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An Invitation to Young Adults from the Cardinal – C

A message from Tegan McNicholas - I am a parishioner of Holy Cross, and currently studying at University. This year, on the 28th April, I am running in the London Marathon for Children with Cancer UK, a charity which funds research into childhood cancers, raises awareness and supports welfare projects for families affected. It was founded in 1987 with the patronage of the late Princess Diana and has since raised over £230 million. I am hoping to raise £2000. I’m so grateful to have the opportunity to run for such an important cause, and am really excited for the big day! I shall be selling the results of my baking efforts after the 9.30am and 11.30am Masses this weekend. Please drop by, say hello and buy something nice to eat! Thank you for your support. Tegan McNicholas
Holy Week and Easter – The end of school term has now come and many families will be away for their Easter break. We hope you have a happy and restful time. For those who remain, we hope to see you at some - if not all - of the Holy Week and Easter liturgies. Please take an Parish Easter card home with you, which provides all the information you require. Please note that the Masses on Easter Sunday morning are at the usual times 9.30am and 11.30am (not 11am)
Holy Week Penitential Service – will take place at 7.30pm on Monday 15th April, during which an opportunity for individual Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available. A number of priests will be present, and in the final stages of this season of repentance it will be an excellent way of preparing for Easter. Fr Richard Andrew, Parish Priest of Holy Trinity, Brook Green and Dean of Hammersmith and Fulham will give a short reflection after the Gospel at this service. 
Lenten Parish Fundraising Project 2019 – Thank U is a Fulham based community non-profit organisation committed to spreading literacy and IT skills to alleviate poverty. This year, our Lenten fundraising project has been in support of the Padre Pio Eco Learning Centre in Koforidua, Ghana. Thank U is trying to raise £10’000 so that 80 computers can be purchased (reconditioned for tropical countries) to help educate and provide skills training to young people in poor rural areas. There are still booklets and gift aid envelopes in the Church porch for more information, and for anyone who still wants to make a donation. The retiring collection to support this project taken after all the Masses over the weekend of 9th/10th March and the 30th/31st March has so far raised £1047.45. 
Extraordinary Minsters of the Eucharist - If any committed and confirmed parishioner, who participates at Mass every Sunday with a solid devotion to the Eucharist, and would like to be considered for the role of Extraordinary Minister, please contact Fr Michael. New ministers for the Saturday 6.30pm Mass are particularly required.
Readers – If there are adults of any nationality or accent who would like to proclaim the scriptures and read the bidding prayers at the Sunday Masses, please contact Fr Michael. Full training will be provided. 

Catholic Truth Society (CTS) – The CTS racks in the Church porch have been restocked with new titles of interest. Do have a browse and see if there is anything there which will inform your faith. Prices are on the back of each booklet.  
Missio Red boxes – Would those parishioners who kindly save money for the overseas missions in the Missio red boxes please return them for emptying and counting as soon as possible. Thank you
The Holy Cross Charity Ball 2019 – Our planned Charity Ball will raise funds for the Chelsea Community Hospital School, the Holy Cross Catholic Primary School and the Fulham Bilingual School, all of which are an important part of our parish community and family life. Please join us on 26th October 2019 to raise funds for these three wonderful schools! We are rolling back to the Roaring 1920's at the Hurlingham Club. In true Gatsby Glamour, the evening will begin with a Champagne Reception followed by a Three Course Meal, Live Auction, a Raffle and a night of Music fit for dancing. Tickets can now be purchased on line at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/ under the heading ‘Holy Cross Charity Ball’ or by completing a booking form, copies of which are now available in the Church porch. This will be a major parish community event. Tickets will be £110 each. (If you book online, Eventbrite will charge a booking fee of £7.85.) Please give this event your support. For more information, e-mail holycrosscharityball@gmail.com or contact Monica on 07896 639 569 or Catherine on 07909 896 439. 
Planned Giving/Gift Aid – Boxes of planned giving envelopes are still available for collection in white envelopes on the table in the Church porch. Please look for your name and take your box home with you. 
Church Cleaners – are still urgently required to join our existing team. If you are interesting in keeping our church clean and tidy by volunteering to perform this important task, please contact Annie, in the parish office on 0207 736 1068 or e-mail: parsonsgreen@rcdow.org.uk
Newsletter – There will be no newsletter printed for the weekends of 13/14 April and 20/21 April. It will return over the weekend of the 27/28 April
We pray for the faithful departed: Recently deceased: Fr Gerry Burke, Jacqueline Mather, Antoinette Pinto, Lucy Roberts, Robert McCallum-Taggart, Clement Vaz and all who have died because of conflict, war, terrorism, violent crime or natural disaster. Anniversaries: Ned Connolly, Aiden Gabrielle Druce, Mark Sopel We pray for those who are sick: Nick Chaston, Ruth Doyle, Frank Palamara, Jenny Guest, Philippa Sirach, Jennifer de Claremont and all the sick and housebound in our parish.
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS





Sat 6th  April: 5th Sunday of Lent


5.00pm 	|  Stations of the Cross


6.30pm	|  Esther Kenny RIP  





Sun 7th April: 5th Sunday of Lent


9.30am	|  James ‘Pokes’ Joseph RIP


11:30am|  People of the Parish 





Mon 8th April: Lent Feria


9.30am	|  Antoinette Pinto RIP





Tues 9th April: Lent Feria


9.30am	|  Lucy Roberts RIP


                     


Weds 10th April:  No Mass today


   


Thurs 11th April: Lent Feria


9.30am	|  Jacqueline Mather RIP


 


Fri 12th April:  Lent Feria


9.30am	|  For the healing of all survivors of sexual abuse





********************************************************************


Reconciliation (Confession) - The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturday from 5.45pm to 6.15pm or on request.





9.30 am Sunday Family Mass Information - During term time only (based on Holy Cross School dates) there is a Creche provided for under 3’s at this Mass. This allows parents to leave their children in a safe environment for the duration of the Mass. Please take them to the 22 Cortayne Road entrance to the Parsons Green Nursery and collect them promptly once Mass is over. All volunteer helpers are DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) accredited. If you do not use this option, children are always welcome to stay within the Church to celebrate Mass with their families. However, you are kindly requested to take your child to the back of the Church, behind the glass wall, if they are disruptive. If you bring toys to the Church, please ensure they are not hard or noisy. Soft toys only please. Many thanks. 





Holy Cross Children’s Liturgy – Children’s Liturgy sessions run every Sunday morning at the 9.30am Mass but only during school term time. There are two groups (1) for children aged from three to five years old (2) for children aged six to eight years old.  Please note that the children will be called forward to go to their special liturgy once the 9.30am Mass commences and will return after the bidding prayers, just before the offertory procession. 


Safeguarding - The Safeguarding representative for Holy Cross Parish, Parsons Greens is Zoe Attard who can be reached at � HYPERLINK "mailto:parsonsgreensg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk" �parsonsgreensg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk� or via the parish office on 0207 736 1068.





Church etiquette – Please make every effort be at Mass in good time When you are in Church, please do not use mobile phones to text, e-mail or make calls. Please dispose of food wrappers and tea/coffee cups before you arrive. Many thanks to all for the efforts we are making to make our Church a more prayerful, special and sacred space


New parishioners – If you are new to the parish having moved to the area ‘Welcome!’ Please complete a pink census form so that we can add you to the parish register, and do say hello to Fr Michael as you leave Mass. 
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SACRAMENTS





Baptism - Before any child is baptised, Fr Michael would wish to meet parents, at least one of whom should be a baptised practising Catholic, for a pre baptism conversation. Please see him after Sunday Mass, and he will give you an application form. Once the form has been completed and received, he will then contact you to arrange a meeting. Catholic parents should please provide copies of their own baptismal certificate and attach it to the application. 





Marriage - Engaged couples seeking marriage in Church should inform Fr Michael at least six months before the intended wedding date so that there is enough time for all the necessary administration to be completed. This requirement applies to marriages taking place here in the parish, in other parts of the UK, and overseas. 





Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick - is available to all those who seek healing in body, mind or spirit. Please contact Fr Michael if you would like to receive it, especially if you are going into hospital. If anyone is sick or housebound within the parish boundary and would like a visit from Fr Michael, please contact the parish office. The Sacrament of anointing will also be administered to those who need it during the 9.30am Mass on the First Saturday of every month. 





First Reconciliation/First Holy Communion Programme 2019 Registration for the 2019 course is now closed. If you have any questions or queries, please speak to Alexandra, the parish catechetical coordinator on 0207 736 1068 or she can be reached by e mail (see above)





Confirmation for Young People - The programme leading to the Sacrament of Confirmation for the Young People of our parish (School Year 9 and upwards, but no older than 18 years) takes place annually. Registration forms will be available from Sunday 3rd March till Sunday 31st March. The course will commence in early June 2019. The Sacrament of Confirmation will be administered during a celebration of Mass at 5pm on Sunday 7th July 2019 by the Right Reverend Bishop John Wilson, Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster. 





Adult Confirmation - If you are a baptised Catholic over 18 years old, but for whatever reason did not receive the Sacraments of First Holy Communion or Confirmation, please contact Fr Michael, who will instruct you about the process of completing the Sacraments of Initiation. 





Want to become a Catholic? - If you come to Mass here, and are not baptised; or perhaps have been baptised and belong to another Church/Christian community, but would like to be received and confirmed into the Catholic Church, please take an inquiry form available from the Church porch and return it to Fr Michael in the parish office.








Prayers and Mass intentions - If there is anyone you wish to pray for, living or deceased, then please e mail or call the parish office or speak to Fr Michael after Mass and we will include them in the prayers of our parish community. If you wish to have Mass offered for a particular intention, please refer to Annie in the parish office or to Fr Michael after Mass.

















 


 


 


 


 

















