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Reflection for New year’s Eve, 2021 
 

As a new year dawns, we look for hope. Surely this next year can’t be as bad as the one to which we say 'Goodbye'? 

There are two versions of hope worth pondering. 
 

One is that hope comes when we can look forward to an uncertain future from the basis of a secure present. The unknown pros-

pects of what is to come do not cause us too much anxiety because we are well equipped to face them, individually and as a soci-

ety. This is the pragmatic version of the virtue of hope 

The second version is a reverse image of the first. Hope is the capacity to face an uncertain present on the basis of an utterly se-

cure future. No matter what happens today or tomorrow, the long-term future is secure because it is promised by something be-

yond the ebbs and flows of 'outrageous fortune'. This is the Christian virtue of hope, founded on the promises of God made visi-

ble in Jesus, the Christ, whose coming we are celebrating. 

These two versions stand on either edge of the stage of life, summoning us to decide where to put our trust. They clarify the fun-

damental options. The choice we make establishes the direction in which we look, the foundation on which we shape our lives. 

But there is a great deal of 'middle ground', in which our daily activity takes place. 

Prudence demands that we make provision now for future eventualities: insurance and saving schemes, health provision, all we 

do in preparation for 'the rainy day'. 

Charity demands that we act without counting the cost, putting the present needs of others way ahead of our own current security, 

acting in a self sacrificing manner, even going as far as making a gift of our very life itself. This is the story of every true love, 

told and illustrated again and again,  constantly transforming the drama of human living. 

Such charity points to its deepest roots, in the promise of a secure and totally fulfilling future in the presence of God for ever. 

This is the hope given by the Christian faith and enacted in the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus. This hope puts a radi-

cally new perspective on today and the days to come, no matter what they bring. This future is secured. Now I can act, in any set 

of circumstance, with a freedom and generosity which flows forcefully from that promise. This is what saints do. 

But we must remember that we constantly see the astonishing goodness, devotion, perseverance and practical wisdom of so many 

people, made even more evident during the hardships of this last year. 

On the eve of a new year, we may well ponder why it is that so many people act in such generous ways. I firmly believe that it is 

the promptings of the Holy Spirit, that flow of love pouring out of God, that lies as the deepest source of this service. It goes be-

yond self-interest. It is seeking a future beyond the securities of the present, for they have been shaken. 

It is the privilege of faith to identify and highlight the well-spring of this goodness: the radical hope given in the promises of 

God. It is also the source of our joy and the best reason for wishing each other a happy New Year. 

✠ Cardinal Vincent Nichols             Archbishop of Westminster 

 

 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

On Thursday we celebrate the feast of light! In fact, the meaning of the word Epiphany means “revelation” or “illumination.” 

What was once darkness is now light; what was once hidden is now revealed. Christ is the light of God who has come into the 

world. “The darkness has not overcome the light”. Indeed, that is what the feast of the Epiphany celebrates: that God’s Light has 

come into the world and has overpowered the darkness; that God, through Christ, has literally transformed the darkness into 

light! The celebration fills our hearts with hope. The darkness that exists in the world is all too real: war, terrorism, the darkness 

of an increasing disregard for human life; darkness of oppression and violence. Sometimes the darkness is strong and it threatens 

to actually overcome the Light that is Christ, the Light that is his Gospel, the Light that is God’s love. But we have a promise 

from God and during the Epiphany, we remember that promise: The darkness will never overcome the Light! We proclaim that 

God shines upon us and, in his love, his glory will always appear over us.  
 

The Epiphany of the Lord Masses 

Wednesday 5th January at 7.30pm  (Vigil Mass) and Thursday 6th January at 10.00am 

There is no need to book in advance 



Liturgy Times This Week 
 

Masses will be offered for the following intentions: 
     
    THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY       
Saturday   1  Mass         12.00noon  George Burns RIP (Anniv)  

              

    2nd SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY 
 
Sunday     2  Masses           9.30am   Noel Mannion  
 
            11.30am   Julian Hains RIP  
                          
    
Monday    3  Mass    10.00am  Maria & Mervin De Oliveira  

                     

Tuesday    4  Mass     10.00am  Patrick Mahon RIP (Anniv) 

 

    THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD (Vigil Mass)                      
Wednesday  5  Mass       7.30pm  People of the Parish 

 

    THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  
      
Thursday    6  Mass    10.00am  Michael Delaney RIP 
                          
Friday    7  Mass         10.00am  Jim Hogan RIP 

                  

Saturday   8  Mass           6.30pm  Rita Talbutt RIP      

                     

    THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 
Sunday     9  Masses           9.30am   Julian Hains RIP  
 
            11.30am   Margaret Power RIP (Anniv)  

           

Confessions and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (Holy Hour)  

on Saturday evenings will resume on  

Saturday 15th January  5.00pm - 6.00pm 

Please pray for: John McCarthy,  

Hannah Tran, Mary Dykes, Clare 

Ashton, Gigi Reale, Jo Dearlove, Mal-

gorzata Myrkowa, Terril Park, George 

and Gabriel Brum, Chris Keeffe, David 

Newbert, Teresa Oatway, Stanley Cum-

mins, Avit Castillo, Avelina Pelaez Sid-

diqi, Marlene Lock, Maria Wales, Suz-

anne Acton, Carl Bryan, for those who 

have died recently: Rita, Talbutt, Ann 

Marie Coughlan,  

Michael Delaney, Julian Hains, Sandra 

Warner, Remo Losi, Timothy Mulcahy, 

Margaret Rattray, Blanca Crisanti, Elsa 

Robertson, Teresa Gannon, Carlos 

Pereira, Anne Wilson, and for those 

whose anniversaries occur about this 

time:  Margaret Walsh, John Burke, 

Anna Sleater, Ann Jordan, Bridget 

McHugh, Nicholas Fardey,  Perpetua de 

Souza, Neil Doherty, Bridget Markey, 

Michael O’Neill, Monika Strabel, Nora 

Keigher, Pushpa Fernando,  James Mul-

cahy, Oliver Glennon, David Dodd, 

Johnny Leung, Kate Quinn, Sean Healy, 

Patrick Mahon, Michael Garrett, George 

Burns, Sydney Tai, Teresa Warner, 

Eugene Garcia and Margaret Power 

Candlelight 
 

This week in memory of  

PUSHPA FERNANDO RIP 
  
 

Altar Flowers 
 

Dedicated to 

MICHAEL GARRETT RIP (Anniv) 
    

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen 

Rita Talbutt RIP 
Please pray for the eternal repose of the soul of Rita Talbutt who sadly passed away 

on Monday 27th December, aged 73.   
 

The funeral service will be held here at St John Fisher Church  

on Thursday 13th January at 10.00am. 

 

 

Ann Marie Coughlan RIP 

Please pray for the eternal repose of the soul of Ann Marie Coughlan who sadly 

passed away on Wednesday 22nd December, aged 92.   
 
Details of the funeral service will be shared in the coming days. 

 

 

Please pray for Rita and Ann Marie, their family and friends at this time. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May they rest in peace. Amen 

 

COVID-19 Regulations  

Please remember that it is compulsory to wear a face covering inside the church. Children under the age of 11 and 

those who meet the exemption criteria do not need to wear a face covering. 

Please continue to sanitise when you enter and leave the church, and leave some space on the benches between yourself 

and anyone you do not normally spend time with.  

If you are displaying any Covid or cold symptoms, please do not come to Mass. 

School References:  

Nursery & Reception 
For anyone who still requires a certificate 

of Catholic Practice for nursery or pri-

mary school, please contact the parish 

office 

The deadline for applications for most 

schools is Saturday 15th January 2022.  

Please note that you need to have been 

registered with the parish for at least 1 

year in order to get a certificate.  

We Wish You a Very Happy 

And Blessed New Year       
 Fr. Agustin and Ana 


