18TH AUGUST 2019

20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FAITH

DiviNe Ofrice: WEEK 4/PROPER

SUNDAY

Liturgy
20th Sunday of OT (C)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:

Ps 83: 10-11
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield;
and look on the face of your anointed
one;
one day within your courts
is better than a thousand elsewhere.

FIRST READING:
Jeremiah 38:4-6. 8-10

You have borne me to be a man of
dissension for all the land.

PSALM: Ps 39:2-4.18. R.v14

R) Lord, come to my aid!

| waited, | waited for the Lord
and he stooped down to me;
he heard my cry. (R)

He drew me from the deadly pit,
from the miry clay.

He set my feet upon a rock

and made my footsteps firm. (R)

He put a new song into my mouth,
praise of our God.

Many shall see and fear

and shall trust in the Lord. (R)

As for me, wretched and poor,
the Lord thinks of me.

You are my rescuer, my help,
O God, do not delay. (R)

SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:1-4

We shall keep running steadily in the race we
have started.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our heart, O Lord,

to accept the words of your Son.
Alleluia!

Cf. Acts 16:14

GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-53

| am not here to bring peace, but rather
division.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:

With the Lord there is mercy;
in him is plentiful redemption.

Ps 129: 7

GOSPEL REFLECTION
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How can we fathom the distress of
the Son of God! So profound, so
far  beyond our  human
comprehension. It is distress on
our behalf, he tells us — for the
divisions, the hatreds, that his
sacrifice, his ‘baptism; the ‘fire’ he
is going to light, is going to stir up
among us. Yet it is a fire’ of love!
of Divine Love, the greatest, most
real love of all. It is a love that
offers to those who return it,
unimaginable rewards. A love, too,
that begs us to keep God’s
greatest commandments and to
love one another, for his sacrifice
was for each one of us. How

moving it is to think that the fire’

of his desire to do his Father’s will
and reunite us with God, the
‘distress’ he suffered, was the

-

GOSPEL CHILDHOOD
The °Little Way" of St Therese of Lisieux for everyone*

motivation of his whole life. Even at the
age of twelve it urged him to the Temple
to speak with the leaders of his people.
On earth that ‘fire’ drove all that he did
and said and suffered. Now in Heaven
that same ‘fire, the fire of his Sacred
Heart, blazes still with love and care for
his rescued people. He has not left us.

The Social Dimension of
Evangelization
The special place of the poor

in God'’s people
198 (Cont'd) This is why | want a Church
which is poor and for the poor. They have
much to teach us. Not only do they share in
the sensus fidei, but in their difficulties they
know the suffering Christ. We need to let
ourselves be evangelized by them. The new
evangelization is an invitation to
acknowledge the saving power at work in
their lives and to put them at the centre of
the Church’s pilgrim way. We are called to
find Christ in them, to lend our voice to their
causes, but also to be their friends, to listen
to them, to speak for them and to embrace
the mysterious wisdom which God wishes to

share with us through them.

EVANGELII GAUDIUM

(JOY OF THE GOSPEL)

| COULD NEVER BE ANYTHING BUT LITTLE

| could never be anything but 'little’ in one way because | was young, and my gifts and
environment were all ‘small’ and circumscribed. | had lived nearby and entered the local
convent. | had no higher education, no accomplishments to speak of. However, | did not want
to be ‘small' in my interests and outreach. Prayer could go anywhere and everywhere, and |
went about it with vigour, keeping myself open to life's larger concerns. Prayer for me went
hand in hand with the ability to put my own preoccupations on one side in order to attend to
others around me, to find Jesus and love Jesus in those who shared my life. In the convent
that wasn't always easy. | soon realised that living with others, even good sisters, wasn't as
simple as | had first thought. Different people grated on my sensitive nature. Then my father's
mind began to fail. There was a temporary remission when he was able to be with me on the
glorious day | received the Carmelite habit dressed as a bride. That day Jesus blessed me with
snow so that the world was all attired in white, just as | was. But soon afterwards Papa had a
serious relapse and was taken away to a huge mental hospital.

* Simplified and illustrated by Elizabeth Ruth Obbard. First published in 2005 in Great Britain by:
New City Unit 1 Polaris Centre 41 Brownfields Welwyn Garden City AL7 1AN https://www.newcity.co.uk/book-tag/focolare/ ISBN: 13:978-0904287-94-3
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S. JOHN FISHER, REDBOURN with FLAMSTEAD AND MARKYATE.

PARISH PRIEST: Father Michael Mannion. Telephone 01582 792270

TWENTIETH _SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — 18™ AUGUST 2019

MASSES THIS WEEK

Sunday (Saturday) 5.30pm  Michael Hewitt (RIP Anniv.)
Sunday 9.00am  Tilak (Tom) Khurwal (RIP)
Monday 19" August 11.45am feria
Friday 23rd August 11.45am feria
Sunday 25" August 21 Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Saturday) 5.30pm  Anne O’Donovan (RIP Anniv)
Sunday 9.00am

Feast Days this week; 20" August — St Bernard, Abbot & Doctor
21% August — St. Pius X, Pope
22" August — The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
24™ August — St. Bartholomew, Apostle.

Please remember in your prayers: Sick; Nigel Clark, Ivor Hopla, Judy Atkins, Sofia Mayorga, Una Hewitt,
Mary Jones, David Ruth, Maria Maynard, Liz Mevin, Diane Boba and Lucy Swift.

Please remember in you prayers this week in The Churches Together List the residents of:

Stephen’s Way, St. Matthew’s Care Home, Crouch Hall Gardens, Fish Street Farm, Shepherd’s Row,

Bettespol Meadows, Caddington Hall, Cowper Road, Hicks Road, Old Victoria Gardens, Sharose Court, Chapel Road,
Holtsmere End and Puddephat’s Lane. :

Tickets: Adults £17.50, Children & Students £8.00. For more information: www prolifepiigrimage . org
To book contact Geraldine 07971 028415/ mgeraidine ward@hotmail com  as invitation letters are not being sent
this year. See poster in the porch.

Advance Notice: Walsingham Pilgrimage for the Sanctity of Life, Sunday 6" October.

St. Dominic School Nursery. Due to some spaces still available in Nursery for the 2019-20 academic year, there is
the opportunity for the children born between 1 September and 31 December 2016 to start Nursery in January 2020,
and remain for 5 terms until the normal Reception admissions entry in September 2021. Please see the school
website for further details and application forms. Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis.

Children’s Liturgy. The children’s liturgy ciasses on Sunday are currently running with just three volunteers.

We would love at least three more volunteers to explore the Word of God. It's not at all difficult, no previous
experience is required, and with more people, we can ensure that all our children benefit. Please let Fr. Michael
know if you can help. We are also looking for people to have CRB clearance. We should always have two CRB
clearance volunteers in the classes. Therefore one CRB cleared person could be present but not necessarily active
with the children. This would greatly help the volunteers. This CRB clearance is the very basic one.

Please speak to Vicky Carr if you can help.

Bring & Buy Sale. The recent sale amounted to £72.03. Thank you for your support. This money is for our continuing
support of CAFOD projects. So far we have been able to provide enough money for the building of not one, but two
wells in a village in Uganda.

Advance Notice, On Saturday 21 September there is a blessing of animals in Our Lady of Lourdes Church garden.

More details to follow.



