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*= Teas and Coffees in the Guild Room after the 10am Mass every Sunday 

†= Multi-Faith Prayer Room in the Churchill Place Shopping Mall between Joe the Juice and Barclarys 

Sat 26th Apr 2nd Sunday of Easter 

(Vigil) 

6.00pm Poplar Sister Christine Int. 

Sun 27th Apr 

 

2nd Sunday of Easter 10.00am 

6.00pm 

Poplar *  

Limehouse 

The People of the Parish 

Pope Francis RIP 

Mon 28th Apr St George (transferred)   No Mass 

Tue 29th Apr St Catherine of Siena 10.00am 

12.30pm 

Poplar 

Canary Wharf † 

Pope Francis RIP 

Pope Francis RIP 

Wed 30th Apr 2nd Week of Eastertide 10.00am  Private Intention 

Thu 1st May St Joseph the Worker 10.00am Poplar Bernardine Fernandes Int. 

Fri 2nd May St Athanasius 7.30pm Poplar Confirmation Mass 

Sat 3rd May 

 

Easter Saturday 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

(Vigil) 

10.00am 

6.00pm 

Poplar 

Poplar 

Peace 

The People of the Parish 

Sun 4th May 

 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

 

10.00am 

12noon 

Poplar 

Limehouse 

The People of the Parish 

Marianna & Stanislaw Mazur and Zofia 

Radecka RIP 

NEWSLETTER for 2nd Sunday of Easter 2025 

1936 -2025 
Requiescat in pace 

 

 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament: 

Saturday 10:30am - 11:30am 

at Poplar 

First Fridays 6.00pm - 7.00pm 

at Poplar 

Baptisms 

By appointment. Usually at 

12 noon on Saturdays.   

Parish Office 

Tue - Fri 10.00am - 2.30pm 

Confessions: 

Saturday 10:30am - 11:15am 

at Poplar 

Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

at Poplar 

1st Fridays 6.00pm - 6.45pm 

at Poplar 

or by appointment 

Marriages  

Six months’ notice is 

normally required. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 

Betty Lambert, Lucy Lee, Marie Perpie, Janet Wilson, Michael Turner, Geraldine Mc Nutt, Ebony Caesar, 

Janet Jackson and Pope Francis who have died. And for John Skeels, Val Lawrence, Sr Ellen McCarthy, Pat 

Ruddle, Rosie Salmon, Ryan Balkwell, Camil Agius, Nita De Fide, Sarah Dodd, Anthony Gafa, Bernadette 

McSweeney, Doreen Maciejewski, Sylma Simon, Frances Samuels and Lilly Bleach who are ill. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSES 

Saturday May 10th and June 7th both at 11am in the Guild Room at Poplar.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 

The next meeting will be at 4.45pm on Saturday 10th May in the Guild Room at Poplar.   

CONFIRMATIONS 

Bishop Nicholas will come on Friday to confirm 4 of our young people who will be joined by young people 

from St Edmund’s, Millwall, English Martyrs, Tower Hill and St Mary & St Michael, Commercial Road.  

The Confirmation Mass will be at 7.30pm on Friday at Poplar and consequently there will be no morning 

Mass on that day. Please pray for these young people as they prepare for their confirmation. 

SANCTUARY LAMPS 

This week the Sanctuary Lamp at Poplar burns in memory of Wantam Vu. 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES 

Planned Giving Envelopes for the tax year beginning 6th April are available for collection at the back of 

church. Please collect yours if you haven’t done so already and speak to Fr Andrew if you know of 

someone who normally uses envelopes but who is unable to come to Mass. 

LIMEHOUSE FAITH GROUP 

Join us for the first episode of "The Wild Goose" series, on Thursday 1st May, at 7.30pm: 'God's Love 

Poured Out'. God is Love and the Lord’s Love is perfect, passionate and unconditional. The Holy Spirit 

allows us to experience the beauty and freedom of God's Love, which changes us and reveals our beauty 

and goodness before Him. Email Flo for more information: florence.preux@hotmail.co.uk 

FORTHCOMING FUNERALS 

Marie Perpie – 10am on Wednesday 7th May at St Mary & St Joseph, Poplar 

Bettie Lambert – 12noon on Friday 9th May at East London Cemetery  

OPENING THE CHURCH AT POPLAR 

We still need more volunteers to be in the church to welcome visitors during the day on weekdays. Can 

you spare 1 hour one day during the week? Speak to Fr Andrew or contact the Parish Office. 

POPLAR PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP 

Please message Lorraine on 07946546804 if you would like to be included and stay up to date. 

NEIGHBOURS IN POPLAR 

CALAIS  Next trip will be on MONDAY 28TH APRIL. Please pray for peace there as there has been trouble 

in some areas of Calais. 

GARDENERS We need some volunteers to clear a few gardens for some of our elders. Please contact 

07813478891 or nip65@msn.com 

DRIVERS URGENTLY NEEDED on Sundays and Wednesday to deliver hot dinners to isolated elders or 

disabled residents across Tower Hamlets. Come to St Matthias Community Centre on Poplar High Street 

at 11.30am on either of these days, if you can spare an hour. This is such a simple and important way of 

demonstrating that we CARE! 07813 478 891 – nip65@msn.com. 

POPLAR BOWLS CLUB have organised an Open Day on Saturday 3rd May between 11am - 6pm. It is 

located at 113 Poplar High Street, E14 opposite New City College. Please contact Poplarbc1910@gmail.com 
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RECENT FINANCIAL NEWS 

 

POPLAR OFFERTORY LAST WEEKEND 

Envelopes £387.50 Loose £1,312.85 Contactless £1,214.00 Total £2,914.35 

STANDING ORDERS & ONLINE                             

January £713.34            February £743.34               March £713.34                        

LIMEHOUSE OFFERTORY LAST WEEKEND 

Envelopes £75.00 Loose £364.86 Contactless £328.00 Total £767.86 

STANDING ORDERS & ONLINE 

January  £1,507.00         February  £1,507.00           March  £1,507.00                  

Sincere thanks for your continued generosity! 

 

 

 
   

FR ANDREW WRITES 
 

 Last Monday morning while we were all still very much in the midst of Easter Joy we heard the 

sad news of the death of our Holy Father Pope Francis.  His death didn’t come as a total surprise since 

he had been gravely ill for some time but his brief appearance on Easter Sunday to give the traditional 

blessing to the City and the World (‘Urbi et Orbi’) perhaps led us to hope that he might be on the mend.  

It seems that the Pope held on until he had celebrated Holy Week and Easter one last time and imparted 

that blessing before letting go.  It is a consolation to know that the Pope is now released from the physical 

suffering and limitations which he had experienced in these recent months. 

 After the observation of the official days of mourning and the celebration of the funeral rites for 

the late Pope in St Peter’s Square on Saturday, we now find ourselves turning our attention also to the 

forthcoming Conclave and the election of new chief shepherd. 

 It can be a strange thing when we find ourselves affected by the death of someone whom most of 

us never met (although I did have that privilege while I was a seminarian in Rome) and who in any event 

lived a rather different life a long way away, and also affected by the election of a new Pope which may 

seem like an obscure and peculiar process, but we know that the outcome will make a difference in our 

lives as Catholic Christians.  In these odd circumstances, what are we to do? 

 The answer is simple – pray!  One of Pope Francis’s little catchphrases was “E per favore non 

dimenticatevi di pregare per me!” “And please, don’t forget to pray for me!”  This wasn’t just a gesture 

of humility, it was an honest recognition of his need of the prayers of all the Catholic faithful to support 

him in the exercise of the Petrine Office. Now that the Pope has died, his need of our prayer is even 

greater. Pope Francis preached tirelessly of the mercy of God but he was also very honest and human 

and he would certainly be saying to us now:  Please don’t forget to pray for me, that God in his mercy 

will forgive my sins and grant me heaven’s joys. And our prayers are also needed for the Church and 

especially for the Conclave that will elect the next successor of St Peter.  Some people are inclined to think 

that the Holy Spirit will just choose the next Pope but it doesn’t work quite like that. The Holy Spirit 

engages with the deliberations of the Cardinals gathered in Rome but also the prayers and hopes of all 

the faithful. The Holy Spirit always works with us, he doesn’t turn us into puppets and so we must pray 

earnestly in these coming days that God will give us the Pope that we need  

 But for now let us pray for the repose of the soul of Pope Francis; O God, faithful rewarder of souls, 

grant that your departed servant Pope Francis, whom you made successor of Peter and shepherd of your Church, 

may happily enjoy for ever in your presence in heaven the mysteries of your grace and compassion, which he 

faithfully ministered on earth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 May God bless you all 

 Fr Andrew 

 

Items for the Newsletter should be given to Fr Andrew or Alessandro at the parish office by Wednesday 

evening for inclusion the following weekend.  



 

First reading   Acts 5:12-16 

Many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the Apostles. And they 

were all together in the Solomon’s Portico. None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high 

esteem. And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, so that 

they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least 

his shadow might fall on some of them. The people also gathered from the towns round Jerusalem, bringing 

the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. 
 

Response to the Psalm Give praise to the Lord for he is good, his mercy endures for ever. 
 

Let the house of Israel say, 

‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 

Let the house of Aaron say, 

‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 

Let those who fear the Lord say, 

‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 

The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone. 

By the Lord has this been done, 

a marvel in our eyes. 

This is the day the Lord has made; 

let us rejoice in it and be glad. 

We beseech you, O Lord, grant 

salvation; we beseech you, O Lord, 

grant success. Blest is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord. 

We bless you from the house of the 

Lord; the Lord is God, and has given 

us light. 
 

Second reading  Revelation 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19 

I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in 

Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in 

the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, ‘Write what you see 

in a book and send it to the seven churches.’ Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on 

turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed 

with a long robe and with a golden sash round his chest. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. 

But he laid his right hand on me, saying, ‘Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and 

behold I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. Write therefore the things that you 

have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this.’ 

Gospel Acclamation John 20:29 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

You believed, Thomas, because you have seen me, says the Lord. Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet have believed. Alleluia. 
 

Gospel   John 20:19-31 
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear 

of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ When he had said this, 

he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 

them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.’ And when he had said 

this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.’ Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called 

the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord’. But 

he said to them, ‘Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the 

nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.’  Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, 

and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your 

hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet have believed.’ Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 

this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name.    

Next Sunday is the Third Sunday of Easter 

MASS THIS SUNDAY – 2nd Sunday of Easter (Year C) 


