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*= Teas and Coffees in the Guild Room after the 10am Mass every Sunday 

† = In the multi-faith prayer room in the Churchill Place Shopping Centre between Joe the Juice and Barclays Bank 

 

Sat 15th Mar 2nd Sunday of Lent 
(Vigil) 

6.00pm Poplar The People of the Parish 

Sun 16th Mar 

 

2nd Sunday of Lent 10.00am 

12noon 

Poplar *  

Limehouse 

Baby Royce D’Souza 

Mary & Fred Stageman 

Mon 17th Mar Funeral of Marianne Kilzoni 11.30am Poplar Marianne Kilzoni RIP 

Tue 18th Mar Lenten Feria Week 2 10.00am 

12.30pm 

Poplar 

Canary Wharf † 

Ray & Jean Johnson RIP 

Private Intention 

Wed 19th Mar St Joseph 10.00am Poplar Jonathan Tyler Ints. 

Thu 20th Mar Lenten Feria Week 2 10.00am Poplar Nikola & Rosa Raic RIP 

Fri 21st Mar Lenten Feria Week 2 10.00am Poplar Edna Hutchins RIP 

Sat 22nd Mar 

 

Lenten Feria Week 2 

3rd Sunday of Lent (Vigil) 

10.00am 

6.00pm 

Poplar 

Poplar 

Peace 

Olive Frost RIP 

Sun 23rd Mar 

 

3rd Sunday of Lent 10.00am 

12noon 

Poplar 

Limehouse 

Karen Camillire Ints. 

John Guidotti RIP 

NEWSLETTER for the 2nd Sunday of Lent 2025 

The Transfiguration 
by Fra Angelico 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament: 

Saturday 10:30am - 11:30am 

at Poplar 

First Fridays 6.00pm - 7.00pm 

at Poplar 

Baptisms 

By appointment. Usually at 

12 noon on Saturdays.   

Parish Office 

Tue - Fri 10.00am - 2.30pm 

Confessions: 

Saturday 10:30am - 11:15am 

at Poplar 

Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

at Poplar 

1st Fridays 6.00pm - 6.45pm 

at Poplar 

or by appointment 

Marriages  

Six months’ notice is 

normally required. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Janet Wilson, Marianne Kilonzi, Michael Turner, Geraldine Mc Nutt, Noel Boswell, Ebony Caesar and 

Janet Jackson who have died recently. Please also pray for Ryan Balkwell, Camil Agius, Nita De Fide, 

Sarah Dodd, Anthony Gafa, Bernadette McSweeney, Doreen Maciejewski, Sylma Simon, Frances Samuels 

and Lilly Bleach who are all ill. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSES 

Saturday April 12th, May 10th and June 7th all at 11am in the Guild Room at Poplar.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 

The next meeting will be at 4.45pm on Saturday 5th April in the Guild Room at Poplar.   

CONFIRMATION 

The next meeting will be at 7pm on Thursday 20th March in the Guild Room at Poplar. 

RCIA GROUP 

The next meeting will be at 7pm on Tuesday 18th March in the Guild Room at Poplar. 

EASTERN AREA YOUNG ADULTS GROUP  

The first meeting of the East London Catholic Young Adults Group is on Wednesday 19th March in the 

Guild Room at Poplar.  Come along and meet other like-minded young Catholics and discuss what sort of 

activities you would like to see.  Doors open at 6.30pm, pizza and refreshments will be provided. 

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE 

On Wednesday 26th March at 7pm at Poplar there will be a special Lenten Reconciliation Service during 

which there will be an opportunity for confession with several different priests. 

NOVENA TO ST JOSEPH 

In preparation for the Solemnity of St Joseph (one of our patronal feasts at Poplar) we will recite the 

Novena to St Joseph after mass each day. Copies will be available at the back of church. 

TEAS AND COFFEES AFTER MASS AT POPLAR  

More volunteers needed to help Temi in keeping our refreshments going after mass in the Guild Room.   

STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING LENT 

Each Friday during Lent at 6.30pm at Limehouse except First Fridays when we will continue to have 

Adoration at Poplar. 

OPENING THE CHURCH AT POPLAR 

We still need more volunteers to be in the church to welcome visitors during the day on weekdays.  Can 

you spare 1 hour one day during the week?  All that is required is that you are in the church during that 

time just to keep an eye on it and to welcome anyone who may visit if they want to speak to someone. 

PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP 

Please message Lorraine on 07946546804 if you would like to be included and stay up to date. 

NEIGHBOURS IN POPLAR 

CALAIS Our next visit to Calais will be on Monday March 24th. We leave at 7.30am and are generally 

back in Poplar around 8.30pm. This time we will be hoping to bring packets of dates for migrants who are 

fasting as well as razors, teabags, rice and men’s shoes (sizes 43-44). If you would like to come contact Sr. 

Christine and make sure you have a valid passport! 

LENT & RAMADAN On Thursday March 20th you are invited to break the fast with the IFTAR with our 

Muslim brothers and sisters. Gathering at 5.45pm in St. Matthias Community Centre. It would be great if 

we could unite in prayer and fasting for Peace. 

DRIVERS URGENTLY NEEDED on Sundays and Wednesday to deliver hot dinners to isolated elders or 

disabled residents across Tower Hamlets.  Come to St/ Matthias Community Centre on Poplar High Street 

at 11.30am on either of these days, if you can spare an hour. This is such a simple and important way of 

demonstrating that we CARE! 0781347889 – nip65@msn.com 

ST MATTHIAS FOOD BANK is open every Tuesday morning from 10am to 12noon 

mailto:nip65@msn.com


 

RECENT FINANCIAL NEWS 

POPLAR OFFERTORY LAST WEEKEND 

Envelopes £250.50 Loose £323.13 Contactless £314.00 Total £887.63 

STANDING ORDERS AND ONLINE 

December £548.34               January  £713.34            February  £743.34 

LIMEHOUSE OFFERTORY LAST WEEKEND 

Envelopes  £45.00 Loose  £89.55 Contactless  £196.00 Total  £330.55 

STANDING ORDERS AND ONLINE 

December  £1,237.00           January  £1,507.00          February  £1,507.00 

Sincere thanks for your continued generosity! 

 

 

 
   

FR ANDREW WRITES 
 

This Wednesday 19th March is the Solemnity of St Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary.  This is not just an important Feast for our parish at Poplar, which is dedicated to St Mary 

and St Joseph, and our Catholic Primary School which is similarly dedicated, but it is an 

important feast for the whole Church because St Joseph is Patron of the Universal Church.  Since 

St Joseph had such a special role as the guardian of Jesus, (God made man), and the spouse of 

Mary, (the Mother of God made man), the Church rightly considers that he must surely continue 

in this role of protection, nurturing and support of the Church which is the body of Christ. 

We have been praying a Novena to St Joseph after the 10am mass in preparation for his 

feast on Wednesday, each day focussing on different aspects of St Joseph’s character.  Here is 

the Novena prayer that we have been using which you may like to use at home:   

 “Ever glorious St. Joseph, good and faithful servant, God was pleased to place his own family in 

your care. We thank you for being such a wonderful example of humility and faith, of prayerfulness and 

courage, in your ordinary daily life. Through your intercession, may God grant us the blessing of living 

continually in his presence, and responding to his love in our daily lives. And when we have lived our 

days on earth, may God give us the great joy he gave you—that of entering eternal life in the company of 

Jesus and Mary. Most loving St. Joseph, accept our Novena prayers and obtain for us through your 

powerful intercession, the favours and graces we ask for in this Novena. [Pause to call to mind your special 

intentions…]     St. Joseph, Pray for us.” 

If you are able to come to mass on Wednesday (10am at Poplar) then please do so but 

wherever you are, especially if you are at home, looking after children or at work, pause to ask 

St Joseph for his prayers that like him, by your listening and openness to the will of God and 

your willingness to do the right thing, in a straightforward, humble but steadfast way you may 

find that you nurture the life of Christ and his Church in your daily life. 

On the evening of Wednesday 19th March from 6.30pm in the Guild Room at Poplar we 

will have our inaugural get together for Catholic Young Adults (18-30is).  Do come along if you 

can and register using the QR code on the fliers and posters. 

On Wednesday 26th March at 7pm at Poplar there will be a special Reconciliation Service 

which will be a celebration of God’s mercy where we hope there will be many priests available 

to hear confessions.  Confessions continue also to be heard on Saturday at 10.30am and 5.15pm 

and on First Fridays at 6pm at Poplar and by appointment. 

May God bless you abundantly in this holy season of Lent. 

 Fr Andrew   

 

Items for the Newsletter should be given to Fr Andrew or Alessandro at the parish office by Wednesday 

evening for inclusion the following weekend.  



 

First reading   Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18 

In those days: God brought Abram outside and said, ‘Look towards heaven, and number the stars, 

if you are able to number them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’ And he believed 

the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness. And he said to him, ‘I am the Lord who brought 

you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.’ But he said, ‘O Lord God, how 

am I to know that I shall possess it?’ He said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat 

three years old, a ram three years old, a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon.’ And he brought him all 

these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. 

And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. As the sun was 

going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking firepot and a flaming torch passed 

between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your offspring 

I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.’ 
 

Response to the Psalm The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 

The Lord is my light and 

my salvation; whom shall I 

fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold 

of my life; whom should I 

dread? 

O Lord, hear my voice 

when I call; have mercy 

and answer me. 

Of you my heart has 

spoken, ‘Seek his face.’ 

It is your face, O Lord, 

that I seek; hide not your 

face from me. 

Dismiss not your servant 

in anger; you have been 

my help. 

I believe I shall see the 

Lord’s goodness 

in the land of the living. 

Wait for the Lord; be 

strong; be stout-hearted, 

and wait for the Lord! 

Second reading  Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the 

example you have in us. For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, 

walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they 

glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it 

we await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious 

body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. Therefore, my brothers 

and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  

Glory to you, O Christ, Wisdom of God the Father. From a bright cloud, the Father’s voice was 

heard: ‘This is my beloved Son, listen to him’. Glory to you, O Christ, Wisdom of God the Father. 
 

Gospel   Luke 9:28b-36 

At that time: Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 

And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling 

white. And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and 

spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and those who 

were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw his glory and 

the two men who stood with him. And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, 

‘Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one 

for Elijah’ — not knowing what he said. As he was saying these things, a cloud came and 

overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. And a voice came out of the 

cloud, saying, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!’ And when the voice had spoken, 

Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they 

had seen.                     

MASS THIS SUNDAY – Second Sunday of Lent (Year C) 


