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Liturgy
22nd Sunday of OT (C)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf.Ps 85:3,5

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for | cry to
you all the day long.

O Lord, you are good and forgiving,

full of mercy to all who call to you.

FIRST READING:
Ecclesiasticus 3:17-20. 28-29
Behave humbly, and then you will find favour

with the Lord.

PSALM: Ps 67:4-7.10-11. R.cf.v11

R) In your goodness, O God,
you prepared a home for the poor.

The just shall rejoice at the presence of God,
they shall exult and dance for joy.

O sing to the Lord, make music to his name;
rejoice in the Lord, exult at his presence. (R)

Father of the orphan, defender of the widow,
such is God in his holy place.

God gives the lonely a home to live in;

he leads the prisoners forth into freedom. (R)

You poured down, O God, a generous rain:
when your people were starved you gave
them new life.
It was there that your people found a home,
prepared in your goodness, O God,
for the poor. (R)

SECOND READING:
Hebrews 12:18-19. 22-24

You have come to Mount Zion and to the
city of the living God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

Alleluia, alleluia! Jn 14:23
If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
and my Father will love him,

and we shall come to him.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Luke 14:1.7-14.
Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,
and the man who humbles himself will be
exalted.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Ps 30: 20

How great is the goodness, Lord,
that you keep for those who fear you.

&

GOSPEL REFLECTION

He was in “the house of one of the

leading Pharisees’, so almost
certainly not invited out of
friendship or real interest in what
he might have to say. On the
contrary, “they watched him
closely”  As we know, they
‘watched’ him in order to trip him
up, to find something to hold
against him.  They were not
listening to what he said; they were
not interested in who he might be.
No, their minds were already made
up: he was a public menace, a threat
to peace and good order, to the
status quo. Indeed, he was the
enemy of the whole settled tenor of
their privileged lives. Jesus takes
this up with his parable of the feast.
Be humble of mind, he says, retiring,
not grasping. Then with his second
piece of advice he goes further:
change your whole mind-set;
embrace the poor and the humble,
the unwanted, the despised. Have

a

GOSPEL CHILDHOOD
The ‘Little Way' of St Therese of Lisieux for everyone*

minds that are open and generous, not
closed and critical. As we know, some of
the Pharisees did change and accept Jesus
(Nicodemus, Joseph). But the majority

succeeded in bringing him to the cross.
EVANGELIT GAUDIUNM
(JOY OF THE GOSPEL)

The Social Dimension of
Evangelization
The special place of the poor
~in God’s people

199 (Cont'd) The poor person, when loved,
“is esteemed as of great value’,6¢ and this is
what makes the authentic option for the
poor differ from any other ideology, from
any attempt to exploit the poor for one’s
own personal or political interest. Only on
the basis of this real and sincere closeness
can we properly accompany the poor on
their path of liberation. Only this will ensure
that “in every Christian community the poor
feel at home. Would not this approach be
the greatest and most effective presentation
of the good news of the kingdom?"1
Without the preferential option for the poor,
“the proclamation of the Gospel, which is
itself the prime form of charity, risks being
misunderstood or submerged by the ocean
of words which daily engulfs us in today’s
society of mass communications”.170

168 Ibid., I-Il, q. 26, a. 3.
169 John Paul I, Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte (6 January 2001),

50: AAS 93 (2001), 303.

170 Ibid.

WITH DEATH ON THE HORIZON

As I'm writing | know the end of my life is approaching. | have tuberculosis and am dying by slow

stages in great pain.

These past two years have been difficult for me. | am going through a phase where all is dark. |
feel as though heaven does not exist, that there is no life after death. It is as if all | have lived for
is a mere mirage without substance, my youth sacrificed for nothing. Before me is annihilation,
not a welcome awaiting me in the presence of God. But | see this as a way of identifying with the
numberless people who do not believe, who feel that life is useless and pointless. Although |
feel nothing of God's presence | will continue to believe and trust. In the darkness of faith | love
and adore him.This is the real proof of my love for God - that | continue to love him when things
are unbelievably difficult. 'm not dependent on experiencing the sunshine of his presence. |
walk by faith, not by sight. Most of the sisters in the convent don‘t know that I'm going through
this period of darkness. They think that, because | still write lovely poems about God, I really
believe what | write. Instead | write what | want to believe, or rather, what | believe at a level too
deep to contact consciously.

* Simplified and illustrated by Elizabeth Ruth Obbard. First published in 2005 in Great Britain by:
New City Unit 1 Polaris Centre 41 Brownfields Welwyn Garden City AL7 AN https://www.newcity.co.uk/book-tag/focolare/ ISBN: 13:978-0904287-94-3
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S. JOHN FISHER, REDBOURN with FLAMSTEAD AND MARKYATE.

PARISH PRIEST: Father Michael Mannion. Telephone 01582 792270

TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — 1°T SEPTEMBER 2019

MASSES THIS WEEK
Sunday (Saturday) 5.30pm
Sunday 9.00am Parishioners Intentions

Monday 2™ September ~ 11.45am feria

Friday 6™ September 11.45am feria — Bridget Ward (RIP)

Sunday 8" September 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Saturday) 5.30pm  Derek Gavin (RIP)
Sunday 9.00am  Tilak Khurwal (RIP)

Feast Days this week; 3™ September — St Gregory The Great, Pope & Doctor

Please remember in your prayers: Sick; Nigel Clark, Ivor Hopla, Judy Atkins, Sofia Mayorga, Una Hewitt,
Mary Jones, David Ruth, Maria Maynard, Liz Mevin and Diane Boba.

Please remember in you prayers this week in The Churches Together List the residents of:
Downedge, Bassett Close, Blackhorse Lane, Wheatlock Mead, Harding Close, Lynsey Close, Cell, Dunstable Road,
High View, Park Close, Sursham Court, Cheverells Green, Little Wood End and Roe End Lane.

Advance Notice: Walsingham Pilgrimage for the Sanctity of Life, Sunday 6" October.

Tickets: Adults £17.50, Children & Students £8.00. For more information: vawvw.prolifepilgrimage.org

To book contact Geraldine 07971 028415/ mgeraldine ward@hotmail.com as invitation letters are not being sent
this year. See poster in the porch.

St. Dominic School Nursery. Due to some spaces still available in Nursery for the 2019-20 academic year, there is
the opportunity for the children born between 1 September and 31 December 2016 to start Nursery in January 2020,
and remain for 5 terms until the normal Reception admissions entry in September 2021. Please see the school
website for further details and application forms. Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis.

Advance Notice, On Saturday 21% September there is a blessing of animals in Our Lady of Lourdes Church garden.
More details to follow.

Watford, St.Albans & Hemel Hospital Chaplaincy.

Mass will be offered in the hospital once a month and everyone is welcome to attend; for more details about dates
and times please contact the head of chaplaincy.

There will be exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and the Litany of Lourdes in the hospital oratory on level 4 at
Watford Hospital every Monday at 2pm, all are welcome to join us for this time of prayer for our hospitals.

If you have a relative in hospital who has requested to see a Catholic chaplain please do let us know.

Would you consider giving an hour a week to join our chaplaincy team — please contact us for details.

For more information about any of the above please email the head of chaplaincy —~www.anthony.curran@nns.net
Message from Deacon Anthony (Catholic Chaplain)

The Newman Association; There will be a talk by Dr. Mary McHugh on * Medical ethics; a doctor's perspective”, at
the Undercroft at Our Lady of Lourdes, Harpenden, on Sunday15th September at 8.00pm.




