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Exodus 34:4-6,8-9.  Lord, Lord, a God of tenderness and compassion.  
God is confirmed in a revelation to Moses as a God of mercy. 
 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13.  The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  In a final greeting Paul exhorts 
the Corinthian faithful to correspond to God’s blessings within them. 
 

John 3:16-18.  God sent his Son so that through him the world 
might be saved.  John tells us that we participate in the eternal life of 
the Trinity when we believe in Jesus’ message of love, appreciate God’s 
strategy of love, and respond in love both to God and to others 
 

 

Psalm Daniel 3:52-56:  To you 

glory and praise for evermore. 

Psalm 103:    
 

 

Fr. Robin Burgess has prepared a homily for today 
You can read it on our website in the section entitled ‘Homilies/Pastoral 

Letters’ or scroll to the end of this page. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
To protect all people, the church building is closed until further notice. We continue to pray 

privately, in our homes and online in union with the church worldwide. 
 

7th June 2020     
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. Fr Robin Burgess has written a homily 
for this feast which I reccommend. You can find it in the homily section or at the end of this 
newsletter. 
 
Since last Monday we have re-entered Ordinary Time, last week being the ninth week of Ordinary 
Time. Today’s solemnity takes precedence over the tenth week of Ordinary time which continues 
tomorrow. 
 
The great religious insight of the Jewish people was that there is 
One God. The great religious insight of Christianity is that, 
although God is one God is also a trinity of persons equal in 
majesty. Many attempts have been made to reconcile these 
seemingly contradictory assertions. I publish in the newsletter 
today some attempts that have been made in art to depict the 
Trinity. I hope you enjoy them and perhaps discuss which one you 
like and why. 
 
I of course like the shamrock which St Patrick pointed out has 
three leaves and yet is one leaf. You can see the shamrock on the 
tail fin of every Aer Lingus plane.  
 
Whilst we may never fully understand the doctrine of the Trinity it 
is rather wonderful that we have been given an insight into the 
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nature of the almighty God. This insight also tells us, that like God we, who have been created in 
God’s image, have also been created to live and move and have our being in community. 
Hopefully your experience of the pandemic has been a positive reminder of how we are supported 
in life by other people. Some of these may be remote, for example an official processing a benefit 
claim whom you will never know or a friend helping out with the shopping. 
 
Life in the parish continues. The vibrant Spring display of flowers has faded but this has forced 
me to see the beauty in some of the foliage on the plants and notice other less obvious plants. We 
have a wonderful display of yellow weeds in the front garden!  The apple and plum trees are 
ripening their crops day by day. Hopefully you will all be able to have up some of these fruits in 
due course.  
 
I always see apples and plums from the parish garden as a symbol of all of the free gifts that God 
gives us in life. On Friday afternoon a volunteer from Cafod named Breege McGregor rang me to 
ask would I be able to bring the attention of my parishioners to an online appeal by Cafod to help 
those in developing countries deal with the effects of the Coronavirus pandemic.  I have posted 
an e-mail from Cafod which gives more information in this newsletter. However if you are in a 
position to help and would simply like to donate to this cause  just click on this link 

cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal. I admired this volunteer’s commitment and am in the fortunate 

positions of being able to respond myself. 
 
On Thursday I conducted the funeral service of one of our oldest and most longstanding 
parishioners Truda Weiler. It was a beautiful service (albeit under Coronavirus regulations)as 
befitted a woman whom a family member, Fr Nigel Wollen described to me in an e-mail as “ a 
great lady”. Many of you will recognise Truda from the photo of her which I publish below. May 
she rest in peace. 
 
Truda was a great lover of animals. She would have approved that the parish house is currently 
home to a cat whose owner is in hospital. The owner has tested negative for Coronavirus so we 
have been able to accommodate the cat. Her name is Rosie (the cat not the owner) and she is very 
well behaved and affectionate. I have taken responsibility for the litter box. My sister has taken 
responsibility for feeding Rosie and rubbing her. Rosie is currently the Parish Cat Emeritus. 
Hopefully she will return to her loving owner soon. 
 
If any parishioners want to send me a jpeg photo of any pets who have been with you during 
lockdown just e-mail them to osterley@rcdow.org.uk and I will put as many photos as I can in the 
newsletter next week. If you are able to put the pets name on the photo that would be great 
otherwise you can include it in the e-mail. 
 
Re-opening of Churches 
The Catholic Church in England and Wales is in active discussions with the government to 
establish when churches can re-open for private prayer and eventually for services. We the 
church want to play our part in controlling Coronavirus so our leaders will ensure that we 
observe what social distancing measures are necessary.  
 
It has been wonderful to see so many resources online for Catholics to use during these times.  

The link https://rcdow.org.uk/ brings you to the diocesan website. This has many prayer resources 

and information on the practical steps being taken by the people of our diocese and by Caritas 

Westminster to help people in material need. Caritas Westminster was established by Cardinal 
Vincent using funds donated by parishioners during the “Growing in Faith” campaign which ran 
in the diocese some years ago. 
 
Once again I send particular greeting to those who are sick or living alone. You are in my 
thoughts and prayers. We also pray for those who have died, may they rest in peace, and for 
those who mourn, may God console them with Easter hope.  
 
 
Whilst we wait patiently to be re-united in body as a community, I ask God to bless you all in the 
following words. (Your response is four times Amen!)  
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May God the Father strengthen and sustain you 
People: Amen 
 
May God the Son befriend and console you 
People: Amen 
 
May God the spirit gift you gifts you need to guide and direct you 
People: Amen 
 
May almighty God bless you. 
The Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
People: Amen  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CAFOD, our Catholic Agency for Overseas Development 

 

CAFOD, our Catholic Agency for Overseas Development, launched its coronavirus emergency appeal on 

30 April. Coronavirus (Covid-19) has now spread worldwide, with confirmed cases in many countries 

where CAFOD works. The effects of coronavirus on developing countries are likely to be devastating.  

Many countries have very weak healthcare systems and will not be able to cope. Families without enough to 

eat and without access to clean water, possibly living with other diseases, will be particularly vulnerable to 

coronavirus.  

It is not just a public health emergency. Many of the world’s most vulnerable people will lose their jobs and 

be unable to support their families. The poorest and most marginalised communities, working hard to 

transform their lives, will be pushed further into poverty. CAFOD is adapting its programmes to help 

manage the risk of coronavirus in communities and working with local Church aid agencies on the frontline 

of this crisis. They are already working to get food to where it is needed most; to improve hygiene, 

handwashing and sanitation in communities and households; producing radio messages, posters and leaflets 

in local languages on risks and prevention; and training community volunteers to carry out awareness 

campaigns.  

In order to continue protecting and improving the lives of those in poor communities, your prayers and gifts 

are needed now more than ever. While we are not able to hold collections in our church, you can donate at 

cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PARISH CAT EMERITUS “ROSIE” 
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SUNDAY OFFERING AND SUPPORTING THE PARISH: 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
We are conscious that many parishioners may be struggling financially, if however, you are able 
to continue your weekly donations please see how to do this below: 
 

1) On Sunday 5th April those who give by planned giving envelopes ran out of envelopes.  It 

is not currently possible to distribute new boxes of envelopes. 

  
If possible, please set up a Standing Order to replace your Planned Giving Envelopes. To 
see how to do this electronically please See “Donate to our parish” on our website. Should 
you wish, you can change this back to planned giving envelopes when they are distributed 
and movement restrictions lifted. 
 

2) If you give cash, you can set up a standing order in favour of the parish electronically. 

For our bank details please see “Donate to our parish” on our website.  

 
3) You can use the donation facility on our website to make your donation each week by 

credit or debit card. See “Donate to our parish” on our website.  

 
4) If you do not already do so, you can Gift Aid all your donations. This increases your 

donation by 25% at no costs to you. You simply have to pay sufficient tax to cover 25% of 

your donations to the parish. If you do so the government will refund this money direct to 

the parish. Please follow the instructions on the parish website under “Donate to our 

parish” 

 
 
We know that those who are able, will sustain the parish financially during this challenging time 
and enable us to minister to our parishioners and those in need.   
 
If you have any queries you can contact the parish bookkeeper Steve McEvoy on 

osterleybk@rcdow.org.uk  or 079 3278 3647. Thank you.   

 
 
 
POPE FRANCIS:  Pope Francis called for all Christians to respond to the coronavirus pandemic 
“with the universality of prayer, of compassion, of tenderness”, adding, “Let us remain united. 
Let us make our closeness felt toward those persons who are the loneliest”. Speaking after the 
traditional recitation of the Angelus, the Holy Father called on all Christians to join together in 
prayer. “In these trying days, while humanity trembles due to the threat of the pandemic, I 
would like to propose to all Christians that together we lift our voices towards Heaven 

 

MASS INTENTIONS: Mass intentions can still be requested via e-mail or by ringing the parish 

office. Please leave a message and phone number if there is no reply from the office. Offerings 

for such masses can be made using the online donation link on the website or submitting it to 

the parish only when movement restrictions are lifted. Masses offered prior to the reduction in 

Sunday masses will be allocated to the nearest free mass. 
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SERVICE TIMES & INTENTIONS 
7th June – 14th June 2020 

 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Please do not call to the parish office without an 
appointment. Enquiries can be made by telephone or 
you can e-mail the parish at osterley@rcdow.org.uk  
 

 PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:  Mrs. L. Faria  
 PLANNED GIVING CO-ORDINATOR:  Mr. Steve McEvoy 
 PARISH BOOKKEEPER:   Mr. Steve McEvoy 
   To contact Mr. McEvoy by email:   osterleybk@rcdow.org.uk 
 300 CLUB:  Enquiries to Parish Office. 
 

ADMIN 
PARISH WEBSITE ADDRESS FOR ONLINE NEWSLETTER: 
  https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/osterley/ 
 
PARISH REGISTRATION:  Please take a Welcome Pack from the 
lobby when the church re-opens in due course.  Completed 
Registration and Planned Giving forms should be posted through the 
door of the Parish house.  Thank you. 
 
BAPTISM: Contact Fr. Mark to arrange a baptism date and attend a 
course. Please complete a form (available in the lobby or online) and 
submit to the Parish Office. Next course: TBA.  
NB Unfortunately courses are now cancelled until further notice. 
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF CATHOLIC PRACTICE:  This parish operates a 
system of Mass Attendance Cards.  This is only applicable for 
parents who wish to send their children to a Catholic primary or 
secondary school.  Attendance at 75% of masses at which stickers 
are given out will be deemed to comply with the conditions for 
receiving a Certificate of Catholic practice.  Parents can apply to 
Catholic schools without a Certificate of Catholic practice but will 
usually be considered after those who possess one.  The Certificate 
of Catholic Practice should be downloaded from our website.  (Do not 
use the form provided by the school). Please print one for every 
school to which you are applying. 
 
Parents/Guardians should begin collating forms two years before 
the closing date for their child’s application to Nursery, Reception, 
Secondary and 6th Form. 
 
IMPORTANT UPDATE:  Mass attendance stickers were not 
distributed on Sun. 15/3/2020. 
They will not be distributed in the near future until further notice.  
These weeks will be omitted in our calculation of the 75% 
attendance for school admission 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MARRIAGES: 6 months’ notice required.  Please ring the office 
for initial discussion with Fr. Mark. 
 

CONTACTS 
SAFEGUARDING REP: Mrs. A. Trigger. Tel. 07764482186 
Email:  osterleysg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 
WEST MIDDX HOSPITAL RC CHAPLAIN:  Tel. 020 8321 
5447.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Truda Weiler RIP. The death has occurred 
of Truda Weiler, aged 93, wife of the late 
Terry Weiler, one of our longstanding 
parishioners. We express our condolences to 
her children Martin, Michael, Teresa and 
Frances and to her grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, family and friends. Truda’s 
funeral will take place on Thursday 4th June 

at Hanworth Crematorium. Family mourners 
only in accordance with current regulations. 
A Memorial Service will be organised in due 
course. May she rest in peace and rise in 
glory. 
 
 

 

SUNDAY 7 June 
Trinityt Sunday 

Maria c Fernandes (anniv)& Caetano 
Fernandes RIP 

Mon 8 June:   
Weekday 10th Ord 
Time 

Tanios Ghoussoub Intention 

Tues 9:   Weekday 
10th Ord Time 

Special Intention 

Wed 10:  :   Weekday 
10th Ord Time 

Tanios Ghoussoub 

Thu 11:   Special 
Intention 

Kathleen and Andrew Curran RIP Anniv 

Fri 12: :   Weekday 
10th Ord Time 

People of the Parish 

Saturday 13: Weekday 
9th wk. 

Deceased members of the Da Costa and 
Fernandes Family 

SUNDAY 14 June 
The Most Holy Trinity 
 

Michael and Sarah O’Sullivan RIP anniv 
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REDEMPTORIST PUBLICATIONS bring the Sunday Holy Mass, celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride 

into your home every Sunday. Each Sunday service will be accessed at: https://www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-

mass-online  Visit their BLOG section for a variety of reflections. 

 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Homily for the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 7th June 2020 

Fr Robin Burgess writes 

Dear Friends, 

 A favourite sight of mine driving on the A4 into London is the Russian Orthodox cathedral which 

you can see on the left just beyond the Chiswick roundabout. It is a tall narrow building topped 

with the characteristic onion-shaped dome, bright blue in colour, sparkling with silvery stars and 

surmounted by a gold cross. Amid the drabness of roads and traffic it is an uplifting vision. 

Inside the cathedral there are many icons, the religious images dear to the Orthodox which 

often appeal also to Western Christians.  
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I like this story of a priest who wanted to mark an anniversary of his parish by commissioning an 

icon from an Orthodox monastery. He gave directions of what he wanted and awaited the 

results. As time went by and the date of the anniversary was approaching he realised that he 

had heard nothing about the icon for a long while, so telephoned the monastery. “It is ready, 

we have been waiting for you to collect it,” said the voice of a monk on the other end. The 

priest replied, “I don’t have time to do that now, could you just pop it in the post?” There was a 

pained silence, then the voice said with some emphasis, “An icon is a sacred object, we would 

never pop it in the post!” “Would do you suggest then, time is short?” the priest asked. “I will 

send Sister Thecla with it,” was the reply. Meaning to be friendly and helpful the priest said, “Oh 

thank you, Sister must stay for lunch when she comes.” Another pained silence, then, 

emphatically again, “Sister Thecla will be fasting when she brings the icon!” The next day the 

priest opened his door to a caller, and there was Sister Thecla with the icon carefully wrapped. 

She bowed, presented it to him and departed without saying a word.  

  

It is obviously right and good that we should have a sense 

of reverence in face of the sacred and divine, and different 

people and traditions will express that in different ways. In 

comparison with ourselves, our human weakness and 

failings, the holiness and goodness of God will be all too 

apparent and naturally evoke our reverence. We cannot 

presume on God's gift to us of himself, his love and care, 

but once we know it is a gift freely given we will know that 

our response can only be one of grateful acceptance and 

we will want to show that by our reverence and in other 

ways. 

 

 

Some of our prayers in the Mass talk about earning or deserving God’s rewards by living well 

and keeping ourselves holy, but I find this attitude misleading. There is literally nothing we can 

ever do to earn God’s love for us, we are never worthy of it or deserve it, and we do not need 

to. As someone once put it, God loves you not because you are good but because God is good. 

The more we think we need to earn God’s love the more likely we are to become closed in on 

ourselves and our efforts, and the less open to receiving it. We become like the elder brother in 

the parable of the prodigal son, who cannot rejoice at his brother’s homecoming because he is 

resentful at not being treated in the same way. That at least is what he thinks, but the father 

has to remind him, 'All I have is yours.' If the father chooses to be generous to others that does 

not mean we will be missing anything. Where love is divine, there is plenty of it to go round for 

everyone. 

This is why we need to be careful, I think, over how we express our reverence. It can so easily 

become abstract, directed towards objects or forms, rituals and beliefs, where God is certainly 

present, but then we lose sight of the need to show reverence towards God’s presence above 

all in people. The Gospel reading for this Trinity Sunday reminds us that God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal 

life – one of the most important messages in the whole of Scripture. God is not separate and 



enclosed in a sacred building or object, but makes himself totally available in our human make-

up, with everything that means, because he wants all people to know his life in them and live 

that life to the full, deeply and richly. The more we can know this to be true of others – in their 

sometimes infuriating human messiness – the less concerned with ourselves and our efforts we 

will be and the more aware of God’s presence in all things, the more real and true our sense of 

reverence. It is not that we need make no effort at all, but realise that our efforts will be 

effective and fruitful to the extent that we know it is God working in us and ourselves co-

operating with God. 

  

For many people today it is an icon that has become a favourite image of the Trinity, the 

painting by Andrei Rublev whose real title is The Hospitality of Abraham. You can read the story 

in chapter 18 of the book of Genesis. Abraham welcomes three visitors and receives them into 

his tent by the oasis of Mamre. The way the account is written strongly suggests that the three 

are emissaries of God and in fact the Lord himself, so everyone sees the icon as a picture of the 

Trinity. The three graceful figures, whose faces are alike and are similarly clad, but with subtle 

distinctions of colour, are seated around a table suggestive of the altar of the Eucharist, united 

in their attentive  love of each other. They form a circle, but it is not a closed circle, for at the 

front of the picture there is an empty space where the viewer is invited to sit at the table and 

feast on the Lord’s goodness. 

 

The church in Westminster is making plans to resume the celebration of Mass in public so that 

we can receive the sacraments again. This will clearly be a welcome advance. I hope, however, 

that through this time of lockdown we may have come to see the importance of the Eucharist 

not so much as an end in itself but as a focus of the many ways in which God feeds us, the many 

ways he makes his presence known - and pre-eminently in the way people deal with each other. 

One of the saddest aspects of this time has been the many deaths of front-line health workers, 

doctors and nurses, who have contracted the virus and died from it while selflessly giving care 

to others who are suffering. Theirs is surely a moving example of truly Christ-like sacrificial love, 

which we should honour - a reminder of how costly and precious is divine love and how it is 

shown above all in the giving and receiving of love among people. 

 

With all best wishes and prayers, Fr. Robin 

 

Fr Robin is happy to receive any comments or questions you may have. He can be contacted at 

robinburgess@rcdow.org.uk 

 

Note The Rublev icon referred to by Fr Robin in his homily is shown below. 
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IMAGES OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


