THE CHURCH of the HOLY APOSTLES
On Winchester Street,

Postal Address: 47 Cumberland St, Pimlico,
London SW1V 4LY

Website www.rcdow.org.uk/pimlico

8th December 2024 — The 2nd Sunday of Advent- Year C

TIMES OF MASSES
Weekday Masses
Monday-Friday 9:30am
Saturday Mass 9:30am
Sunday Masses
Saturday 6:00pm Vigil Mass of

Sunday

9.00 am

10.30am Family Mass

12.30pm in Spanish
Confessions
Saturday 5pm to 5.30pm

Or by arrangement

Morning Prayer (Lauds)
Monday—Friday 9:15am
Sunday-8.30am
Adoration & Benediction
Wednesday after 9.30am Mass &
Saturday at 5pm

Sunday
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Liturgy & Mass Intentions

Sat 7th December 9.30am Freddie Maes (Intentions)
St Ambrose
Bishop & Doctor of the
Church 6pm (Vigil) Jose Ribeiro Coelho (RIP)
Sun 8th December 9am Pro Populo
+SECOND SUNDAY OF
ADVENT 10.30am Rudy Encarnacion (RIP)
Mon 9th December 9.30am Elio Romano (RIP)
THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF THE 7 o )
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY pm Bridie Walsh (Intentions)
Tue 10th December 9.30am Peg McEnery (RIP)
Our Lady of Loreto
Weds 11th December 9.30am Bridie Walsh (Intentions)
Advent Feria
Followed by Adoration &
Benediction
Thurs 12th December 9.30am Arlene D’Cruze (RIP)
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Fri 13th December 9.30am Narcisa Hernandez (RIP)
St Lucy Virgin & Martyr
( Friday abstinence)
Sat 14th December 9.30am Bridie Walsh (Intentions)
St John of the Cross
Priest & Doctor of the Church | 6pm (Vigil) | Pro Populo

Prepare the Way of the Lord!: During this Holy Season of Advent, we are not only preparing for
the coming of Christ at Christmas but also his second coming in glory to judge the living and the
dead. Today, John the Baptist invites us to prepare the way of the Lord. He tells us how we
should prepare ourselves if we want to give Jesus a sincere and true welcome. Even the pious
and the holiest in our parish will agree and admit that as frail human beings, in various ways, we
fall short of the glory of God. Our paths and dealings with God can sometimes seem like the
crooked path in today’s gospel.

If this path is not straightened, it quickly becomes a purposeless path that leads to spiritual
bitterness and emptiness. In today’s gospel, John the Baptist’s preaching is not a cosy pleasant
message but it is necessary. As we prepare the advent of Christ, we need healing, conversion,
reconciliation, forgiveness and mercy. This is because, and as St Paul’s tells us from the letter to
the Philippians; so that you may be ‘pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit
of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.’

Heavenly Father, help me face up to the brokenness in my life. Lord Jesus, | am utterly helpless to
repair my life, at times even woefully disordered. | am fully aware that no amount of will power
and self-discipline can do the job. Only by your redemption and the power of your Holy Spirit can |
be purged of my sins. Amen. Fr Chinedu
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Announcements

FINANCE: The standing orders including GYE & one off
donations for November was £4278.The Loose Plate for
November came to 1599.58, the Contactless collection for
November was £800.50 & the Offertory envelopes for
November came to £759.50 Thank you all very much
indeed. If you wish to make a payment direct to our Bank
Account these are the details: WRCDT Pimlico Sort code 40-
05-20 A/C no: 81308416 Address: HSBC 69 Pall Mall, London
SW1Y 5EY, REF: Collection/Your surname....
contactless card machines.

Or use our

THE BEST WAY TO SUPPORT THE PARISH IS BY STANDING ORDER,

THANK YOU TO THE SVP: For a wonderful Christmas Buffet
with Nick playing Carols, it was a great success & much
enjoyed by everyone attending.

AN ENORMOUS THANK YOU to the wonderful Holy Apostles
singers, led by Simon Au, who raised a magnificent £787
for Amnesty International at Pimlico tube station last
week. Next Tuesday, on Human Rights Day, December
10th all are invited to Amnesty International's Write For
Rights Christmas party at St Peter's Eaton Square, SW1W
9AL, to send greetings to political prisoners and their
families for Christmas. Contact
fleur.bridget.brennan@gmail.com and http://
westminster.amnesty.org.uk/

you can download a standing order form from our website —
just click the “Donate” button at the top of the screen, or
Sarah at the parish office can give you a form.

SANCTUARY CANDLE- INTENTION THIS WEEK IS for: Fr Pat
Browne (Intentions)

NOVENA TO THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY: A novena is a powerful devotion of prayer, said
over nine consecutive days, asking God and the saints for
special graces. From Saturday 30th November we begin saying
this novena prayer in preparation for the feast of the
Immaculate Conception (moved to Monday 9th December).
Please pray the novena with the parish and at home. May these
prayers bring us many graces, especially as we begin the holy season
of Advent. We will pray for a number of special intentions and
you could also decide upon your own personal intentions for the
novena.

Father, you prepared the Virgin Mary to be the worthy Mother
of your Son. You made it possible for her to share beforehand
in the salvation of your Son, Jesus Christ, who would bring life
by His death, and kept her without sin from the first
moment of her conception. Give us the grace by her prayers
ever to live in your presence without sin. We ask this through
the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

PARISH CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE AT 3PM ON SUNDAY 15TH
DECEMBER : Followed by seasonal refreshments in the parish
Hall. All are welcome to attend. At the end of the Service a
special collection will be taken towards the costs of the Parish

Ambulance Project for the elderly and the housebound.

If you cannot attend the service but would like to support this
initiative, you are welcome to leave a donation in the
presbytery. Thank you.

REPOSITORY: The repository will be open every weekend until
Christmas. They have a good supply of Christmas Cards & gifts
so please do support them.

FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS: We would welcome donations
towards the cost of the Christmas tree and flowers for
Christmas. Put your donation in one of the envelopes on
the seats in church, write in space “Flowers” and sign it if
you are a tax payer thank You.

JUSTICE & PEACE BIDDING PRAYER: From Mary Gilhooly— A
peaceful path-May those with violence in their hearts, in
the home and in the streets, realise the harm and hurt
inflicted by their actions and be guided to a peaceful path.

ACTION PRAYER: On this Second Sunday of Advent our
readings proclaim that the salvation of God is coming.

‘Peace through integrity, and honour through
devotedness.’

'‘God will guide Israel in joy by the light of his glory with his
mercy and integrity for escort...And all mankind shall see
the salvation of God.' Our readings proclaim the long-
awaited Christ so eloquently identified via the virtues that
constitute peace and salvation! The birth of Christ is the
birth of a new era! Our Action Prayer will be a meditative
prayer using one of the above phrases from this

week's readings. Ask God to inspire you with a deeper
understanding of one particular virtue--how does one
think in that virtue; how does one feel in that virtue; and
how does one act in that virtue? Then ask God how you
can contribute to the world, the common good utilising
that virtue. It may be an act as small as an acorn or as big
as a mountain, either way you are helping to build God's
kingdom on Earth

POPE FRANCIS MONTHLY INTENTIONS FOR DECEMBER 2024

For Pilgrims of Hope
Pope Francis requests this month’s prayers “so that this
Jubilee strengthens us in faith, helps us recognize Christ
risen in our lives, and transforms us into pilgrims of
Christian hope.”
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