and other buildings their 

normal cleaning routine. 
 

4. The parish is operating a 2.0 metre social distancing policy which means people are not 
obliged to wear masks (but may do so if they wish). 

 
5. The parish has carefully calculated the capacity of the church when being filled in a 

socially distanced way by different sizes of groups. There are 77/76 tickets available for 
each mass. 

 
6. Please see above for the new booking arrangements from the first of August.   

 
 

7. We will only make available a number of tickets consistent with maintaining social 
distancing. 

 
 
Please keep checking the website to learn about updates to our procedures. 
 
As mentioned elsewhere the church is following all government and diocesan procedures to be 
as safe as possible. Sometimes pictures say this better than words so I have posted pictures in 
this newsletter of the following: 
 

1. Battery operated (more to come) and pump action hand sanitizers. 
 

2. One-way system in the church. 
 

3. Touch bins replaced with pedal bins. 

 
4. Seats roped off to maintain 2.0 m distance. 

 
5. No kneeling allowed to maintain social distancing. 

 
6. Hand towels instead of driers. 

 
 
This is not a complete list but it gives an idea of the practical steps we are taking. 
The priest will explain any changes to mass as it is celebrated in these early days. 
 
You will also be glad to see that I have posted some more photos of flowers from the parish 
garden and the church throughout this Newsletter. 



 
 
 
Readers, Altar Servers, Ministers of the Eucharist. 
 

We thank these ministers for all they do. Currently we are contacting ministers on an ad hoc 
basis. Over the next few weeks we will be in touch to put rotas in place for these ministers to 
resume their roles in the liturgy should they be willing to do so. Thank you for your patience. 
 
 
Reopening for Mass 
 
You will know from the news that it is permitted to celebrate 
mass after Saturday the 4th July. Bishop Vincent has 
recorded a message, which you can watch on the diocesan 
website. You can click on this link to find it 
www.rcdow.org.uk   
 
The bishops of England and Wales have also written an 
important letter about how we are to celebrate mass in 

these new circumstances. I encourage you to read this 
letter which can be found beside this newsletter in the 
Newsletter section of the website. 
 
In the Cardinal’s video and the bishop’s letter they make it 
clear that in these extraordinary times the obligation to 
attend mass remains suspended so no one is obliged to 
come to mass. 
 
It will be the case however that Catholics want to attend Mass and so we have devised a way for 
people to do so in a way that accords strictly with the government guidelines on social distancing. 
The factors we have considered are as follows: 
 
Capacity of Osterley Church 

 
The normal capacity of our church is 320 people. Over three masses on a Sunday we have 700 
attendees. This works out at 233 people per mass. The parish will be maintaining 2.0 metres 
social distancing (as far as possible). This means that we can accommodate much less people in 
each mass (76-77). 
 
It is the case that some parishioners will not be able to attend mass due to the need to self-
isolate, nonetheless it is clear that we will have to limit the numbers coming to each mass so we 
can celebrate safely. 
It will not be possible for everybody to attend every Sunday so we have published on this website 
the means by which we are going to ensure that each parishioner can attend Sunday mass twice 
a month. You can book as many weekday masses as you wish. 
 
 
The Parish needs your help to reopen   Stewards – one hour once a month 

 
We need people to volunteer as stewards in the church. In order to be a steward you must: 
 

1. Be deemed healthy and fit for work and should not be in the group classed as clinically 
vulnerable (over 70 years or specific pre-existing health conditions), self-isolating or 
shielding.  

 
Full training will be given and personal protection equipment provided. If you meet the above 
criteria and can commit one hour per month on a Sunday to being a steward please e-mail 
the parish at osterley@rcdow.org.uk  OR ring or text 078 9989 5483 and leave your name and 
contact details clearly . Please seriously consider volunteering so that the parish can 
open safely. 

http://www.rcdow.org.uk/
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Private Prayer in Church  
 
Since Monday 15th June we have been opening the church 
each day for individual prayer. It has been good to welcome 
people back. You can attend with other people who are 
considered to be part of your household.  
 
The parish has put in place social distancing measures, 
hygiene precautions and a cleaning regime which complies 
with Government guidance to limit the spread of 
Coronavirus.   
 
We have battery operated hand sanitizers and pump action 
bottles of hand sanitizer. There is a Steward on duty when 
the church is open to ensure social distancing is observed 
and cleaning will take place throughout the day. We have 
posted some new photographs of some of the measures we 
are taking. 
 

Whilst we look forward to seeing parishioners visiting the church to pray, the obligation to attend 
weekly mass is still suspended and you are not obliged to attend the church for private prayer. 
 
In addition to reopening for mass permission has been given to have funerals and weddings of 
no more than 30 people including ministers etc. We, the church wish to play our part in 
controlling Coronavirus so our leaders will ensure that we observe what social distancing 
measures are necessary.  
 
Planned Giving Boxes 
 
If parishioners wish to donate to the parish when they visit the church, please do so using the 
new drop safe in the lobby. This can be used for planned giving envelopes.  
 
We have sent out new boxes of planned giving envelopes (which start from the 12th April 2020) 
by post.  
 
The parish appreciates that the ability of parishioners to contribute to our collections may have 
been adversely affected by the current pandemic. Please just give what you can. 
 
 
Prayer Resources Online. 
 
It has been wonderful to see so many resources online for Catholics to use during these times.  

The link https://rcdow.org.uk/ brings you to the diocesan website. This has many prayer 

resources and information on the practical steps being taken by the people of our diocese and 
by Caritas Westminster to help people in material need. Caritas Westminster was established 
by Cardinal Vincent using funds donated by parishioners during the “Growing in Faith” 
campaign which ran in the diocese some years ago. 
 
Blessing 
 
Once again I send particular greeting to those who are sick or living alone. You are in my 
thoughts and prayers. We also pray for those who have died, may they rest in peace, and for 
those who mourn, may God console them.  
 
I ask God to bless all those who are still at home in the following words. (Your response is Amen!)  
 
May almighty God bless you. 
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
People: Amen  
 

https://rcdow.org.uk/


 

 

Times of Opening for Individual Prayer for week commencing the 3rd August 2020 

Tuesday, Thursday, 11 am -12 noon 

Saturday 9 am – 10 am  

 
SUNDAY OFFERING AND SUPPORTING THE PARISH: 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
We are conscious that many parishioners may be struggling financially, if however, you are able 
to continue your weekly donations please see how to do this below: 
 

1) On Sunday 5th April those who give by planned giving envelopes ran out of envelopes.  It 

is not currently possible to distribute new boxes of envelopes. 

  

If possible, please set up a Standing Order to replace your Planned Giving Envelopes. To 
see how to do this electronically please See “Donate to our parish” on our website. Should 
you wish, you can change this back to planned giving envelopes when they are distributed 
and movement restrictions lifted. 
 

2) If you give cash, you can set up a standing order in favour of the parish electronically. 

For our bank details please see “Donate to our parish” on our website.  

 
3) You can use the donation facility on our website to make your donation each week by 

credit or debit card. See “Donate to our parish” on our website.  

 
4) If you do not already do so, you can Gift Aid all your donations. This increases your 

donation by 25% at no costs to you. You simply have to pay sufficient tax to cover 25% 

of your donations to the parish. If you do so the government will refund this money direct 

to the parish. Please follow the instructions on the parish website under “Donate to our 

parish” 

 
We know that those who are able, will sustain the parish financially during this challenging time 
and enable us to minister to our parishioners and those in need.   
 
If you have any queries you can contact the parish bookkeeper Steve McEvoy on 

osterleybk@rcdow.org.uk  or 079 3278 3647. Thank you.   

 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: Mass intentions can still be requested via 

e-mail or by ringing the parish office. Please leave a message 

and phone number if there is no reply from the office. Offerings 

for such masses can be made using the online donation link on 

the website or submitting it to the parish only when movement 

restrictions are lifted. Masses offered prior to the reduction in 

Sunday and weekday masses will be allocated to the nearest 

free mass. 
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SERVICE TIMES & INTENTIONS 

2nd August 2020 – 8th August New Mass Times 
 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Please do not call to the parish office without an 
appointment. Enquiries can be made by telephone or 
you can e-mail the parish at osterley@rcdow.org.uk  
 

 PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:  Mrs. L. Faria  
 PLANNED GIVING CO-ORDINATOR:  Mr. Steve McEvoy 
 PARISH BOOKKEEPER:   Mr. Steve McEvoy 
   To contact Mr. McEvoy by email:   osterleybk@rcdow.org.uk 
 300 CLUB:  Enquiries to Parish Office. 
 

ADMIN 
PARISH WEBSITE ADDRESS FOR ONLINE NEWSLETTER: 
  https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/osterley/ 
 
PARISH REGISTRATION:  Please take a Welcome Pack from the 
lobby when the church re-opens in due course.  Completed 
Registration and Planned Giving forms should be posted through the 
door of the Parish house.  Thank you. 
 
BAPTISM: Contact Fr. Mark to arrange a baptism date and attend a 
course. Please complete a form (available in the lobby or online) and 
submit to the Parish Office. Next course: TBA.  
NB Unfortunately courses are now cancelled until further notice. 
Collection for Two Weeks ending 5th July and 12th July 

 
Priests Easter Collection £1,195 (loose and envelopes) + £1,407 
(one weeks standing orders for Easter Sunday) = £ 2,512 
 
CERTIFICATE OF CATHOLIC PRACTICE:  This parish operates a 
system of Mass Attendance Cards.  This is only applicable for parents 
who wish to send their children to a Catholic primary or secondary 
school.  Attendance at 75% of masses at which stickers are given out 
will be deemed to comply with the conditions for receiving a Certificate 
of Catholic practice.  Parents can apply to Catholic schools without a 
Certificate of Catholic practice but will usually be considered after 
those who possess one.  The Certificate of Catholic Practice should be 
downloaded from our website.  (Do not use the form provided by the 
school). Please print one for every school to which you are applying. 

 
Parents/Guardians should begin collating forms two years before 
the closing date for their child’s application to Nursery, Reception, 
Secondary and 6th Form. 
IMPORTANT UPDATE:  Mass attendance stickers were not 
distributed on Sun. 15/3/2020. 
They will not be distributed in the near future until further notice.  
These weeks will be omitted in our calculation of the 75% 
attendance for school admission 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MARRIAGES: 6 months’ notice required.  Please ring the office 
for initial discussion with Fr. Mark. 
 

CONTACTS 
SAFEGUARDING REP: Mrs. A. Trigger. Tel. 07764482186 
Email:  osterleysg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 
 
WEST MIDDX HOSPITAL RC CHAPLAIN:  Tel. 020 8321 
5447.   

 

 

 

REDEMPTORIST PUBLICATIONS bring the Sunday Holy Mass, celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride 

into your home every Sunday. Each Sunday service will be accessed at: https://www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-

mass-online  Visit their BLOG section for a variety of reflections. 

 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 2nd August 

18th Ordinary Time 
9.00 am 

People of the Parish 

Sunday   11.30 am Michael Rodrigues RIP anniv 

Sunday   6.00 pm Tom Doheny RIP anniv 

Tues 4:  7.00 pm 
St John Vianney Priest  
 

Liz Burek RD.  
 

Thu 6:    7.00 pm 
The Transfiguration of 
the Lord  
 

1) John Curran RIP anniv 
2) Mary Agnes RIP (RD) 

Saturday 8th August 
10.00 am St St 
Dominic 

Tadeusz Hermaszewski RIP anniv 

SUNDAY 9th August 
19th Ordinary Time 
9.00 
 

People of the Parish 

Sunday   11.30 Helen Griffin RIP Birthday anniv 

Sunday   6.00 Birthday Intentions 

Loose 
£104 

Envelopes 
£511 

S/Order 
£1407 

Total   
£2,022 
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Homily for the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 2020  

Fr Robin Burgess writes 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Oh come to the water, all you who are thirsty; 

though you have no money, come! 

Buy corn without money and eat, 

and at no cost wine and milk. 

 

These words from the first reading of this Sunday's Mass 

come from one of my most favourite parts of Scripture, 

chapter 55 of the prophecy of Isaiah. (We had another 

short excerpt from this chapter two Sundays ago).  

 

They might strike us at first as a little crazy. How can you buy food and drink without money?  If 

all goods produced were distributed free of cost our economy would soon break down. Apart 

from anything else if would be very unfair on farmers if things were managed in this way. But, 

as we have been seeing the last few weeks, the kingdom of God is not about fair deals and exact 

justice in worldly terms: it is the expression of God's love which goes beyond all our human 

ideas of what is right and just. The same chapter of Isaiah has God says to us, 'my thoughts are 

not your thoughts, my ways are not your ways ... the heavens are as high above earth as my 

ways are above your ways, my thoughts above your thoughts.' 

 

You might think to yourself: am I happy with a God like this? We all tend to see God in ways that 

we can understand and relate to and often as it were cut him down to human size. Think for 

example of the parable of the prodigal son and the interesting figure of the elder brother. He is 

the one who has stayed at home, worked hard, done everything his father has asked him to do - 

and there is nothing wrong with this; to a certain extent it is right and admirable. We are all, I 

imagine, brought up to think that the way to get on in the world is to please our parents and 

teachers, win their approval by being good and obedient and then reap the reward for being so: 

success, reputation, riches.  

The elder brother, however, is also the one who cannot share his father's delight in welcoming 

back the delinquent younger brother, the one who has squandered everything his father gave 

him, made a mess of his life and reached the lowest point of degradation and despair. 

Sometimes you have to come to that point in order to realise where your true self is to be found 

- at home. As is said, home is the place where they have to take you back whether they want to 

or not! 
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I once had an experience of home in this way when I made a bad decision about my future and 

had gone off to start on a new course, but discovered quite soon that it was quite wrong for me. 

I felt very out of place and could not carry on, but had nowhere else to go except back to my 

parents' home from where I had set out. I decided not to forewarn them in advance, but just set 

off on the journey home. In truth I felt a little foolish and ashamed, and like the prodigal in the 

story tried to work out on the way what I could say, how I could explain things.  So imagine my 

delight when I did get back home and my parents seemed surprised certainly - I was supposed 

to be away for several months and was there again in a few days - but also pleased to see me 

and not much interested in my explanation - perhaps they knew something that I didn't!  

 

It was not that serious a mistake and I found a new job quite easily (this was some years ago), 

but it showed me something crucially important about parenthood and about the parenthood 

of God, which is that love is not dependent upon merit. God loves us not because we deserve it 

by being good, but because he is good. This is the error the elder brother falls into. He thinks 

that by working hard, keeping his nose clean, being good and obedient he has earned his 

father's love and really deserves it. He is so caught up in his own feelings about himself that he 

cannot bring himself to share his father's joy. In the famous picture of this scene by Rembrandt 

he stands to one side, tall and aloof, looking scornfully down on the tender reunion of father 

and younger son, shut out because he is shutting himself out from their delight.  

 

Yet, as his father says, 'everything I have is yours.' He is not missing anything if his father 

chooses to be generous to others, but so long as he thinks he has to earn his father's love he 

makes it impossible for himself to receive it. Love, genuine love, is a free gift freely given, and 

can only be received freely. You cannot earn it or buy it. Human love may sometimes be hedged 

about with conditions, strings attached, but God is not like that. This is what Isaiah and the 

parable are saying to us. And once you know this for yourself this is what will release the springs 

of love and generosity in you. When you know you are loved without condition or limitation 

then you can be free to love in turn.  

 

We do see today an example of how generous people can be in the food banks many of our 

churches are providing, where those in need can come to receive offerings of food and drink. 

This is a wonderful practical way of living the Gospel, sharing what we have to help those less 

fortunate than ourselves. The Gospel reading for this Sunday is one of the parables where Jesus 

takes a few fish and loaves and with them is able to feed a large crowd. People sometimes ask, 

what really happened here? One idea is that his example of selfless service inspired those 

present to share what they had. We need not reduce or limit the miracle in this way, but then 

maybe it is something of a miracle that human beings, alongside being self-centred, belligerent 

and dismissive of others, can be generous in sharing what they have - and can be so because 

they know that God is sharing himself with them. This is the one great miracle that our faith 

suggests to us. 
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There is probably something in each one of us of the elder brother, just as there is something of 

the prodigal. We all have a journey of discovery to make, more and more of the free gift of 

God's love to us and to all people. Henri Nouwen in his well known book,The Return of the 

Prodigal, sees both brothers in himself, but also comes to see that he must go beyond the 

nature of both brothers to become the Father - and this the vocation of all God's people: to 

know him in ourselves so that we can become him for others. The early Church put it like this:  

 

 

God became human so that human beings may become God. 

 

 

To which I say, Wow, can that really be? Yes, it is, is what our faith tell us. 

 

 

Wishing you every blessing, Fr. Robin 

 

 

 

  

 Fr Robin is happy to receive any comments or questions you may have. He can be contacted at 

robinburgess@rcdow.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Sanitising equipment in the parish. 
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