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Good Shepherd Sunday 
 

Saint Joseph: The Dream of Vocation 
This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday or Vocations Sunday. In his message for this Sunday, Pope Francis focuses on Saint 

Joseph. Saint Joseph is extraordinary, yet at the same time someone so close to our own ordinary human experiences. He did 

not do astonishing things, he had no unique charisms (spiritual gifts), nor did he appear special in the eyes of those who met 

him. He was not famous or even noteworthy: the Gospels do not report even a single word of his. Still, through his ordinary 

life, he accomplished something extraordinary in the eyes of God.  
 
God looks on the heart, and in Joseph he recognised the heart of a father, able to be life-giving in the midst of daily routines. 

All vocations have this same goal: to give and renew life every day. The Lord desires to shape hearts that are open, capable of 

great initiatives, generous in self-giving, compassionate in comforting anxieties and steadfast in strengthening hopes.  
 
Vocations such as the priesthood and consecrated life greatly need these qualities. In these uncertain times, with the sufferings 

of the pandemic, with fears about the future and the very meaning of life, Joseph comes to meet us in his gentle way as one of 

“the saints next door”.  
 
Saint Joseph’s witness suggests to us three key words for each individual’s vocation.  
 
Dream  

Everyone dreams of finding fulfilment in life – but goals like success, money and entertainment cannot truly satisfy. If we 

were to ask people to express in one idea their life’s dream, it would be “to be loved”. Love gives meaning to life, because it 

reveals life’s mystery: we only have life if we give love; we only truly possess love if we generously give it away. Through 

the dreams that God inspired in him, Saint Joseph made his life a gift.  
 
Service  
The Gospels show how Joseph lived entirely for others and never for himself. Whatever our vocation - whether to marriage, 

apostolic celibacy, holy orders or religious life - it involves the gift of oneself.  
 
Fidelity  

The word fidelity means faithfulness – honest, lasting devotion. Joseph is the “righteous man” (Mt 1:19) who each day quietly 

serves God and his plans. At every particularly difficult moment in his life, he thoughtfully considered how to act, pondering 

things patiently. He knew that success in life is built on constant fidelity to important decisions. He did this in his trade as a 

carpenter, and as a father. Any vocation matures only through daily fidelity.  
 
Our fidelity is nurtured in the light of God’s own faithfulness. The first words that Saint Joseph heard in a dream were 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid” (Mt 1:20). We need not be afraid because God remains ever faithful to his promises. 
 
‘Do not be afraid’: the Lord also addresses these words to you, whenever you act on your desire to give your life to him. He 

repeats these words when you seek to follow his will every day. They are words you will hear anew at every step of your vo-

cation; they accompany all those who – like Saint Joseph – say yes to God with their lives. This fidelity is the secret of joy 

experienced daily by those who care for what truly matters: 

faithful closeness to God and to our neighbour.  
 
I pray that you will experience this same joy, dear brothers and 

sisters, who have generously made God the dream of your 

lives, serving him in your brothers and sisters through 

a fidelity that is a powerful testimony in an age of ephemeral 

choices and emotions that bring no lasting joy. May Saint Jo-

seph, protector of vocations, accompany you with his fatherly 

heart! 
 
 
Text adapted from the Message of His Holiness Pope Francis  

for the 2021 World Day of Vocations 

The full message can be read here  

Liturgy Times this Week 
 

Saturday   24  Mass   6.30pm Michael de Cruze RIP  

              John & Christine Mathias RIP 
                
Sunday     25  Masses  9.30am  James McHugh RIP 

              Ethel Seneviratne RIP 

              Merlinia de Oliveira (Birthday)    
            
           11.30am  Jo & Tony Fewkes RIP 

              Eugene Garcia RIP 

              Birthday Thanksgiving 
 
Monday    26  Mass   10.00am Denis Athanasopoulos RIP 
 
Tuesday    27  Mass       10.00am In Thanksgiving 
 
Wednesday  28  No Mass  
           
Thursday    29  Mass   10.00am Leonard Cabral RIP (Anniv) 
    
Friday    30     Mass   10.00am Hannah Tran   
          
Saturday   1  Mass    6.30pm Joe Muldoon RIP 

              Leonard Cabral RIP (Anniv)   
      
     5th SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sunday     2  Masses  9.30am  John Maye RIP (Anniv)   

              11.30am  Gonsalves Family     

         

Confession 
Please contact the parish office to book an appointment. 

Please pray for: Hannah Tran, Mary 

Cunningham, Mary Dykes, Clare Ashton, 

William Swords, Gigi Reale, Jo Dearlove, 

Malgorzata Myrkwa, Terril Park, George 

Brum, Chris Keeffe, David Newbert, 

Teresa Oatway, Stanley Cummins, Avit 

Castillo, Avelina Pelaez Siddiqi, Marlene 

Lock, Michael Delaney, Maria Wales, 

Suzanne Acton, Carl Bryan,  

for those who died recently: Mariano De 

Gregorio, Bridget Rozario, Sedley Gayle, 

Joseph Cedric Robertson, Margaret Tay-

lor, José Fernandes, Eugene Garcia, 

Teresa Warner and Michael Murray 

(brother of Charlie Murray),  

and for those whose anniversaries occur 
about this time: Dorcas D’Colyse, Mi-

chael Harvey, Mary Culkin, Sophia 

Pergjergji and Raymond Murphy, Keith 

Murray, Michael Linnane, Irene Naylor 

King, Patsy Keaveny, Livio Upali, 

Monica Galvin, Gerard O’Flynn, john 

Daly, Pearl Fernando, Frank Reynolds, 

Leonard Cabral and Hedy Tremayne. 

Tabernacle Candlelight  
This week for  

 
FR. AGUSTIN & HIS FAMILY 

 
May the Lord bless them and keep them 

close to his heart. 

 

Mass Intentions /  

Tabernacle Candlelight 

If you would like to book a Mass or the candlelight, please 

use the small brown envelopes that you will find in the lobby. 

You can put the envelope with your donation in the collection 

basket or put it through the parish office door. Please always 

give a contact number, as you may not be able to have the 

date that you would like.  
 
You can also book over the phone and also pay online via a 

bank transfer, just contact the parish office for details. 
 
At present, it is possible to celebrate Masses for more than 

one intention however, we would encourage parishioners, 

wherever possible, to select a weekday Mass and not always 

select a weekend, as these book up very fast. 
 
If you have arranged to have a Mass celebrated for a specific 

intention and do not wish to have that intention included with 

other intentions, in what is known as a Collective Intention 

Mass, please let us know when you book the intention. 

 

Flowers For The Church 
 

If you would like to dedicate an arrangement to a loved one or 

to mark a special occasion, please put your donation and inten-

tion in an envelope and place it in the collection basket at the 

end of Mass or hand it in to the parish office. You can also 

make a general donation towards the flowers, if you wish. If 

you would like to donate online please contact the parish of-

fice for details. 

Lighting candles 
 

If you would like to light a candle before or after Mass, please 

just let a steward know as you arrive or when you leave, and 

they will light it for you.  There is a box on the table in the 

lobby for your donation towards the candles. Please just let us 

know whether you would like a white candle (burns for 1 

hour) or a red one (burns for approx. 4 hours) and how many 

you would like.  Please donate what you think is appropriate 

bearing in mind the red candles burn for longer and cost us a 

bit more. 

Last Week’s Newsletter - Correction 
 

There was a mistake in last week’s newsletter. The candlelight notice should 

have read... 
 

For  

CALLUM BRUM 
 

...A special young boy much loved by his family 

Congratulations...   
to LILY GRACE SARAH ABDULAHAD 

 
who will be baptised during the Sunday 11.30 Mass. 

 
Please pray for Lily Grace Sarah as she is welcomed into the Holy Church, her parents and godparents. 

Prayer to St Joseph 
 

Blessed St Joseph, 

you listened in the depth of your heart to the call of God for  

you to participate in his plan for the salvation of the world, 

you responded with faith to that invitation. 

 

Help me listen for the call of God in my life, 

help me understand what the Holy Spirit is asking of me, 

and help me be open to follow that invitation, 

with courage and a trusting heart. 

May your fatherly hand guide me and keep me safe. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
 

Monday 26th April   Baptism Course                7.30pm       via Zoom 

Tuesday 27th April   Finance Committee Meeting            5.00pm       via Zoom 

Thursday 29th April  First Holy Communion - Lesson 1          6.30pm       via Zoom 

Thursday 6th May   GLA Elections              There will be a 10.00am Mass as normal. 

Thursday 13th May   First Holy Communion - Lesson 2           6.30pm       via Zoom 

Help Needed 

Volunteers during mass 

We are looking for more volunteers to help as stewards during Mass, in particular the Sunday 11.30am Mass.  

If you normally attend this Mass and can help, please contact us. 

 
Singers & Musicians 

Music is an integral part of the celebration of Mass, a way of expressing our thanksgiving and joy.  

We are looking for individuals who can play the piano or guitar as well as anyone who would like to form part of a choir or is 

confident singing solo.  

 
Catechists & Helpers 

We are looking for more volunteers to support our First Holy Communion Programme this year and next year.  

We are looking for individuals who have the ability to relate with ease to children and enjoy working with them, as well as 

having a commitment to the essential teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, and the ethos of the parish.  

Previous experience is not essential. 

 

If you are interested in any of these roles, please contact the parish office by phone or email. 

Donations Needed - Toiletries 
 

Two charities  - Emmaus House (Acton) and The Companions of the Order of Malta are looking for donations. . 

Both charities do amazing work helping the homeless; Emmaus House helping, those not too far from us in West London and 

the Order of Malta provides support across the country.  You can read a little bit more about them below. 
 
Both charities are looking for donations of toiletries -  
 

Toothpaste, Toothbrushes,  

Soap and Shower Gel,  

Shampoo, Conditioner,  

Razors, Shaving Foam,  

Deodorant, Multi packs of tissues 

 

If you would like to donate 

Please bring your items next time you come to Mass and place in the collection boxes under the table in the lobby. 

You can also drop them off at the parish office (No. 41, Monday-Friday only) and leave your bags just inside the porch. 

Calling All Readers! 
 

It’s wonderful to see more and more familiar faces returning to Mass. With restrictions easing, more of us getting vaccinated 

and no longer needing to shield, we are slowly and cautiously trying to get back to things we once used to do. 
 
Up until now, we have had one reader per Mass but very soon, (beginning of May) we would like to go back to having two 

readers per Mass and reintroduce bidding prayers.  
 
If you were previously a reader but, have not read for a while, we will be contacting you to see if you would like to resume 

this important ministry.  If you are currently not a reader, but it is something you would like to know more about, please con-

tact the parish office by phone or email. 

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony 

Saturday 15th May 2021 via live-stream from Westminster Cathedral at 3.00pm 

 

The Cardinal will be celebrating a live-streamed Mass for all couples in the Diocese who are celebrating their 5th, 10th, 25th, 

30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2021.  
 
If you are celebrating one of these anniversaries and would like to join the live-streamed Mass, please contact the parish  

office and provide the following details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address and email (or telephone 

number if no email). These details will be sent to those organising this celebration.  
 
An Order of Service can be downloaded from the Cathedral website before the event – www.westminstercathedral.org.uk. 

St John Fisher Catholic Primary school 

 

 

Reception Places 
 

Parents who applied for a Reception place before 15th January should have received an offer letter or email confirming which 

school has offered them a place.  
 
If you were hoping to secure a place at St John Fisher but have been offered a place at another school, or you missed the  

application deadline, and would like your child to go to St John Fisher School, please contact the school admissions team to 

enquire about places that may be available. 

 
Please email:     admin@st-johnfisher.ealing.sch.uk   

 

 

Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 
 

 
The school is looking to form a Parent Teacher Association which will work to strengthen the links between home and school 

by involving parents in the life of the school, sharing information, experiences and ideas.  
 
The group will also be responsible for coordinating fundraising activities and other social events in the school, which will sup-

port the ongoing development and educational experience of the children as well as external charities. 
 
If you are a parent with a child who currently attends the school and would like to join the PTA or find out more, please con-

tact Ms Rebecca Sullivan. 

 

 

Foundation Governor 
 

The school has a vacancy for a Foundation Governor to join the Board of Governors. 
 

What is a foundation Governor? 
The primary purpose is to ensure that  the school is governed in accordance with the directives of the Bishop. They are some-

one who is appointed by the diocese to represent, preserve and develop the Catholic character of the school.  

  

What does a Foundation Governor do? 

They ensure the Catholic ethos of the school is upheld and manage the school’s admission criteria. They oversee the financial 

performance of the school and set the budget. They are involved in the recruitment of senior leaders in the school and hold the 

Headteacher to account.  
 
What are the time commitments? 
The average Foundation Governor role will take approx. 10-12 hours per month however, this will vary. It includes attending 

one governing body meeting per term and serving on at least one committee. 
 
Who can be a Foundation Governor? 
You must be over 18. and be a practising and committed Catholic and not be disqualified by law from being a governor. 

Each governor brings their own experience to the role and a wide range of skills is useful. An inquisitive mind and a passion 

for excellence are a plus. 

 
If you would like to find out more, further information can be found on the following websites:  

Diocese of Westminster Education     The Catholic Education Service 

 
If you are interested please speak to Ana Hains in the parish office or Fr Agustin, who are both Foundation Governors. 

 

Priest Training Fund Collection 
 

This Sunday there will be a second collection after each Mass for the Priest Training Fund.  
 
This fund pays for the priestly formation of men for the Catholic priesthood. There are currently 42 men studying at Allen 

Hall seminary, 18 of whom are for our own Diocese, and two men are studying in Rome, also for our Diocese. Last year two 

men who studied at Allen Hall and one who studied in Rome ordained to the priesthood to serve as our future priests. The 

fund also supports the ongoing enrichment and formation of our ordained priests. Your gift ensures we can provide training 

for these men responding to Christ’s call to dedicate their lives to serve God’s people.  

 

Please be as generous as you can. Please also pray for vocations and for all our priests.  

If you do not have a donation leaflet, plenty are still available at the back of the church. You can donate online anytime at 

www.rcdow.org.uk/donations  

Thank you  


