[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.wmf]




An Invitation to Young Adults from the Cardinal – C

The Holy Cross Charity Ball 2019 – in aid Holy Cross Primary School, The Fulham Bilingual School and the Chelsea Children’s Hospital will take place on Saturday 26th October 2019 from 7.30pm till 1am at the Hurlingham Club, Ranelagh Gardens, London, SW6 3PR. More details and booking forms will be available from next weekend. This will be a major parish community event. Please give it your support. 
First Saturday Monthly Mass – will take place on Saturday 2nd March at 9.30am, followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be administered during the Mass for those who need it, and during the period of Adoration, Fr Michael will be available in the confessional for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Confirmation for Young People 2019 – Application forms for the young people of our parish (School Year 9 and upwards, but no older than 18 years) to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation will be available from Fr Michael personally after all the Sunday Masses next weekend Saturday 2nd/ Sunday 3rd March. The closing date for registration will be no later than Sunday 31st March.  After this, all candidates (with at least one parent present) will be interviewed individually by Fr Michael and the parish catechetical coordinator, Mrs Alexandra Fisher towards the end of April and early May. The six week long intensive course will take place on a Tuesday evening from 6.30pm to 8.30pm commencing Tuesday 4th June in the Hume Centre (Parsons Green Nursery) Cortayne Road. Prospective candidates are expected to be participating at Mass every Sunday and be seriously committed to the practice of their Catholic faith. The Sacrament of Confirmation will be administered by Bishop John Wilson during a celebration of Mass at 5pm on Sunday 7th July 2019. 
LENT – The season of Lent will commence on Ash Wednesday the 6th March. Masses, including imposition of ashes will take place at 9.30am and 7.30pm. The popular devotional booklets ‘Walk with Me’ containing a reflection for each day of Lent are now available in the Church porch price £1.

The ‘Throne of Mercy’ – On Sunday 3rd February, we welcomed Bishop John Wilson, Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster, who solemnly blessed and dedicated the recently completed artwork ‘The Throne of Mercy’ installed in the Sacred Heart Chapel by the famous Catholic sculptor and iconographer Mr Stephen Foster. He also created the image of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Lady Chapel. A5 size booklets are available in the Church porch with pictures and narrative concerning both images for parishioners to take home. 

Catechist Formation: An Introduction to Scripture for Catechists on Saturday 2nd March 10am – 1pm, Hume Centre, Cortayne Road - Pre-booking is required so that course materials can be sent to participants in advance. Book a place by calling: 020 7798 9152 or email: catadmin@rcdow.org.uk If you would like more information about the course, please speak to Alexandra, the parish catechetical coordinator.

Church Cleaners – are urgently required to join our existing team. If you are interesting in keeping our church clean and tidy by volunteering to perform this important task, please contact Annie, in the parish office on 0207 736 1068 or e-mail: parsonsgreen@rcdow.org.uk
The Catenians - are an association of Catholic laymen who are committed to their Faith, their families, to those in need and to each other. Their primary purpose is to establish a network of friends, which enhances their family life, strengthens their Faith and sustains them in difficult times. They support each other, the Catholic Church, young people and those in need.  Their friendships are developed through meeting together locally once a month and enjoying a varied programme of social events together with their families and the widows of members.  Balham Catenian Circle meets every month at The Windmill Hotel and Public House on Clapham Common South Side. The meeting starts at 8pm and is followed by a convivial two-course dinner. The members of Balham Circle cordially invite any interested gentlemen in The Holy Cross Parish to join them as their guests at the meeting on 25th of February or 25th March. Please let us know that you are coming by calling Noel Brownsell on 07788 713919 or by emailing him at noelbrownsell@blueyonder.co.uk  Representatives of the Catenian association will visit our parish over the weekend of 9th and 10th March. 
Westminster Diocese Pilgrimage to Lourdes – led by Cardinal Vincent Nichols will take place from Saturday 20th July to Friday 26th July 2019. The theme for this year’s pilgrimage is ‘Blessed are the poor, for the kingdom of God is yours.’ Fr Michael and his team will lead the bi-annual pilgrimage for people with intellectual and other special needs, as he is Diocesan Chaplain to Caritas St Josephs. Fr Antony Homer has agreed to lead a parish group from Holy Cross should enough people be interested. Please see Fr Michael after Mass and he will give you an ‘interest’ form. 
Cardinal’s Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony, Westminster Cathedral, Saturday 8th June 2018 at 3pm The Cardinal, Archbishop Vincent Nichols, is inviting all couples in the Diocese to this Mass who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2018.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please provide the following details to Annie, the parish administrator as soon as possible. Her contact details are overleaf: Husband and wife’s names, wedding date, Church where married, full home postal address and e-mail (or telephone number, if no e-mail). 

The Laurels School, 1 Chelsea Embankment, London SW3 4LG – Main School and Sixth Form Open Day will take place on Saturday 2nd March from 1pm to 3pm. The Laurels provides an independent education with a Catholic ethos for girls aged 11 – 18 years old. Academic scholarships available. For more information, e-mail  enquiries@thelaurelsschool.org.uk or call 0208 674 7229

We pray for the faithful departed: Recently deceased: Mary Kinsella and all who have died because of conflict, war, terrorism, violent crime or natural disaster. Anniversaries: Julia Daley, Constantine Mendonca.  We pray for those who are sick: Frank Palamara, Antoinette Pinto, Michael Redhead, Anna Wheatcroft, Jenny Guest, Philippa Sirach, Peggy Cosgrove, Kathleen Breen, Ruth Doyle, Jennifer de Claremont and all the sick and housebound in our parish.
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PARISH NEWSLETTER – 7th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Year C) 23rd / 24th FEBRUARY 2019





 











MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS





Sat 23rd Feb: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time


6.30pm	|  People of the Parish    





Sun 24th Feb: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time


9.30am	|  People of the Parish 


11:30am	|  Edmund Speaight (Recovery)  





Mon 25th Feb: Feria


9.30am	|  Mothers Prayer Group (Intentions)   





Tues 26th Feb: Feria


9.30am	|  Constantine Mendonca RIP (24th Anniv 27/2)   


                    


Weds 27th Feb:   *** No Mass Today ***


   


Thurs 28th Feb: Feria


9.30am	|  Julia Daley RIP (3rd Anniv)     


 


Fri 1st Mar:  St David, Bishop, Patron of Wales


9.30am	|  Fr Mark Dunglinson (Get Well)     





Sat 2nd Mar: Feria 


9.30am	|  Monthly Mass for Renewal  including the Anointing of the Sick followed by Adoration and Benediction





**********************************************************************


Reconciliation (Confession) - The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturday from 5.45pm to 6.15pm or on request.





9.30 am Sunday Family Mass Information - During term time only (based on Holy Cross School dates) there is a Creche provided for under 3’s at this Mass. This allows parents to leave their children in a safe environment for the duration of the Mass. Please take them to the 22 Cortayne Road entrance to the Parsons Green Nursery and collect them promptly once Mass is over. All volunteer helpers are DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) accredited. If you do not use this option, children are always welcome to stay within the Church to celebrate Mass with their families. However, you are kindly requested to take your child to the back of the Church, behind the glass wall, if they are disruptive. If you bring toys to the Church, please ensure they are not hard or noisy. Soft toys only please. Many thanks. 





Holy Cross Children’s Liturgy – Children’s Liturgy sessions run every Sunday morning at the 9.30am Mass but only during school term time. There are two groups (1) for children aged from three to five years old (2) for children aged six to eight years old.  Please note that the children will be called forward to go to their special liturgy once the 9.30am Mass commences and will return after the bidding prayers, just before the offertory procession. 


Safeguarding - The Safeguarding representative for Holy Cross Parish, Parsons Greens is Zoe Attard who can be reached at � HYPERLINK "mailto:parsonsgreensg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk" �parsonsgreensg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk� or via the parish office on 0207 736 1068.





Church etiquette – Please make every effort be at Mass in good time When you are in Church, please do not use mobile phones to text, e-mail or make calls. Please dispose of food wrappers and tea/coffee cups before you arrive. Many thanks to all for the efforts we are making to make our Church a more prayerful, special and sacred space


New parishioners – If you are new to the parish having moved to the area ‘Welcome!’ Please complete a pink census form so that we can add you to the parish register, and do say hello to Fr Michael as you leave Mass. 
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SACRAMENTS





Baptism - Before any child is baptised, Fr Michael would wish to meet parents, at least one of whom should be a baptised practising Catholic, for a pre baptism conversation. Please see him after Sunday Mass, and he will give you an application form. Once the form has been completed and received, he will then contact you to arrange a meeting. Catholic parents should please provide copies of their own baptismal certificate and attach it to the application. 





Marriage - Engaged couples seeking marriage in Church should inform Fr Michael at least six months before the intended wedding date so that there is enough time for all the necessary administration to be completed. This requirement applies to marriages taking place here in the parish, in other parts of the UK, and overseas. 





Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick - is available to all those who seek healing in body, mind or spirit. Please contact Fr Michael if you would like to receive it, especially if you are going into hospital. If anyone is sick or housebound within the parish boundary and would like a visit from Fr Michael, please contact the parish office. The Sacrament of anointing will also be administered to those who need it during the 9.30am Mass on the First Saturday of every month. 





First Reconciliation/First Holy Communion Programme 2019 – has already begun and registration for the 2019 course is now closed. If you have any questions or queries, please speak to Alexandra, the parish catechetical coordinator on 0207 736 1068 or she can be reached by e mail (see above)





Confirmation for Young People - The programme leading to the Sacrament of Confirmation for the Young People of our parish (School Year 9 and upwards, but no older than 18 years) takes place annually. Registration forms will be available from Sunday 3rd March and the course will commence in early June 2019. The Sacrament of Confirmation will be administered during a celebration of Mass at 5pm on Sunday 7th July 2019 by the Right Reverend Bishop John Wilson, Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster. 





Adult Confirmation - If you are a baptised Catholic over 18 years old, but for whatever reason did not receive the Sacraments of First Holy Communion or Confirmation, please contact Fr Michael, who will instruct you about the process of completing the Sacraments of Initiation. 





Want to become a Catholic? - If you come to Mass here, and are not baptised; or perhaps have been baptised and belong to another Church/Christian community, but would like to be received and confirmed into the Catholic Church, please take an inquiry form available from the Church porch and return it to Fr Michael in the parish office.








Prayers and Mass intentions - If there is anyone you wish to pray for, living or deceased, then please e mail or call the parish office or speak to Fr Michael after Mass and we will include them in the prayers of our parish community. If you wish to have Mass offered for a particular intention, please refer to Annie in the parish office or to Fr Michael after Mass.

















 


 


 


 


 














