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Opposing the Assisted Dying Bill 2021 

 
In 2021, a Private Members Bill on ‘Assisted Dying’ was introduced in the House of Lords by Baroness Molly Meacher, Chair of 

Dignity in Dying. It is due its second reading on 22 October, where there will be a full debate in the House of Lords. Our Lead 

Bishop for Life Issues, Bishop John Sherrington, has written an open letter inviting Catholics to pray for the defeat of the Assisted 

Dying Bill to be debated in the House of Lords in October. A copy of the letter is on the next page.  
 

What is the Bill? 

The Bill is almost identical in form to the ‘Marris Bill’, which was overwhelmingly defeated by 330 votes to 118 in the House of 

Commons in 2015. In essence it permits an adult who is terminally ill (less than 6 months to live) to be assisted in ending their 

life, provided a declaration is signed by them, a witness, two doctors (one attending and one independent) and a Judge of the High 

Court Family Division has then consented to the request. Full details of the Bill can be found on the UK Parliament website. 
 

What does the Church say? 

The Catholic Church, consistent with the nature of its mission, is clear that ‘we cannot directly choose to take the life of another, 

even if they request it.’ For the terminally ill patient, ‘incurable cannot mean that care has come to an end’ and yet, this Bill pro-

poses just that. Although this proposed legislation is framed as a compassionate response to those in the last stages of their life, 

such compassion must be denounced as ‘false compassion’ as Pope Francis reminds us. A “true compassion” he says, is “the just 

response to the immense value of the sick person.” It finds expression in treating the dying person with love, with dignity and by 

making use of appropriate palliative care. Life is a gift to be valued and cherished until its last breath, through natural death, 

which opens into the promise of eternal life. The Catholic Church remains opposed to any form of assisted suicide and we will 

scrutinise and continue to challenge this proposed legislation in the months ahead. We reaffirm our support for high quality end-of

-life care, which includes spiritual and pastoral support for the one who is dying and their family. 
 

Protecting the most vulnerable 

Such legislation arrives at a time when we have a growing elderly population, persistent exclusion and inequality for disabled 

people and a very real health and social care crisis. Experience during the pandemic is also pertinent, especially the number of 

care home deaths and the use or ‘misuse’ of ‘Do Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation’ notices for elderly and disabled 

people. This context coupled with the textual vagueness of the Bill raises a number of serious questions about law and society’s 

ability to protect the most vulnerable. How can the law ensure that a person is free from pressure from ending their life prema-

turely due to societal attitudes and perceptions about ‘quality’ or ‘worth’ of life? How can the law ensure person is acting volun-

tarily and not out of a sense of ‘being a burden’ to family, to health and social care services and to society? 
 
Investing in care, not ending care 

Faced with suffering and illness, our response should be one of compassion. This finds expression in high-quality and holistic end 

of life care for the one who is dying and their family. Rather than assisting suicide and bringing care and life to an end, we should 

be working to ensure people have access to the very best of end-of-life care when they need it. Organisations and medical profes-

sionals have done much good work in debunking myths and popular perceptions around end-of-life care and what a ‘a good 

death’ can and does look like, there is much more to be done here. The provision of quality palliative care should be a priority and 

reality for all who have need of it. ‘Assisted Dying’ could be seen as a quick and cheap alternative to proper end-of-life care. Can 

we expect a full range of choice to be given to us, in the event of terminal illness, should this Bill make it into the statue books? 

It is also interesting to note that those working closest with people at the end of their lives, are often those most opposed to as-

sisted suicide within the medical profession. 

Information provided by the Bishops Conference of England & Wales  

 
Liturgy Times this Week 

 
Saturday   11  Mass         6.30pm  Michael John Nee RIP  

                      
Sunday     12  Masses        9.30am   Vincent McHugh RIP (Anniv) 
                            
          11.30am   Carlos Pereira RIP   

              Martin & Teresa Gannon RIP 

              Philomena Feighery RIP (Anniv) 
              
Monday    13  Mass   10.00am  Jose Julio Fernandes RIP          

             

Tuesday    14  Mass   10.00am  For good health  

   

Wednesday  15  No Mass 
      
Thursday    16  Mass   10.00am  Daniel Fanning RIP     
                  
Friday    17     Mass       10.00am  Douglas Pereira RIP 

              For our sins and for our ancestors  
                       
Saturday   18  Mass         6.30pm  Alcinda Ramos RIP     

                       

   25th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 
                         
Sunday    19  Masses       9.30am  Vincent McHugh RIP (Anniv) 
                           

             11.30am  -  

             

Confession:    Please contact the parish office to book an appointment. 

Please pray for: Hannah Tran, Mary 

Dykes, Clare Ashton, Gigi Reale, Jo Dear-

love, Malgorzata Myrkwa, Terril Park, 

George Brum, Chris Keeffe, David New-

bert, Teresa Oatway, Stanley Cummins, 

Avit Castillo, Avelina Pelaez Siddiqi, 

Marlene Lock, Michael Delaney, Maria 

Wales, Suzanne Acton, Carl Bryan,  

for those who died recently: Blanca de 

Crisanti, Elsa Robertson, Teresa Gannon, 

Carlos Pereira, Anne Wilson, Barbara 

Czaykowska, John Preston, Stefania 

Browne, William Swords, Mariano De 

Gregorio, Bridget Rozario, Sedley Gayle, 

Joseph Cedric Robertson, Margaret Tay-

lor, José Fernandes and Eugene Garcia. 

and for those whose anniversaries occur 

about this time: Martin Gannon, Noel 

Hooper, Harold Wood, Arthur Tremayne, 

Susanne Hollis, Betty Halpin, Christopher 

Bennett, Tina Riglia, Kittie Sweeney, 

Winnie Riordan, Sheila Murray, Maurice 

Macdonald, Susan Geraty, Francisco De 

Sousa, Michael Wood, Philomena 

Feighery, Kenneth Woods, Carmen 

Kamil, Evelyn Abbott, John Ormsby, Iris 

Keys and William Talbutt 

 
More Volunteers Needed to Support Our Parish 

 

To run the parish - prepare the church for Mass each day, provide the various ministries and stewarding during each 

Mass, deliver all the sacramental programmes, etc, requires approx. 100 volunteer hours every week! 

With the pandemic and some parishioners moving on, we are in need of more volunteers. Below are some of the volun-

teering opportunities we are currently in most need of.  

Stewards for the Sunday 11.30am Mass 

 
Readers for the 11.30am Mass 

 

Church Cleaners  (Wednesdays or Saturdays) 

 

Offertory Collectors (Weekend Masses) 

 

If you would like some more information, please refer to last week’s newsletter,  
visit our website (Parish Life - Vacancies) or contact the parish office.  

To apply please contact the parish office by email: perivale@rcdow.org.uk or tel: 020 8997 3164 

 
Thank You For Your Donations 

Last Week: 
          
Envelopes £ 319.70              Loose Plate £ 124.95            Standing Orders £510.00          Total  £ 954.65 

 
Congratulations... 

 
to the children who will be receiving their First Holy Communion this weekend: 

 

SAUL BIDKAR, 

KELLY HATEM, KEVIN NOWAK 

JACOB REJZEREWICZ and NEL SKIBA, 

 
Please pray for them and for their families at this time.  

 
Congratulations To 

 
 

NOAH CRUZ ROSARIO 
 

who will be baptised on Saturday. 
 

Please pray for Noah as he is welcomed 

into the Holy Church, his mother and 
godparents. 



 
Education Sunday 

Sunday 12th September 
 

Education Sunday is marked this year on 12 September. On this day, we pray that God will fortify those working to make our 

schools places of learning and sanctuary – not just teachers and leaders but all the support staff whose tireless work sometimes 

goes unnoticed. We pray for all our primary and secondary pupils – particularly school leavers who have had such a difficult 

journey in recent times – not to mention students in higher education and vocational training.    

 

Bishop Marcus Stock (Bishop of Leeds and Chair of the Catholic Education Service) expressed heartfelt gratitude and apprecia-

tion to teachers for the vocation and mission they exercise in the community of the Church in a message for Education Sunday.  
 

“Over the last eighteen months we have seen an upheaval affecting everyone in our society, the likes of which has not been wit-

nessed since the end of the Second World War. The Covid-19 pandemic has changed not only aspects of how we live our lives 

but has given us a chance to reflect on the fragility and preciousness of human life, on human solidarity, and the capacity to 

show love and support to our neighbours.   

Like many other front-line workers, teachers, school leaders, and support staff have exemplified this love throughout the pan-

demic, going above and beyond to support the young people in their care. It is only right therefore that on Education Sunday, 

we take this opportunity to offer prayers of thanksgiving for all who work in our Catholic schools and colleges, and to express 

our gratitude for their outstanding dedication and professionalism, especially during the pandemic. 

Throughout the challenges they have faced in two national lockdowns, two sets of exam cohorts, and a managed return to 

schooling, the staff of all our schools have exemplified what it means to follow the command of Our Lord Jesus Christ to love 

our neighbour. On behalf of the Catholic Education Service, I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to them and my apprecia-

tion for the vocation and mission they exercise in the community of the Church. 

Rt Rev Marcus Stock 

 

Opposing the Assisted Dying Bill 2021 contd. 

 

What can you do? 

 

Pray 

As this Bill makes its way through Parliament, we encourage you to pray that it is defeated and that there is a greater focus and 

investment placed on high quality end-of-life care. 

 

Write 

Please consider writing to Members of the House of Lords or Commons and asking them to oppose this Bill. Don’t be afraid to 

share your own experiences of ‘dying well’ and ‘end of life care’ if you have them through your work or personal life. Guidance 

on how to do this can be found on the Parliament’s website: parliament.uk/get-involved/contact-an-mp-or-lord/ 

You can find MPs and Lords using these links: members.parliament.uk/members/commons        

members.parliament.uk/members/lords 

 

 

Letter from Bishop John Sherrington 

  
In the next weeks, we face an unprecedented attack on the sanctity of life with Baroness Meacher’s ‘Assisted Dying Bill 2021’ is 

due its 2nd Reading in the House of Lords with full debate on Friday, 22nd October. 

 

The term ‘Assisted Dying’ is euphemistic, the truth is that this bill seeks to introduce Assisted Suicide. If legalised, this bill 

would allow a terminally ill adult with less than six months to live to be assisted in committing suicide. Catholic teaching op-

poses assisting suicide, since life is a gift to be cared for and preserved until its natural death. The Church is clear that we cannot 

directly choose to take the life of another, even if they request it. The solidarity of praying and caring for the most vulnerable at 

this fragile time of their lives is a profoundly Christian act which imitates Our Lady’s prayer at the cross and Christ’s service to 

the weakest. 

 

Those in favour of the bill are making good use of language to confuse the issue and call it a compassionate and caring approach 

to redefine the question and obscure the actual reality and consequences of such legislation. As Pope Francis has said, 'Physician

-assisted suicide is part of a "throwaway culture" that offers a "false compassion" and treats a human person as a problem… 

True compassion does not marginalise anyone, nor does it humiliate and exclude – much less considers the disappearance of a 

person as a good thing.' He criticised 'those who hide behind an alleged compassion to justify and approve the death of a patient.' 

 

Importantly, at this stage we need to argue the dangers of the introduction of Assisted Suicide, which include the safety of peo-

ple who are vulnerable due to external pressures, and the later liberalisation of the law which is evidenced by other countries 

which have introduced Assisted Suicide. Many voices from the world of disability-rights and other allies are also very fearful 

and fighting this bill. Whilst there are clear arguments to support Catholic teachings, it is important to remember that this posi-

tion is not only a matter of faith but also human reason. 

 

Later this month, the BMA will be debating whether to change their stance to support or neutrality on this matter. I hope that 

healthcare professionals will enter this debate and highlight the dangers of this bill to change and skew the meaning of medicine. 

 

There are three important actions in the next weeks: praying, writing and sharing. 

 

First, I ask you to pray that the bill will be defeated. 

 

Second, I ask you to write to the Peers from your personal experience and share stories which will argue the reasons for oppos-

ing the bill as well as narrate the importance of precious time during the final stages of life. 

The testimony of healthcare and legal professionals will also be important. This needs to be done before the Second Reading on 

22nd October. 

 

Third, I ask you to engage and share stories and reasons against the bill on social media. 

Briefing papers will be available on the bishops’ conference website to assist you as this work develops. 

 

Be assured of my prayers, 

Bishop John Sherrington 
 
 
 

 

Secondary School Applications  &  Certificates of Catholic Practice 

 

Despite the ongoing pandemic, the application process for Catholic Secondary Schools remains unchanged and a Certificate of 

Catholic Practice, obtained from your parish priest is required.  
 
Parents whose children have just started year 6 of Primary School this September (therefore due to start Secondary School in 

September 2022) and need a Certificate of Catholic Practice, will need to book an appointment with Fr. Agustin.  

 

Appointments are available on the following days: 

 

Monday 27th September   5.30pm – 7.20pm 

Friday 1st October    5.30pm – 7.20pm 

Monday 4th October    5.30pm – 7.20pm 

Monday 11th October   5.30pm – 7.20pm 
 

Appointments can be booked by calling the parish office on 020 8997 3164 or by sending an email to perivale@rcdow.org.uk 

When you contact us please provide:  

 your name,  

 your child’s name,  

 a phone number and email address  

 

You will also be required to complete an Additional Information Form, which can be completed over the phone or will be 

emailed to you. This form must be completed and received, before you come to your appointment. 

 
The deadline for applications for Secondary Schools is 31st October 2021. Some schools are oversubscribed each year so please 

consider applying early and not leaving it until the deadline. 

 

Coming to the Appointment 
 

Please come prepared for the meeting with Fr Agustin. Before you come, read carefully all the school application forms that 

you have in case there are any questions you need to ask Fr Agustin or sections you need his help to complete. Please note that 

Fr Agustin will not be able to complete the forms for you. 

All meetings will take place in the Parish Room. We ask that only 1 parent and the child going to secondary school attend the 

meeting. You will need to sanitise your hands on arrival and parents must wear a face covering. 

 

Please note that these appointments are for those applying to Secondary Schools.   

The deadline for Primary School applications is typically in January.  

Appointments for Primary School applications will be announced later this year. 
 


