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26th March 2023 — The Fifth Sunday of Lent —Year -A

TIMES OF MASSES
Weekday Masses
Monday-Friday 9:30am

Sunday Masses

Saturday 6:00pm Vigil Mass of
Sunday

Sunday 9.00 am
10.30am Family Mass
12.30pm in Spanish

Confessions

Saturday 5pm to 5.30pm
Or by arrangement

Morning Prayer (Lauds)
Monday—Friday 9:15am
Sunday-8.30am
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During the pandemic there was a priest in Lovere in Italy who was known for his
kindness and help for the poor. He got the virus and when he was being treated for it
his parishioners bought a respirator for the hospital to help him. But he died because
he insisted that the respirator should be used on a younger patient.

Don Giuseppe as he was called was a man of faith. He wasn’t afraid of death. We
should not be either. And so on this 5th Sunday of Lent before we get into Palm
Sunday and Holy Week we are invited to think about death, particularly our own
death. And what we believe about it.

Today Jesus shows clearly in raising Lazarus from the dead that he is the Lord of life;
the Victor over death and he promises each of us this gift of the Resurrection - Life
with God forever. But he is asking you and me, as he asked Martha, “Do you believe
this?

Make an act of faith this weekend at home or when you are at Mass and say “Yes
Lord, | believe, Help thou my unbelief.” Lasting happiness does not exist this side of
the grave. It is beyond our grasp in this world. But it will be given to us in the next.
We are made for it. We are meant to have it — eventually. We get tastes of it here.

When we have it fully that is when we come HOME fully - to God and to ourselves.
Then we are fully alive and at Rest — total peace and happiness. Don Giuseppe knew
this. That is why he could do as he did and give his life for another. For him, it was
time to go home as please God, we all will, one day.

Last week, in response to the budget, the Deputy Director of the Catholic Union,
James Somerville-Meikle, wrote “It’s not been a good few weeks for children. In
Jeremy Hunt’s Budget statement earlier this week, children were referred to simply
as “barriers to work” as part of his announcement on childcare funding. Listening to
the Chancellor speak, it sounded as though children were a burden the state needed
to lift rather than a blessing to parents.

Earlier this month, MPs failed to back an amendment to the Public Order Bill which
would have clarified that silent prayer near abortion clinics should not be considered
an offence. We know that the silent witness provided by people near these clinics
has helped many women who wished to continue their pregnancies.

Meanwhile, the Children’s Commissioner for England has expressed “deep concern”
about the Government’s Illegal Migration Bill on account of how unaccompanied
children will be treated under proposals.

What all of these warning signs point to is a politics that is looking inward at
individual needs and concerns rather than outward towards a common good. As
children can’t vote and so often don’t have a voice in public life, they can be
overlooked. But they were not overlooked by Jesus, and it’s our job as Catholics to
make sure they are not overlooked today”.
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Announcements

Please pray for: Agnes Kenny age 90 of Stourhead House whose

funeral will be at 10.00am on Friday 31st March. May she Rest in
Peace.

Reconciliation Service Monday 27" March at 7pm. We will have
four priests available to hear confessions

Fridays in Lent : This is the last Friday evening we will get
together with the other churches in Pimlico for Stations of the
Cross . Please do come and join us at The Holy Apostles on the
31st March at 7pm.

Good Friday 7™ April -Walk of Witness starting at St Gabriel’s
Church Warwick Square at 9.45am for Morning Prayer.

SVP Lenten lunches: Every Friday in Lent at 1pm in the hall. All
are welcome for a bowl of homemade soup & a bread roll. No
charge but donations for the SVP welcome.

Pre marriage Course: The next Pre-Marriage Course for engaged
couples will be in May 2023. It will be 3 sessions, 7.00pm On
Thursday 11" May, Monday 15" May & Thursday 18" May.
Please contact Sarah for an application form
(sarahharcher@rcdow.org.uk) or download one from our
website.

Be a Priest: On Wednesday 17th May, there will be an open
evening at St James, Spanish Place, for any men interested in
learning about or discerning a vocation to priesthood. The regular
evening Mass will be at 6.00pm, followed by a gathering
downstairs in the Social Centre for a short presentation and
informal conversations and refreshments. Do come and join us if
you can. The nearest tube stations are Bond Street and Baker
Street.

Introduction to the Permanent Diaconate: Men who may be
considering a vocation as a deacon, or for those wanting to know
more about the Permanent Diaconate are invited to attend one of
the Introductory Mornings on:1st April, 10am-12noon: Greenford
Parish Hall, Our Lady of the Visitation, 358 Greenford Road, UB6
9AN e 20th May, 10am-12noon: New Southgate Parish Hall, Our
Lady of Lourdes, 373 Bowes Road, N11 1AA For further
information please contact Deacon Colin Macken, email:
colinmacken@rcdow.org.uk

Justice & Peace bidding Prayer: Nkechi and Oliver Noel -Families
—We pray for all families to be guided by the Holy Spirit for peace,
strength, unity and health and that they are renewed and uplifted
by the richness of God's word in their daily lives.

Flowers for Easter: If you would like to contribute for flower for
Easter please put your donation in an envelope marked “Flowers”
& put in the collection or give to Sarah. Thank you.

The standing orders including GYE & one off donations for
February came to £7141.00 The Loose plate including
Dona contactless payments for February was £2627.35 &
the Offertory envelopes for February came to £1996.50
Thank you all very much indeed.

If you wish to make a payment direct to our Bank Account
these are the details: WRCDT Pimlico Sort code 40-05-20
A/C no: 81308416 Address: HSBC 69 Pall Mall, London
SW1Y 5EY, REF: Collection/Your surname.... Or use our
contactless card machines.

The best way to support the parish is by standing order,
you can download a standing order form from our website
—just click the “Donate” button at the top of the screen, or
Sarah at the parish office can give you a form.

World Youth Day 2023: This will be held in Lisbon on the
first week of August. young people between 18 and 30 to
sign up for it. The dates are Monday 31st July to Monday
7th August 2023. The cost is £570. It includes return flights
All Meals and accommodations. Insurance and the world
day package ie maps, t shirt, full programme, etc. Contact
Sarah on sarah.harcher@rcdow.org.uk if you are interested
in attending.

Important notice re Gift Aid. If your circumstances have
changed and you are NO LONGER paying UK tax but have
signed a gift aid form please let lan Miller our Gift Aid
coordinator know (by the end of March) as we cannot
claim gift aid for someone who is not paying UK taxes. lan’s
email is ianmillar@rcdow.org.uk

Jesuit Refugee Service UK Current Needs — incontinence
pads and aprons: JRS UK supports destitute asylum
seekers across Greater London. At our centre, we have a
shop where refugee friends can pick up food parcels,
toiletries and warm clothing. Currently we’re in urgent need
of incontinence pads and shopping bags and suitcases. If
you are able to donate, you can buy some on the JRS UK
Amazon Wishlist, If you are able to donate, please let us

know at uk@ijrs.net.

Action Prayer: The Gospel this weekend is rich in details.
We hear the thoughts and feelings of the disciples, friends
and the mourners. Jesus sighs from the heart.

Eternal Life. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states,
"...Just as Christ is risen and lives forever, so all of us will
rise at the last day." Lazarus and his sisters are good
friends with Jesus. They believe in him, trust him. Why does
Jesus sigh? Our Action Prayer this week is, how can we
share in the Lazarus miracle? The gift of eternal life has
already been freely given to us. Where can we help to bring
a fresh breath of "new life": Our Lenten focus? Our
relationships? Ministries and charities we participate with?
etc. Let's help "little miracles" happen all around us, as we
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