4TH AUGUST 2019

18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C)

FAITH

DiviNe OFFice: WEEK 2/PROPER

SUNDAY

Liturgy
18th Sunday of OT (C)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Ps 69: 2, 6

O God, come to my assistance;
O Lord, make haste to help me!
You are my rescuer, my help;

O Lord, do not delay.

FIRST READING:

Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23
What does a man gain for all his toil?

PSALM: Ps 89:3-6.12-14.17.R.v1

R) O Lord, you have been our refuge
from one generation to the next.

You turn men back into dust

and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’

To your eyes a thousand years

are like yesterday, come and gone,

no more than a watch in the night. (R)

You sweep men away like a dream,

like grass which springs up in the morning.
In the morning it springs up and flowers:
by evening it withers and fades. (R)

Make us know the shortness of our life
that we may gain wisdom of heart.
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever?
Show pity to your servants. (R)

In the morning, fill us with your love;

we shall exult and rejoice all our days.

Let the favour of the Lord be upon us:
give success to the work of our hands. (R)

SECOND READING:

Colossians 3:1-5. 9-11
You must look for the things that are in
heaven, where Christ is

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your word is truth, O Lord,

consecrate us in the truth.
Alleluia!

Cf.Jn 17:17

GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21
This hoard of yours, whose will it be?

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  Wis 16: 20

You have given us, O Lord, bread from
heaven,

endowed with all delights and sweetness
in every taste.

GOSPEL REFLECTION

The Gospels are full of warnings
about our mortality and
reminders that we know not the
day nor the hour when we will be
called from this life. And yet we
often live as if we were immortal.
The saints always had the idea of
death in their thoughts, not in a
morbid way, but in a very positive
way. They understood very
clearly that life on this earth is a
preparation for the life to come,
the life with and in God. Today’s
Gospel once again spells out the
futility of accumulating riches.
We may think that to be wealthy
gives us security. Of course there
is a basic level of needs without
which life becomes impossible,

-

Day by Day with St Francis*

but once we have catered for these
basic needs, we are in danger of
accumulating money and possessions
simply for the sake of it. We all have
a duty to think of the needs of our
neighbour, whether that neighbour is
someone in my town or in another
part of the world. If we isolate

ourselves from our neighbour we will
eventually also isolate ourselves from
God. And when we present ourselves
to him in the next life we run the risk
of him not recognizing us, because
we didn’t recognize him in our needy
neighbours.

EVANGELI GAUDIUM

(JOY OF THE GOSPEL) |

The Social Dimension
Of Evangelization
The special place of the poor
in God’s people

197. God'’s heart has a special place for the poor,
so much so that he himself “became poor” (2 Cor
8:9). The entire history of our redemption is
marked by the presence of the poor. Salvation
came to us from the “yes” uttered by a lowly
maiden from a small town on the fringes of a great
empire. The Saviour was born in a manger, in the
midst of animals, like children of poor families; he
was presented at the Temple along with two
turtledoves, the offering made by those who could
not afford a lamb (cf. Lk 2:24; Lev 5:7); he was
raised in a home of ordinary workers and worked
with his own hands to earn his bread.

»

THE THREE VIRTUES

Something marvellous happened to the holy man while he was going to the city of Siena for some urgent
reason. Three poor women, who were exactly alike in height, age, and appearance, met him on the great plain
between Campiglia and San Quirico and offered him a small gift of a new greeting. ‘Welcome, Lady Poverty!’
they said. When he heard this, the true lover of poverty was filled with unspeakable joy, for he had in himself
nothing that he would so gladly have people hail as what these women had chosen.

Once they had abruptly disappeared, considering the remarkable novelty of the likeness among them, of the
greeting, of the meeting and of the disappearance, the brothers accompanying him weighed, not without
reason, what the mystery meant about the holy man. Clearly, it would seem that through those three poor
women so alike in appearance, offering such an unusual greeting, and disappearing so quickly, the beauty of
Gospel perfection, consisting in poverty, chastity, and obedience was fittingly revealed to be shining perfectly
in the man of God in an equal way. Nonetheless, he had chosen to glory above all in the privilege of poverty
which he was accustomed to call his mother, his bride, and his lady.

Thomas of Celano, The Remembrance of the Desire of a Soul

**Excerpts from Day by Day with St Francis: a Franciscan Breviary Published by New City ISBN: 9781905039166
These writini Fs by or about Francis of Assisi are from the time of Francis which means that the language is sometimes rather archaic but it reflects the
true spirit of Francis.

Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010 Interational Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. Al ights reserved. The Psalms: A new Translation © 1963 The Gral (England) published by Harper Collin.
Excerpt from THE JERUSALEM BIBLE. copyright (c) 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd. and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Reprinted by Permission.
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S. JOHN FISHER, REDBOURN with FLAMSTEAD AND MARKYATE.

PARISH PRIEST: Father Michael Mannion. Telephone 01582 792270

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — 4™ AUGUST 2019

MASSES THIS WEEK

Sunday (Saturday) 5.30pm  Marie McGuckin Draper (RIP)
Sunday 9.00am Renate Schiener (Ints.)
Monday 5™ August 11.45am  The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major — Michael Hewitt (RIP)
Friday 9" August 11.45am St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Virgin & Martyr, Patron of Europe
Sunday 11" August 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Saturday) 5.30pm  Vic Coates (RIP 2™ Anniv)
Sunday 9.00am  Tilak (Tom) Khurwal (RIP)

Feast Days this week; 6" August —- TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
7" August — St. Cajetan, Priest
8" August — St. Dominic, Priest
10" August — St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr

Please remember in your prayers: Sick; Nigel Clark, Ivor Hopla, Judy Atkins, Sofia Mayorga, Una Hewitt,
Mary Jones, David Ruth, Maria Maynard, Liz Mevin, Diane Boba and Lucy Swift.

Please remember in you prayers this week in The Churches Together List the residents of:
Ben Austins, Totton Mews, Coopers Meadow, Saberton Close, New Forge Place, Gertrude Peake Place,

Buckwood Road, Cowper Court, Half Moon Lane, North Lodge, Saddlers Mews, Beechwood Park, High Street
and Pietley Hill.

Advance Notice: Walsingham Pilgrimage for the Sanctity of Life, Sunday 6™ October.

Tickets: Adults £17.50, Children & Students £8.00. For more information: www.prolifepilgrimage.org

To book contact Geraldine 07971 028415/ mgeraldine_ward@hotmail.com as invitation letters are not being sent
this year. See poster in the porch.

St. Dominic School Nursery. Due to some spaces still available in Nursery for the 2019-20 academic year, there is
the opportunity for the children born between 1 September and 31 December 2016 to start Nursery in January 2020,
and remain for 5 terms until the normal Reception admissions entry in September 2021. Please see the school
website for further details and application forms. Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis.

Children’s Liturgy. The children’s liturgy classes on Sunday are currently running with just three volunteers.

We would love at least three more volunteers to explore the Word of God. It's not at all difficult, no previous
experience is required, and with more people, we can ensure that all our children benefit. Please let Fr. Michael
know if you can help. We are also looking for people to have CRB clearance. We should always have two CRB
clearance volunteers in the classes. Therefore one CRB cleared person could be present but not necessarily active
with the children. This would greatly help the volunteers. This CRB clearance is the very basic one.

Please speak to Vicky Carr if you can help.

Advance Notice; The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is on Thursday 15" August

and is a Holy Day of Obligation.

Mass times are as follows; Redbourn T Whegtham_%:itead
Wednesday 14" August 7.30pm (Vigil Mass) Thursday 15" August 9.30am and 8.00pm
Thursday 15" August 11.45am




