15TH SEPTEMBER 2019

24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C)

FAITH

Divine Ofrice: WEEK 4/PROPER

SUNDAY

Liturgy
24th Sunday of OT (C)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  Cf. Sir 36: 18

Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait
for you,

that your prophets be found true.

Hear the prayers of your servant,

and of your people Israel.

FIRST READING:
Exodus 32:7-11. 13-14

The Lord relented and did not bring on his
people the disaster he had threatened.

PSALM:
Ps 50:3-4.12-13.17.19. R. Lk 15:18

R) I will leave this place and go to my
father.

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt
and cleanse me from my sin. (R)

A pure heart create for me, O God,

put a steadfast spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R)

O Lord, open my lips

and my mouth shall declare your praise.

My sacrifice is a contrite spirit;

a humbled, contrite heart you will not
spurn. (R)

SECOND READING: | Timothy 1:12-17
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

Alleluia, alleluia! Cf. Eph 1:17.18

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ

enlighten the eyes of our mind,

so that we can see what hope his call
holds for us.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-32

Recently | heard of a young woman
fired with zeal for ‘population control.
She was ready enthusiastically to
dedicate her life to that cause. What
a mistake!  ‘Population’ is people,
human beings; not an amorphous
group but many, many individuals,
each one created “in the image of
God’. Jesus is speaking about them in
today's parables, emphasising how
precious each one is to God. | think in
God’s eyes there can never be too
many of those creations of his, made
in the image of his “dearly beloved
Son”. That “dearly beloved Son” was
not sent to die for crowds, but for
each individual one of us - for each
individual “lost sheep” Each one is
loved and precious. What is needed is
not  ‘population control’ but
population  conversion:  people,
individuals, filled with a sense of their
value in God’s eyes, and of respect and
care for their fellow men and women.
Above all, we need a world full of love

a

GOSPEL CHILDHOOD
The ‘Little Way" of St Therese of Lisieux for everyone*

GOSPEL REFLECTION

for God and obedience to his laws: laws
which are given for our flourishing. We need
a world full of justice and truth.

EVANGELII GAUDIUM

(JOY OF THE GOSPEL)

w
¥

The Social Dimension of
Evangelization
The special place of the poor
in God'’s people

201. No one must say that they cannot be
close to the poor because their own lifestyle
demands more attention to other areas. This
is an excuse commonly heard in academic,
business or professional, and even ecclesial
circles. While it is quite true that the essential
vocation and mission of the lay faithful is to
strive that earthly realities and all human
activity may be transformed by the Gospel,'”!
none of us can think we are exempt from
concern for the poor and for social justice:
“Spiritual conversion, the intensity of the love
of God and neighbour, zeal for justice and
peace, the Gospel meaning of the poor and
of poverty, are required of everyone”.72 | fear
that these words too may give rise to
commentary or discussion with no real
practical effect. That being said, | trust in the
openness and readiness of all Christians, and
| ask you to seek, as a community, creative
ways of accepting this renewed call.

171 Cf. Propositio 45.
172 Congregatiati on for the Doctrine of the Fait h, Instruction Libertatis

Nuntius (6 August 1984), XI, 18: AAS 76 (1984), 908
»

CHILD OF GOD’S MERCY

I find it hard to understand those who are afraid of so loving a friend as God. Yet of course, on another
level | do understand, because | see people around me who are so bound up in keeping rules that
they forget the Person behind them. Their lives are blighted by fear. Their hearts are shrivelled and
dark, yet God wants them to walk in the light and in freedom. Some have never learned how to find
God in all that comes their way. They think that something special has to happen to them - visions or
the stigmata and so forth. If they don't get these then they are convinced that God isn't interested in
their lives. They feel themselves to be second class Christians, less loved than those who have done
great things for God. This is nonsense. It is not humility to think like this but skewed pride. It stops
us taking a right responsibility for becoming all we can be. | was fortunate in having a happy home
and so have not had the same struggle as many have had to accept that God is a God of love who
loves me as | am. My parents loved me; my sisters and cousins, uncle and aunt loved me; but | did
not have many friends at school so | know too what it is to feel lonely and excluded. And here in the
convent | am certainly misunderstood from time to time. Nobody thinks | am someone special, and
neither do I! I'm just Therese, the little child of God's mercy.

* Simplified and illustrated by Elizabeth Ruth Obbard. First published in 2005 in Great Britain by:
New City Unit 1 Polaris Centre 41 Brownfields Welwyn Garden City AL7 1AN https://www.newcity.co.uk/book-tag/focolare/ ISBN: 13:978-0904287-94-3

There will be rejoicing in heaven over one
repentant sinner.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  Cf.Ps 35: 8

How precious is your mercy, O God!
The children of men seek shelter in the
shadow of your wings.
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S. JOHN FISHER, REDBOURN with FLAMSTEAD AND MARKYATE.

PARISH PRIEST: Father Michael Mannion. Telephone 01582 792270

TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME —15™ SEPTEMBER 2019

MASSES THIS WEEK \eon alchikbaroet
Sunday (Saturday) 5.30pm " g &7 B Rt B e ore
Sunday 9.00am CENH Ploosie e mly mvrrec.i to attend a Pet
e I ;;{u SRt Efslng Service on Saturday
g \\j' oy 21°" September at 3.00 pm, in
Monday 16" September NO /)’7/7’ $S  “%kpimgms,  the presbytery garden.
——e This Service will be led by
Father Michael Mannion and we look forward to
Friday 20" September 11.45am  Ss. Andrew Kim Tae-gon, B ™Meeting all the many dogs, cats, rabbits, birds
& Companions, Martyrs eTc owned by our children. Please bring a paren;r
with you and a suitable hutch, cage or (short)
Sunday 22™ September 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time lead for your pet. Do also bring a prayer you
(Saturday) 5.30pm have written for your animal. Tf you would like to
Sunday 9.00am attend, please register by contacting Caroline

Roberts, of the Live Simply Environment Group,
: ; Tel. 01582 768169 or by email
Feast Days this week; 21" September — St. Matthew, Apostle caroline46@supanet.com

Please remember in your prayers: Sick; Nigel Clark, Ivor Hopla, Judy Atkins, Sofia Mayorga, Una Hewitt,
Mary Jones, David Ruth, Maria Maynard, Liz Mevin and Diane Boba.

Please remember in you prayers this week in The Churches Together List the residents of:

Brooke End, Apple Tree Grove, Aysgarth Road, Silk Mill Road, Flint Copse, Crecy Gardens, Cavan Road,
Cheverelles Green, Flax Mews, London Road, Parkfield Road, The Coppins, College Close, Mill Lane and
Pietley Cottages (Trowley Bottom)

Advance Notice: Walsingham Pilgrimage for the Sanctity of Life, Sunday 6" October.

Tickets: Adults £17.50, Children & Students £8.00. For more information: www prolifepilgrimage. org

To book contact Geraldine 07971 028415/ mgeraldine ward@hotmail com as invitation letters are not being sent
this year. See poster in the porch.

St. Dominic School Nursery. Due to some spaces still available in Nursery for the 2019-20 academic year, there is
the opportunity for the children born between 1 September and 31 December 2016 to start Nursery in January 2020,
and remain for 5 terms until the normal Reception admissions entry in September 2021. Please see the school
website for further details and application forms. Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis.

Advance Notice, On Saturday 21* September there is a blessing of animals in Our Lady of Lourdes Church garden.
More details to follow.

Watford, St.Albans & Hemel Hospital Chaplaincy.

Mass will be offered in the hospital once a month and everyone is welcome to attend; for more details about dates
and times please contact the head of chaplaincy.

There will be exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and the Litany of Lourdes in the hospital oratory on level 4 at
Watford Hospital every Monday at 2pm, all are welcome to join us for this time of prayer for our hospitals.

If you have a relative in hospital who has requested to see a Catholic chaplain please do let us know.

Would you consider giving an hour a week to join our chaplaincy team — please contact us for details.

For more information about any of the above please email the head of chaplaincy —~www.anthony.curran@nhs ne
Message from Deacon Anthony (Catholic Chaplain)

The Newman Association; There will be a talk by Dr. Mary McHugh on “ Medical ethics; a doctor’s perspective”, at
the Undercroft at Our Lady of Lourdes, Harpenden, on Sunday15th September at 8.00pm.




