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NEWSLETTER for the 2" Sunday of Christmas 2026

By appointment. Usually at
12 noon on Saturdays.

Parish Office
Tue - Fri 10.00am - 2.30pm

Exposition of the Blessed Confessions:

Sacrament: Sat 10:30am - 11:15am at Poplar

Saturday 10:30am - 11:30am Sat5.15pm - 545pm at Poplar

at Poplar 1st Fridays 6.00pm - 645pm at

First Fridays 6.00pm - 7.00pm Poplar or by appointment
at Poplar
) Marriages

Baptisms

Couples must meet with Fr
Andrew 6 months before the
intended wedding, even
where the wedding is taking
place elsewhere.

Sat 3t Jan 2rdSunday of Christmas (Vigil) 6.00pm Poplar The People of the Parish

Sun 4t Jan 2nd Sunday of 10.00am Poplar* The People of the Parish
Christmas 12noon Limehouse Mary Layzell Ints

Mon 5t Jan Christmas Feria No Mass

Tue 6t Jan The Epiphany of the 10.00am Poplar The People of the Parish
Lord 12.30pm | Canary Wharf 1 Private Intention

6.30pm Limehouse The People of the Parish

Wed 7t Jan Christmas Feria 10.00pm Poplar Veronica Carayol RIP

Thu 8t Jan Christmas Feria 10.00am Poplar Annie McKie RIP

Fri 9t Jan Christmas Feria 10.00am Poplar Lily Moran RIP

Sat 10t Jan Christmas Feria 10.00am Poplar Anna Sick
Baptism of the Lord (Vigil) 6.00pm Poplar Merlin & Frances Parillon

Sun 11* Jan The Baptism of the 10.00am Poplar* Doreen Maciejewski RIP
Lord 12noon Limehouse The People of the Parish

*=Teas and Coffees in the Guild Room after the 10am Mass
1= Mass in the Multi-Faith Prayer Room in the Churchill Place Shopping Mall between Joe the Juice and Barclays
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PLEASE PRAY FOR

Sr Teresa White, Annie McKie, Doreen Maciejewski, Lily Bleach, John Jones, Monica Calliste,
Telma Stephen and Sharon Jeffries who have died. And for Jacqui Newson, Brenda Terry, Mary
Westerman, Herbert Parillon, Emilio Campanella, Sylvia Richardson, Joan Russell, Susan Connor,
Robert Hageman, Val Lawrence, Camil Agius, Nita da Fide, Sarah Dodd, Anthony Gafa,
Bernadette McSweeney, Sylma Simon and Frances Samuels who are ill.

BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSES

The next course will be on Saturday 10* January at 11.00am in the Guild Room at Poplar.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION COURSE

The next meeting for children and parents will be at 4.30pm on Saturday 10 January in the
Guild Room. Parents and children are required to come to Mass each weekend (at Poplar at either
6pm Saturday or 10am Sunday or at Limehouse at 12noon Sunday). If you know that you and
your child will be unable to come to a meeting, you must contact Sr Christine in advance.

RCIA

All members of the RCIA are asked to come to Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 21% February
2026 at 2:30pm for the Rite of Election when you will be formally welcomed by our new
Archbishop. Get the date in your diary. Sr Christine will be in touch about the next group meeting.

NEW EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS AT POPLAR

All those who have volunteered recently are asked to come the Guild Room at 7pm this Thursday
8t January for a meeting.

LOURDES

The diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes next year will take place from Friday 17t to Friday 24% July
2026. If you are interested in joining us, please complete the google form on the parish website or
one of the paper forms at the back of church.  https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/poplar/parish-
groups/lourdes-pilgrimage-2026/

LIMEHOUSE FAITH GROUP

Join us on Thursday 8th January at 7.30pm, as we resume the series, "ReFrame" with episode 5:
Jesus the King. Jesus Christ is both Saviour and Lord, and his redemptive work affects everything.
This gives meaning to all of life and culture, including our ordinary activities. The gospel is
therefore more than personal salvation; it is the invitation to participate in a renewed life for a
renewed world. All welcome, no need to have attended previous sessions. For information and
to join, please contact Flo on Florence.preux@hotmail.co.uk

CHURCH OPENING AT LIMEHOUSE & POPLAR

Limehouse Fridays 8.00am til 8.30am. Poplar Tuesdays to Saturdays after the 10am Mass until
lunchtime/ early afternoon. We need more volunteers to ensure that we can keep both our
churches open, please speak to Fr Andrew if you would like to help.

NEIGHBOURS IN POPLAR

A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the preparation and delivery of meals over
Christmas and the New Year. All of your hard work made such a difference to so many people!
Thank you.
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FR ANDREW WRITES

A very happy new year to you all! I hope that you all enjoyed Christmas which, in the Church at
least, isn’t over yet. The Christmas Season continues with the celebration of the Epiphany on
Tuesday and comes to a formal end with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord next weekend. Even
after that cribs are traditionally left in place until 24 February which is the Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord.

Because the Epiphany and the Baptism of the Lord are both about the revealing of Christ and
his mission to the whole world this next phase of Christmastide at the start of a new year is a
great time for us to reflect on the mission of our parishes. Our churches and our parish
communities don’t exist just as a way for a group of people with some shared beliefs to come
together to support one another. We exist to reveal the Christ whom we have come to know to
the world around us. By sharing our gifts as the Magi brought theirs we, like them, reveal who
Christ is so that others may come to know Him. All of our activities as parishes, including and
especially our liturgy should be a powerful witness to Jesus, like the voice of God the Father at
the Baptism of the Lord.

This last year a number of great initiatives were started; the Faith Group in Limehouse has
done a lot to strengthen the faith of participants and to better equip them to answer the questions
that many in the world around us have about our faith. The East End Young Adults Group at
Poplar has done something very similar. I hope that these groups will continue to go from
strength to strength in 2026. I would like to thank all of those who have worked hard to get those
groups going. During the Holy Year, Poplar was a ‘Jubilee Church’ and as part of that we held a
number of special jubilee events for particular groups of people, many of which were a great
success. I see no reason why shouldn’t make at least some of those more regular events. I am
thinking especially of the events we had for the bereaved, for the sick and for married couples. If
you are interested in helping to coordinate some more ongoing activity for any of these groups
or others please let me know.

One very simple but effective thing that we did at Poplar and which was then replicated at
Limehouse was to open up the church to visitors. So many people have come back to the practice
of the faith during this last year simply because they were able to pop into church and say a prayer
and discovered a welcome and a listening ear. I would really like us to continue, in both parishes
to keep this going and perhaps even to extend the opening times. Let’s make 2026 a year for
revealing Jesus to more and more people.

Thank you to everyone for all your kind cards and gifts and wishes over Christmas and thank
you to everyone who worked so hard to make our celebrations so wonderful.

May God bless you all throughout this new year

Fr Andrew
RECENT FINANCIAL NEWS

POPLAR CHRISTMAS COLLECTION
Envelopes: £345.00 Loose: £774.51 Contactless: £319.00 Total: £1,438.51
POPLAR COLLECTION 27t%/28% Dec
Envelopes: £246.94 Loose: £131.55 Contactless: £171.00 Total: £549.49
LIMEHOUSE CHRISTMAS COLLECTION
Envelopes: £597.87 Loose: £30.50 Contactless: £132.00 Total: £760.37
LIMEHOUSE COLLECTION 28% Dec
Envelopes: £30.00 Loose: £14.00 Contactless: £118.00 Total: £162.00

Sincere thanks for your continued generosity!




MASS THIS SUNDAY - 2" Sunday of Christmas (Year A)

First reading Sirach 24:1-2, 8-12

Wisdom will praise herself and will boast in the midst of her people. In the assembly of the Most High she
will open her mouth, and in the presence of his forces she will boast: “Then the Creator of all things
commanded me, and the one who created me gave my tent a resting place. And he said, “Make your
dwelling in Jacob and in Israel receive your inheritance.” From eternity, in the beginning, he created me,
and for eternity I shall not cease to exist. In the holy tabernacle I ministered before him, and so I was
established in Sion. In the beloved city likewise he gave me a resting place, and in Jerusalem was my
dominion. So I took root in an honoured people, in the portion of the Lord, his inheritance.”

Response to the Psalm  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord! He established peace on your borders; He reveals his word to Jacob;
O Sion, praise your God! He has he gives you your fill of finest wheat. to Israel, his decrees and judgements.
strengthened the bars of your gates; He sends out his word to the earth, He has not dealt thus with other

he has blessed your children within and swiftly runs his command. nations; he has not taught them his
you. judgements.
Second reading Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has
blessed us in the Beloved. For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love
towards all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints.

Gospel Acclamation Cf. 1 Timothy 3:16
Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to you, O Christ, proclaimed among the nations. Glory to you, O Christ,
believed in throughout the world Alleluia.

Gospel John 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was
made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness
about the light. The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and
his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the Only Begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This
was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.” ” For from
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only begotten God, who is at the Father’s side, he
has made him known.

Tuesday is the Solemnity of The Epiphany, a Holy Day of Obligation



