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‘Thank You!’ – very much indeed to all those who sent cards, gifts and messages to Fr Michael, Alexandra and William for Christmas and New Year. Your thoughtfulness and generosity was, and remains, very much appreciated. With all good wishes and every blessing for 2020. Fr Michael
Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) - is the oldest pro-life campaigning and educational organisation in the world. It was founded in January 1967 to oppose the abortion bill being debated in Parliament at the time. That bill would go on to become the 1967 Abortion Act. SPUC is a grassroots organisation, with over 100 branches and 45,000 supporters across England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. Abortion is the biggest killer of children in the world today, and has tragically claimed the lives of over 9 million children in the UK since the passing of the 1967 Abortion Act. SPUC's principal argument against abortion rests on the humanity of the unborn child and the right to life. They base all their work and advocacy on principles of natural justice: It is wrong to kill innocent human beings - Everyone should be treated equally- All human beings are people with rights - Children deserve special protection and care - The weakest in society must be protected by the law. These are principles that everyone can agree on, whatever their political, religious or cultural beliefs. Please support the work of SPUC. There will be a retiring collection after all the Masses this weekend, 11th and 12th January.
Mary’s Meals - The Catholic Charity Mary’s Meals wants your unwanted clothing and bedding (no duvets or pillows please) and will be at our church until 11.30am on Sunday 26th January to collect them all. Put your clothing/bedding into tied sacks and bring them to Mass where a van will be here to pick them up. Amazingly, four full black sacks of good quality clothing will feed a child one good nutritious meal every school day for a whole year! Mary’s Meals is a charity that sets up school feeding programmes in communities where poverty and hunger prevent children from gaining an education. Thank you for your support. 
First Reconciliation/First Holy Communion programme – Just to remind parents of those children already registered that the First Reconciliation/First Holy Communion programme commences this weekend - Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th January 2020. For any further clarification, please speak to Alexandra, the parish catechetical coordinator after Sunday Mass or e-mail  alexandrafisher@rcdow.org.uk
School References - How to obtain a ‘Certificate of Catholic Practice’ from Fr Michael - The purpose of obtaining a reference from any parish priest to support a parental request for a child to gain admission to a Catholic School is to establish regular and genuine Catholic practice; that is, participation at Mass every Sunday and a commitment to the work and ministry of the parish community. If you are planning on asking Fr Michael for a reference from September, please make sure he knows you, and please adhere strictly to the following guidelines: 1. All Certificates of Catholic Practice must be requested by e mail only   michaeldaley@rcdow.org.uk  Parents should indicate what Mass they participate in at the weekend. 2. Fr Michael will require the full name of your child, date of birth and home address with postcode. 3. A photograph of the parents with their child must be submitted by e mail attachment. 4. Parents must indicate how many references they require. In accordance with the Diocese of Westminster General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) all information and images used by the parish office will be deleted once certificates have been approved and completed. 

Financially supporting our parish - If you come to Mass regularly at Holy Cross and wish to support the upkeep of our parish, then you are encouraged to do so by Bank Standing Order. This is a payment directly taken from your own bank account to the Church bank account and is the easiest and most secure method to give (because nobody has to handle money and pay it into the bank) Paying by Bank Standing Order is most suitable if you have a regular income which is paid into your own bank each month. It is also very easy to set up. All you have to do is fill in a Bank Standing Order form, with your bank account details, the day of the month you want your gift to be made and the amount you have decided to give each month. You then simply return the completed form to the Parish Office. You can also easily change the amount of your Bank Standing Order (should your circumstances change, or when you review your giving) by contacting your bank.  If you would like to give by this method, please pick up a standing order form which you will find on the table top in the Church porch or ask Annie the Parish Administrator in the Parish Office. Many thanks for supporting your parish. 

The Holy Cross Parish Charity Ball – will take place on Saturday 2nd May 2020 and raise funds for Holy Cross Primary, the Fulham Bilingual and the Chelsea Community Hospital Schools. The evening will begin with a Champagne Reception followed by a Three Course Meal, Live Auction, Raffle and a night of Music and Dancing. The theme will be ‘Great Gatsby’ but this does not have to be reflected in evening wear. Tickets at £110 each can be purchased by completing a booking form, copies of which can be sent on request by e mail attachment from  holycrosscharityball@gmail.com Hard copies of the form are also available on the table in the Holy Cross Church porch. For more information, please contact Monica on 07896 639 569 or Catherine on 07909 896 439. Please note that Mon 4th May 2020 is not be a bank holiday as the early May Bank Holiday in 2020 has been moved to Friday 8th May because of the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day. We would gratefully welcome donations of Raffle and Auction prizes for this event. Please do what you can to support our fundraising efforts. Also, if you are planning on coming and have not yet purchased tickets, we would kindly ask that you do so as soon as possible, so that we have a good idea of numbers coming. Thank you for supporting this major event in the life of our parish. The Holy Cross Charity Ball Organising Committee. 

We pray for the faithful departed: Recently deceased; Simon Matthews, Minnie Irene Rickinson and all who have died because of conflict, war, terrorism, violent crime or natural disaster. Anniversaries: Umberto Ratti, Louise Young, Mary Coll, Stanley Bertram –Upton, Alex Ross, Sian Chambers, Mary Pincis and Julia Philpot.

 We pray for those who are sick: Jack Capps, Angela Sills, Vivian McCormick, Kate Hartin, Ruth Doyle, Philippa Sirach, Lesley Bathfield and all the suffering and housebound in our parish. 
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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD – 11TH / 12TH JANUARY 2020 (YEAR A) 





 


























MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS





Sat 11th Jan: The Baptism of the Lord (Year A)


6.30pm	|  People of the Parish





Sun 12th Jan: The Baptism of the Lord (Year A)


9.30am	|  Umberto Ratti RIP (15th Anniv)


11.30am	|  Minnie Irene Rickinson RIP 





Mon 13th Jan: Feria


9.30am	|  Thanksgiving      





Tues 14th Jan: Feria


9.30am	|  Mary Daley RIP (Birthday Remembrance)


             


Weds 15th Jan: *** No Mass ***





Thurs 16th Jan: Feria


9.30am	|  Holy Souls 





Fri 17th Jan: St Anthony, Abbot


9.30am	|  For the unity of Christians 





*******************************************************************


Reconciliation (Confession) - The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturday from 5.45pm to 6.15pm or on request.





Babies and Children - During term time only (based on Holy Cross School dates) there is a Creche provided for under 3’s during the 9.30am Mass which allows parents to leave their children in a safe environment at the Cortayne Road entrance to the Parsons Green Nursery. All volunteer helpers are expected to be DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) accredited in accordance with the Diocese of Westminster Safeguarding policy. If you do not use the crèche, babies are always welcome to remain in Church. However, you are kindly requested to take your child to the back of the Church, behind the glass wall, if they are disruptive. If you bring toys to the Church, please ensure they are not hard or noisy. Soft toys only please. Many thanks. 





Holy Cross Children’s Liturgy – Children’s Liturgy sessions run every Sunday morning at the 9.30am Mass but only during school term time. There are two groups (1) for children aged from three to five years old (2) for children aged six to eight years old.  Children are called forward to go to their special liturgy once the 9.30am Mass commences and return after the bidding prayers.


Church etiquette – Please make every effort be at Mass in good time. When you are in Church, please do not use your mobile phone to text or make/receive calls. The bins next to the various candle stands around the Church are for spent candle cases only. Please do not use them for coffee cups, food wrappers or used wet wipes and soiled nappies. Please use the bin in the toilet area or take them home with you in a plastic bag. Many thanks to all for the efforts we are making to make our Church a more prayerful, special and sacred space.








SOS PRAYER LINE - “Because nothing is impossible to God”


Request for prayer answered personally by telephone


 020 7434 9211 7 days a week, 7pm-11pm











SACRAMENTS








Baptism - Before any child is baptised, Fr Michael would wish to meet parents, at least one of whom should be a baptised practising Catholic, for a pre baptism interview. Please see him after Sunday Mass, and he will give you an application form. Once completed and received, he will then contact you to arrange a meeting. Catholic parents should please provide copies of their own baptismal certificate and attach it to the application. 





First Reconciliation/First Holy Communion Programme Registration for the 2020 programme is now closed. If you have any questions or queries, please speak to Alexandra, the parish catechetical coordinator on 0207 736 1068 or she can be reached by e mail (see above)





Confirmation for Young People - The programme leading to the Sacrament of Confirmation for the Young People of our parish (School Year 9 and upwards, but no older than 18 years) takes place annually. Registration for the 2020 course will take place in Lent 2020. If you have any questions or queries, please speak to Alexandra, the parish catechetical coordinator on 0207 736 1068 or she can be reached by e mail (see above)





Adult Confirmation - If you are a baptised Catholic over 18 years old, but for whatever reason did not receive the Sacraments of First Holy Communion or Confirmation, please contact Fr Michael, who will instruct you about the process of completing the Sacraments of Initiation. 





Want to become a Catholic? - If you come to Mass here, and are not baptised; or perhaps have been baptised and belong to another Church/Christian community, but would like to be received and confirmed into the Catholic Church, please take an inquiry form available from the Church porch and return it to Fr Michael in the parish office





Marriage - Engaged couples seeking marriage in Church should inform Fr Michael at least six months before the intended wedding date so that there is enough time for all the necessary administration to be completed. This requirement applies to marriages taking place here in the parish, in other parts of the UK, and overseas. 





Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick - is available to all those who seek healing in body, mind or spirit. Please contact Fr Michael if you would like to receive it, especially if you are going into hospital. The Sacrament of anointing will also be administered to those who need it during the 9.30am Mass on the First Saturday of every month. This requirement applies to marriages taking place here in the parish, in other parts of the UK, and overseas.





Prayers and Mass intentions - If there is anyone you wish to pray for, living or deceased, then please e-mail or call the parish office or speak to Fr Michael after Mass and we will include them in the prayers of our parish community. If you wish to have Mass offered for a particular intention, please refer to Annie in the parish office or to Fr Michael after Mass.





Parish Safeguarding Officers - Mrs Zoe Attard: � HYPERLINK "mailto:parsonsgreensg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk" �parsonsgreensg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk� and 


Ms Aisling McKeown: � HYPERLINK "mailto:parsonsgreensg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk" �parsonsgreensg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk� 





























