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NEWSLETTER for the 4" Sunday of Advent 2025

Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament:
Saturday 10:30am - 11:30am
at Poplar
First Fridays 6.00pm - 7.00pm
at Poplar

Baptisms
By appointment. Usually at
12 noon on Saturdays.

Parish Office

Tue - Fri 10.00am - 2.30pm

Confessions:

Sat10:30am - 11:15am at Poplar
Sat5.15pm - 545pm at Poplar
1st Fridays 6.00pm - 645pm at
Poplar or by appointment

Marriages

Couples must meet with Fr
Andrew 6 months before the
intended wedding, even
where the wedding is taking
place elsewhere.

Sat 20t Dec 4h Sunday of Advent (Vigil) 6.00pm Poplar Asha Stephen Ints

Sun 21t Dec 4" Sunday of Advent 10.00am Poplar Sr Teresa White RIP
12noon Limehouse Francis Xavier Tuyen Tran Ann

Mon 227 Dec | Advent Feria No Mass

Tue 23 Dec Advent Feria 10.00am Poplar Fr Gilbert Ellis RIP

Wed 24 Dec | Christmas Eve 6.00pm Poplar The People of the Parish
10.00pm Limehouse The People of the Parish

Thu 25 Dec | Christmas Day 10.00am Poplar The People of the Parish
11.00am Limehouse The People of the Parish

Fri 26t Dec St Stephen No Mass

Sat 27t Dec St John the Apostle No morning Mass

The Holy Family (Vigil) 6.00pm Poplar Sr Teresa White RIP

Sun 28% Dec The Holy Family 10.00am Poplar The People of the Parish
12noon Limehouse Maria Nhan Khong RIP

Thu 1+ Jan Mary Mother of God 12noon Poplar The People of the Parish

* No mass Mon 29t — Wed 31st



mailto:Poplar@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:Limehouse@rcdow.org.uk
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/limehouse

A NEW ARCHBISHOP

It was announced on Friday in Rome that Pope Leo has appointed Bishop Richard Moth (currently bishop
of Arundel and Brighton and before that Bishop of the Armed Forces) to be the twelfth Archbishop of
Westminster. Archbishop Moth will be installed at Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 14t February 2026
until which time Cardinal Vincent will act as Apostolic Administrator of the diocese. Let us pray for
Cardinal Vincent as he prepares for retirement and for Archbishop Moth as he prepares to take up his
ministry among us.

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Sr Teresa White, Annie McKie, Doreen Maciejewski, Lily Bleach, John Jones, Monica Calliste, Telma
Stephen and Sharon Jeffries who have died. And for Jacqui Newson, Brenda Terry, Mary Westerman,
Herbert Parillon, Emilio Campanella, Sylvia Richardson, Joan Russell, Susan Connor, Robert Hageman,
Val Lawrence, Camil Agius, Nita da Fide, Sarah Dodd, Anthony Gafa, Bernadette McSweeney, Sylma
Simon and Frances Samuels who are ill.

BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSES

The next course will be on Saturday 10* January at 11.00am in the Guild Room at Poplar.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION COURSE

The next meeting for children and parents will be at 4.30pm on Saturday 10* January in the Guild
Room. Parents and children are required to come to Mass each weekend (at Poplar at either 6pm Saturday
or 10am Sunday or at Limehouse at 12noon Sunday). If you know that you and your child will be unable

to come to a meeting, you must contact Sr Christine in advance.

RCIA

Meetings will resume in the New Year. Look out for announcements.

LOURDES

The diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes next year will take place from Friday 17t to Friday 24t July 2026. If
you are interested in joining us, please complete the google form on the parish website or one of the paper
forms at the back of church. https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/poplar/parish-groups/lourdes-pilgrimage-2026/

FUND RAISING FOR LOURDES

Thank you to everyone who bought their Christmas Trees in our Christmas Tree sale which raised over
£200 for our Lourdes Fund. Thank you to Chiara and her team who made the lovely Christmas decorations
and sold them last weekend after mass which has also raised over £100 for Lourdes. In the new year we
will need to keep raising money, so if you have idea please let us know. Some people have approached
their employers, many of whom have funds which they award to projects with which their employees are
involved. Why not look into that and see if the company you work for might be willing to donate to help
some to get to Lourdes who otherwise might not be able to afford the trip.

SOME BIG THANK YOUs

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped to make our Evening Mass at Limehouse last Sunday such
a beautiful occasion. A special thanks to Joe Monteiro who organised the wonderful program of music and
conducted the choir. Thank you to all who brought food and drink and decorated the church and helped
in any way.

A BIG THANK YOU also to everyone who helped to make our Carol Service at Poplar on Thursday such
a lovely occasion.

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who brought Christmas Presents for distribution to children who might
otherwise not have a very good Christmas. They will be greatly appreciated!
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LIMEHOUSE FAITH GROUP

The Faith Group is taking a little break for Christmas and will resume meeting on Thursday 8t January.
For information and to join, please contact Flo on Florence.preux@hotmail.co.uk

NEIGHBOURS IN POPLAR

DELIVEROO ANGELS wanted on Christmas, Boxing and New Year's Days! If you can spare an hour
(maybe your cook wants you out of her way in the kitchen!?) come over to St. Matthias Community Centre
(113 Poplar High St. E14 OAE) for 11.30am and meet our gang of volunteers as we prepare to deliver
almost 200 dinners, each day, to residents of Tower Hamlets, many with no one else popping in to them.
This is what Christmas is about!

Wanted: dinner plates, almost all meals go out on plates so more are needed.

Thank you for your generous support of this project. This will be the 50th Christmas the Parish has been
involved in Christmas Day dinners!

OUR ELDERS Keep an eye out in this weather for those (any age) who are afraid to put their heating on
because of costs. I visited a man this week, he had his coat and woolly hat on, wrapped in a blanket in his

MASS TIMES OVER CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR

Christmas Eve — Mass at 6pm at Poplar - ‘Shepherds and Angels Mass’ - children are encouraged to come
dressed as nativity characters
Mass at 10pm at Limehouse — Mass in the Holy Night

Christmas Day — Mass at 10am at Poplar — Christmas Day Mass
Mass at 11am at Limehouse — Christmas Day Mass

Fri 26t Dec—~  No Mass
Sat 27" Dec—  No morning Mass
Mass at 6pm at Poplar — Vigil of the Feast of the Holy Family

Sun 28" Dec— Mass at 10am at Poplar — Feast of the Holy Family
Mass at 12noon at Limehouse — Feast of the Holy Family

Mon 29 — Wed 31¢ Dec — No Mass
Thu 1+t Jan 2026 — Mass at 12noon at Poplar — Mary Mother of God with the dedication of the

New Year to Our Lady
Fri 2 Jan — No Mass
Sat 3 Jan — Mass and Confessions at 10am at Poplar, Vigil Mass at 6pm at Poplar.
Sun 4" Jan - 10am Mass at Poplar and 12noon Mass at Limehouse
Mon 5% Jan — No Mass as usual
Tue 6% Jan — Mass at 10am at Poplar }

Mass at 12.30pm at Canary Wharf } Feast of the Epiphany, Holy Day of Obligation
Mass at 6.30pm at Limehouse }

RECENT FINANCIAL NEWS
POPLAR OFFERTORY LAST WEEKEND

Envelopes: £158.50 Loose: £376.62 Contactless: £212.00 Total: £747.12
Standing Orders & Online  September: £513.34 October: £543.34 November: £513.34

LIMEHOUSE OFFERTORY LAST WEEKEND

Envelopes: £40.00 Loose: £36.81 Contactless: £305.00 Total: £381.81
Standing Orders & Online September: £1,507.00 October: £1,507.00 November: £1,507.00

Sincere thanks for your continued generosity!
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MASS THIS SUNDAY - 4" Sunday of Advent (Year A)

First reading Isaiah 7:10-14
In those days: The Lord spoke to Ahaz: “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” And Isaiah
said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and shall call his name Emmanuel.’

Response to the Psalm  Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory.

The Lord’s is the earth and its Who shall climb the mountain of  Blessings from the Lord shall he
fullness, the world, and those who the Lord? Who shall stand in his  receive, and right reward from

dwell in it. holy place? The clean of hands the God who saves him. Such are

It is he who set it on the seas; and pure of heart, whose soul is the people who seek him, who seek

on the rivers he made it firm. not set on vain things. the face of the God of Jacob.
Second reading Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an Apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was
descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in power
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord, through
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of
his name among all the nations, including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. To all those
in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 1:23
Alleluia, alleluia. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Emmanuel — which means, God with us. Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 1:18-24

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to send her away
quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save
his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel” —

which means, God with us. When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife.

See you at Christmas! Christmas Eve Masses are at 6pm Poplar and 10pm Limehouse

Christmas Day Masses are at 10am Poplar and 11am Limehouse



