Understanding the Mass
Piano and Organ

Each week, we are explaining the different parts of the Mass - what is in the church, what
we use in the Mass, and why (and how) we celebrate Mass the way we do.

Today our topic is the Piano and Organ.

As you look around the church, you may see an organ or a piano - and in some churches,
you may see both!
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Several weeks ago, in our exploration of hymn books, we reflected that hymns (songs of
praise for God) are a wonderful way to unite our thoughts, our prayers and our voices
together. When these hymns are sung, they may be accompanied by an organ, a piano, or
other instruments that are not kept inside the church - guitars, recorders, accordions,
violins and other instruments that musicians will take home with them.

The organ and the piano stay inside the church because they are too heavy and too large
to move. Some organs and pianos are very old, and very valuable. Along with
accompanying hymns, they may also be used to play instrumental music - music that only
has instruments - which has been especially created to worship God. During the Mass,
instrumental music is most often played after we receive Holy Communion, to inspire our
silent prayer at this time.

1. Is there a piano or an organ in your church?

2. What is your favourite musical instrument?
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