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NEWSLETTER for the Baptism of the Lord 2026

Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament:
Saturday 10:30am - 11:30am
at Poplar
First Fridays 6.00pm - 7.00pm
at Poplar

Baptisms
By appointment. Usually at
12 noon on Saturdays.

Parish Office
Tue - Fri 10.00am - 2.30pm

Confessions:

Sat 10:30am - 11:15am at Poplar
Sat5.15pm - 545pm at Poplar
1st Fridays 6.00pm - 645pm at
Poplar or by appointment

Marriages

Couples must meet with Fr
Andrew 6 months before the
intended wedding, even
where the wedding is taking
place elsewhere.

Sat 10t Jan Baptism of the Lord (Vigil) 6.00pm Merlina & Frances Parillon RIP

Sun 11t Jan The Baptism of the 10.00am Poplar* Doreen Maciejewski RIP
Lord 12noon Limehouse David Stevens & Family Sick

Mon 12 Jan Feria Week 1 No Mass

Tue 13 Jan Feria Week 1 10.00am Poplar Private Intention

12.30pm | Canary Wharf t Priest’s Intention

Wed 14" Jan | Feria Week 1 10.00pm Poplar Patrick Davitt RIP

Thu 15" Jan Feria Week 1 10.00am Poplar Bill Stone B’Day Ann

Fri 16t Jan Feria Week 1 10.00am Poplar Sharon Warren Ints

Sat 17t Jan St Antony Abbot 10.00am No Mass
2dSunday in Ordinary Time | 6.00pm Poplar The People of the Parish
(Vigi)

Sun 18t Jan 2nd Sunday in Ordinary | 10.00am Poplar* The People of the Parish
Time 12noon Limehouse William Edward Phillips Ann

*= Teas and Coffees in the Guild Room after the 10am Mass

1= Mass in the Multi-Faith Prayer Room in the Churchill Place Shopping Mall between Joe the Juice and Barclays
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PLEASE PRAY FOR

Sr Teresa White, Mahmuda, Annie McKie, Doreen Maciejewski and Lily Bleach who have died. And for
Jacqui Newson, Brenda Terry, Mary Westerman, Herbert Parillon, Emilio Campanella, Sylvia Richardson,
Joan Russell, Susan Connor, Robert Hageman, Val Lawrence, Camil Agius, Nita da Fide, Sarah Dodd,
Anthony Gafa, Bernadette McSweeney, Sylma Simon and Frances Samuels who are ill.

BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSES

The next course will be on Saturday 7" February at 11.00am in the Guild Room at Poplar.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION COURSE

The next meeting for children and parents will be at 4.30pm on Saturday 14" February in the Guild
Room. Parents and children are required to come to Mass each weekend (at Poplar at either 6pm Saturday
or 10am Sunday or at Limehouse at 12noon Sunday). If you know that you and your child will be unable

to come to a meeting, you must contact Sr Christine in advance.

RCIA

All members of the RCIA are asked to come to Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 21% February 2026 at
2:30pm for the Rite of Election when you will be formally welcomed by our new Archbishop. Get the
date in your diary. The next group meeting will be on Tuesday 13* January at 7.00pm in the Guild Room.

LOURDES
The diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes next year will take place from Friday 17t to Friday 24t July 2026. If

you are interested in joining us, please complete the google form on the parish website or one of the paper
forms at the back of church. https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/poplar/parish-groups/lourdes-pilgrimage-2026/

LIMEHOUSE FAITH GROUP

Join us on Thursday 15th January at 7.30pm, for episode 6 of the series, "ReFrame": New Heavens & New
Earth. This session looks at how God promises to transform all of creation in the new heavens and new
earth through the resurrection of Christ. As citizens of this promise, we are called to live as a sign, a holy
foretaste of this final act of redemption. All welcome, no need to have attended previous sessions. For
information and to join, please contact Flo on Florence.preux@hotmail.co.uk

CHURCH OPENING AT LIMEHOUSE & POPLAR

Limehouse Fridays 8.00am til 8.30am. Poplar Tuesdays to Saturdays after the 10am Mass until lunchtime/
early afternoon. We need more volunteers to ensure that we can keep both our churches open, please
speak to Fr Andrew if you would like to help.

SR TERESA WHITE

The FC]J Sisters thank all those who joined us in praying for Sr. Teresa and who sent cards. Your
support has been greatly appreciated at this sad time and we will keep you all in our prayers.

NEIGHBOURS IN POPLAR

Many, many thanks to all who helped with the Christmas meal deliveries. We cooked and delivered
almost 600 festive dinners to folks all over Tower Hamlets. This was our 50t year doing this! The project
began in the Clergy House kitchen 50 years ago! We will be celebrating this on Sunday 18 January in St.
Matthias Community Centre, between 3pm and 7pm. Please spread the word as so many people have
been involved in this project over those 50 years, many sadly have passed away.

20p JUMBLE SALE in Wigram House Community Centre, Wades Place, Poplar (opposite Our Lady and
St. Joseph's School in Wades Place), 3pm to 5pm Saturday 17* January, raising money for Medical
Aid to Palestine. EVERYTHING will be sold for 20p!!!
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FR ANDREW WRITES

I hope that you have all been keeping warm and cheerful in this horrible weather that we have
been enduring recently. Please do remember at this time of year that, if it is getting you down a
bit, there will certainly be other people who are really struggling to keep the heat on and to
connect with people. So please do make certain to keep a friendly eye out for neighbours.

This Monday 19* January has been dubbed ‘Blue Monday’ because boffins think it is the day
of the year when most people will be feeling most miserable. I suppose Monday is many people’s
least favourite day (unless you're a priest of course) and by the middle of January everyone is
running out of money and the ambitious New Year’s resolutions that were made in the heat of
the moment are in tatters and all your clothes have mysteriously shrunk over Christmas and it’s
cold and dark. So it is perhaps now that we need to remind ourselves that Jesus is for life not just
for Christmas. The Word made flesh born of the Virgin is the one who says to us take heart and
be not afraid for I am with you always. We need to hear those words and take them to heart and
I believe that the best way of allowing those words, which give us hope, to really sink in is to do
something for someone else that helps them actually to experience that loving and reassuring
presence of Christ. That might be as simple as keeping in touch with neighbours who might be
finding the winter difficult or reaching out to that relative who seemed to be on the margins of
family life over Christmas. Forget about all the self-help gurus and other navel gazing nonsense.
Don’t panic about your resolutions, take each day as it comes and begin again and again if
necessary. The best antidote to Blue Monday is to make that a day when we reach out and give
love and hope to someone else. But not just on Monday, let’s make that our approach all year
long.

This coming Friday I have to go into hospital for routine procedure (which is really nothing to
worry about) but it does mean that I will have to rest up for a week or so afterwards.
Consequently, I will not be around from this Friday until about 27* January. Do say a little prayer
for me although, as I say, it's nothing to worry about. In the meantime, while I am out of action,
weekend masses will be covered as normal but there will be some disruption to the weekday
masses for the week beginning Monday 20t January. During that time please also be patient with
Alessandro who will be keeping the office going on his own.

May God bless you all throughout this new year,

Fr Andrew
RECENT FINANCIAL NEWS

POPLAR COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND
Envelopes: £108.38 Loose: £370.95 Contactless: £230.00 Total: £709.33
Standing Orders & Online  October: £543.34 November: £513.34 December: £543.34
LIMEHOUSE COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND
Envelopes: £30.00 Loose: £65.55 Contactless: £185.00 Total: £280.55
Standing Orders & Online October: £1,507.00 November: £1,507.00 December: £1,060.00

Sincere thanks for your continued generosity!




MASS THIS SUNDAY - The Baptism of the Lord (Year A)

First reading Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7

Thus says the Lord: Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I
have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry aloud or lift
up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning
wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be
discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. ‘I am the
Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you
as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.’

Response to the Psalm  The Lord will bless his people with peace.

Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly The voice of the Lord upon the waters, The God of glory thunders;

powers, ascribe to the Lord glory and  the Lord on the immensity of waters; in his temple they all cry, ‘Glory!”
strength. Ascribe to the Lord the the voice of the Lord full of power; The Lord sits enthroned above the
glory of his name; bow down before the voice of the Lord full of splendour.  flood;

the Lord, majestic in holiness. the Lord sits as king for ever.

Second reading Acts 10:34-38

In those days: Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘Truly I understand that God shows no partiality,
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. As for the
word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all
— you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the
baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him.’

Gospel Acclamation Cf. Mark 9:7
Alleluia, alleluia. The heavens were opened and the voice of the Father thundered:
“This is my beloved Son; listen to him’. Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 3:13-17

At that time: Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptised by him. John would have
prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered
him, ‘Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness.” Then he consented. And
when Jesus was baptised, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were
opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and
behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.’

Next Sunday is the 2" Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)



