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‘The Spirit of Christmas’ Advent Gift Appeal – In the lead up to Christmas, the Catholic Children’s Society distributes toys, food, clothing and toiletries to over 1,000 disadvantaged children and families. This helps alleviate some of the financial stress many of them experience over what should be a joyful time of year. They would love to receive gifts such as: • Toys • Games/crafts • Books • Gift vouchers • Winter essentials e.g. hats, scarves, gloves or socks (unwanted gifts okay, but NO second hand clothes please) • Everyday items e.g. shampoo, soap, a toothbrush, toothpaste • Food and drink: long life juice, long life milk, tinned fish, tinned meat, tinned fruit, tinned vegetables, biscuits (packets and boxes), boxes of sweets, festive chocolate or cakes, pasta sauces, coffee, jam. Please see the posters at the back of the Church for more information, bring your gifts to Mass, and leave them in the altar servers sacristy by Our Lady’s Chapel. The last opportunity for gifts to be handed in will be NEXT weekend the 14th/15th December (Third Sunday of Advent) so that there is enough time for them to be distributed before Christmas. Thank you for your generosity in this season of good will to all. ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it for me.’ Mt 25: 40‘  Fr Michael
Children’s Liturgy – Nativity Sunday - 9:30am Mass on Sunday 15th December - The children are invited to come to Mass on this day dressed as Angels, Shepherds, Stars, Wise men, Stable Animals, anything Nativity. For this Sunday only, there will be an extended children’s liturgy period and they will only return to the Church after Holy Communion.  Please could you also help them learn the words to the hymn, ‘Away in A Manger’. Thank you
Parish Christmas Card – Please take a parish Christmas card home with you, available in the Church porch. All the times of the Christmas and New Year Masses can be found on the reverse. 

Holy Cross Charity Ball Advent Raffle – Raffle tickets will be sold in support of the Holy Cross Ball designated charities – The Chelsea Community Hospital School, the Holy Cross Catholic Primary School and the Fulham Bilingual School. These will be available for sale again after all the Masses this weekend Sat 7th Dec/Sun 8th December. Five tickets for £10, Winning tickets will be drawn after the 9.30am Mass on Sunday 15th December. 
Holy Cross Parish Advent Service of Seasonal Music and Readings – will take place at 7pm on Thursday 12th December at Holy Cross Church. Mince pies and mulled wine to follow in the Church porch. Retiring collection in support of Connect-Ed, an outreach of the Catholic Children’s Society which assists children and families undergoing mental stress and anxiety.

Fulham Camerata Choir presents – ‘Lully Lulla, Thou Little Tiny Child’ – a celebration of Carols for Choir and Audience, directed by Harry Castle. Saturday 14th December 2019, at 7.30pm at Holy Cross Church, also in support of Connect-Ed, an outreach of the Catholic Children’s Society which assists children and families undergoing mental stress and anxiety. Suggested Concert Donation £10. Tickets can be purchased at the door on the night. Mulled wine and mince pies will be available.  
The Holy Cross Padre Pio group - would like to invite parishioners for a pre-Christmas gathering with tea/coffee and refreshments on Sunday the 8th of December from 5pm to 7pm in the Hume Centre, Cortayne Road. We look forward to seeing you. 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary – will take place on Monday 9th December. Mass will be celebrated as normal at 9.30am and offered for the repose of the soul of the late Christian artist and iconographer Stephen Foster RIP who has recently died. He created the two pieces of artwork which enhance our two side chapels, which are regarded as very fine examples of his craft. 
 
School References - How to obtain a ‘Certificate of Catholic Practice’ from Fr Michael - The purpose of obtaining a reference from any parish priest to support a parental request for a child to gain admission to a Catholic School is to establish regular and genuine Catholic practice; that is, participation at Mass every Sunday and a commitment to the work and ministry of the parish community. If you are planning on asking Fr Michael for a reference from September, please make sure he knows you, and please adhere strictly to the following guidelines: 1. All Certificates of Catholic Practice must be requested by e mail only   michaeldaley@rcdow.org.uk  Parents should indicate what Mass they participate in at the weekend. 2. Fr Michael will require the full name of your child, date of birth and home address with postcode. 3. A photograph of the parents with their child must be submitted by e mail attachment. 4. Parents must indicate how many references they require. In accordance with the Diocese of Westminster General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) all information and images used by the parish office will be deleted once certificates have been approved and completed. 
We pray for the faithful departed: Recently deceased; The victims of the London Bridge Terrorist attack – Jack Merritt and Saskia Jones, Saltan Bin Zayetalara, Stephen Foster, Gillian McLauchlan, Anne McKeever, Jenny Guest and all who have died because of conflict, war, terrorism, violent crime or natural disaster. Anniversaries: Yvonne Burney, Julia Von Bertele.
We pray for those who are sick: Antonio Esteves, Hikmat Bakos, Jack Capps, Angela Sills, Vivian McCormick, Kate Hartin, Ruth Doyle, Philippa Sirach, Lesley Bathfield and all the suffering and housebound in our parish.
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2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT – 7TH / 8TH DECEMBER 2019 (YEAR A)





 


























MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS





Sat 7th Dec: 2nd Sunday of Advent


6.30pm	|  People of the Parish





Sun 8th Dec: 2nd Sunday of Advent


9.30am	|  For the families & children of the parish


11.30am	|  Phyllis De Piro RIP 





Mon 9th Dec: Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary


9.30am	|  Stephen Foster RIP      





Tues 10th Dec: Advent Feria


9.30am	|  Elena Vivolo & Nicola & Filippo Burgazzi


	   (Healing & Protection)   


             


Weds 11th Dec: *** No Mass ***





Thurs 12th Dec: Advent Feria


9.30am	|  Hikmat Bakos (Health & Wellbeing) 


7.00pm	|  Parish Advent Carol Service 





Fri 13th Dec: St Lucy, Virgin & Martyr


9.30am	|  Thanksgiving





*******************************************************************


Reconciliation (Confession) - The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturday from 5.45pm to 6.15pm or on request.





Babies and Children - During term time only (based on Holy Cross School dates) there is a Creche provided for under 3’s during the 9.30am Mass which allows parents to leave their children in a safe environment at the Cortayne Road entrance to the Parsons Green Nursery. All volunteer helpers are expected to be DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) accredited in accordance with the Diocese of Westminster Safeguarding policy. If you do not use the crèche, babies are always welcome to remain in Church. However, you are kindly requested to take your child to the back of the Church, behind the glass wall, if they are disruptive. If you bring toys to the Church, please ensure they are not hard or noisy. Soft toys only please. Many thanks. 





Holy Cross Children’s Liturgy – Children’s Liturgy sessions run every Sunday morning at the 9.30am Mass but only during school term time. There are two groups (1) for children aged from three to five years old (2) for children aged six to eight years old.  Children are called forward to go to their special liturgy once the 9.30am Mass commences and return after the bidding prayers.


Church etiquette – Please make every effort be at Mass in good time. When you are in Church, please do not use your mobile phone to text or make/receive calls. The bins next to the various candle stands around the Church are for spent candle cases only. Please do not use them for coffee cups, food wrappers or used wet wipes and soiled nappies. Please use the bin in the toilet area or take them home with you in a plastic bag. Many thanks to all for the efforts we are making to make our Church a more prayerful, special and sacred space.


SOS PRAYER LINE - “Because nothing is impossible to God”


Request for prayer answered personally by telephone


 020 7434 9211 7 days a week, 7pm-11pm











SACRAMENTS








Baptism - Before any child is baptised, Fr Michael would wish to meet parents, at least one of whom should be a baptised practising Catholic, for a pre baptism interview. Please see him after Sunday Mass, and he will give you an application form. Once completed and received, he will then contact you to arrange a meeting. Catholic parents should please provide copies of their own baptismal certificate and attach it to the application. 





First Reconciliation/First Holy Communion Programme Registration for the 2020 programme is now closed. If you have any questions or queries, please speak to Alexandra, the parish catechetical coordinator on 0207 736 1068 or she can be reached by e mail (see above)





Confirmation for Young People - The programme leading to the Sacrament of Confirmation for the Young People of our parish (School Year 9 and upwards, but no older than 18 years) takes place annually. Registration for the 2020 course will take place in Lent 2020. If you have any questions or queries, please speak to Alexandra, the parish catechetical coordinator on 0207 736 1068 or she can be reached by e mail (see above)





Adult Confirmation - If you are a baptised Catholic over 18 years old, but for whatever reason did not receive the Sacraments of First Holy Communion or Confirmation, please contact Fr Michael, who will instruct you about the process of completing the Sacraments of Initiation. 





Want to become a Catholic? - If you come to Mass here, and are not baptised; or perhaps have been baptised and belong to another Church/Christian community, but would like to be received and confirmed into the Catholic Church, please take an inquiry form available from the Church porch and return it to Fr Michael in the parish office





Marriage - Engaged couples seeking marriage in Church should inform Fr Michael at least six months before the intended wedding date so that there is enough time for all the necessary administration to be completed. This requirement applies to marriages taking place here in the parish, in other parts of the UK, and overseas. 





Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick - is available to all those who seek healing in body, mind or spirit. Please contact Fr Michael if you would like to receive it, especially if you are going into hospital. The Sacrament of anointing will also be administered to those who need it during the 9.30am Mass on the First Saturday of every month. This requirement applies to marriages taking place here in the parish, in other parts of the UK, and overseas.





Prayers and Mass intentions - If there is anyone you wish to pray for, living or deceased, then please e-mail or call the parish office or speak to Fr Michael after Mass and we will include them in the prayers of our parish community. If you wish to have Mass offered for a particular intention, please refer to Annie in the parish office or to Fr Michael after Mass.





Parish Safeguarding Officers - Mrs Zoe Attard: � HYPERLINK "mailto:parsonsgreensg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk" �parsonsgreensg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk� and 


Ms Aisling McKeown: � HYPERLINK "mailto:parsonsgreensg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk" �parsonsgreensg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk� 





























