
Understanding the Mass 
The Collect 

Each week, we are explaining the different parts of the Mass - what is in the church, what 
we use in the Mass, and why (and how) we celebrate Mass the way we do.  

Today our topic is the Collect.  1

The Collect is the last part of the Opening Rite of the Mass. Also known as the Opening 
Prayer, this the moment after the Gloria that starts when the priest says: “Let us pray”.  

After a few moments of silence - which give us a moment to consider what we want to pray 
for especially in the Mass - the priest will collect (gather) our intentions into one prayer. At 
the end of this prayer, we all respond “Amen,” a Hebrew word for “So be it.” 

The Collect is one of the prayers in the Mass 
that is proclaimed by the priest alone. These 
prayers are known as the presidential 
prayers.  

The word presidential come the same two 
Latin words: prae (“before”) and sedere (“to 
sit”). To preside over something is to lead it, 
and the priest leads the Mass because he is 
acting in the person of Christ.  

By a most ancient tradition of the Church, presidential prayers have a trinitarian structure. 
This means that they are addressed to God the Father, with and through God the Son, in 
the unity and power of the Holy Spirit. The Collect is addressed by the priest to God in the 
name of the entire Church and on behalf of the whole congregation. 

Find these words: opening, presiding, priest, God, Jesus, Spirit, rite, amen

Sources: Our Lady Help of Christians Altar Servers’ Handbook, Our Parish Church, Rev Jude Winkler (1993); Celebrating the Mass, 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales (2005)
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