
 
 

 
Thank you, thank you, thank you. Thanks to all who 
have helped with our Christmas celebrations: those 
who have moved furniture, arranged flowers, cleaned 
the Church; readers, extraordinary minsters of 
Communion; servers; sacristans and many more.  
Fr Philip and Jane would wish to extend a special 
thanks to you, the parishioners of Royston for your 
many kindnesses: for your prayers for us, for your 
good wishes, your cards and your gifts to us. May you 
all enjoy a very happy Christmas and a blessed new 
year. 
 
Last Week’s Offertory This amounted to £787.74  
Many thanks for all your generosity. We also receive 
approx £300 each week in bank standing orders from 
parishioners.   Text Giving If you wish to support the 
parish by giving £5 via your mobile ‘phone, just text 
PARISH ROYST to 70800. 
 

Changes in Mass Times. Please note that over the 
next few weeks weekday Mass times will be 
somewhat variable!  Please check the newsletter to  
know when the midweek masses will be. Normal 
services to be resumed from 7th January. 
 
Patronal Festival We shall celebrate the feast of our 
Parish patron, St Thomas of Canterbury, with a noon 
mass on Thursday 29th December. 
 
Parish Pastoral Council The next meeting of the PPC 
will be on Thursday 12th January at 7:30pm. Amongst 
items to be discussed will be our charitable giving as a 
parish and special collections in 2017. If there are any 
other matters that you would like the PPC to consider 
please let Lawrie Fernee  know by 5th January. 
 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Philip Knights                 Parish Secretary: Sharon O’ Toole 

6, Melbourn Road                      Parish Office is open: 

Royston     Tues 12:30-3:30pm 

Herts SG 8 7DB    Wed  11am -1pm 

                  Fri 10:30am -1:30pm 

philipknights@rcdow.org.uk                   royston@rcdow.org.uk  

01763 243117 

http://parish.rcdow.org.uk/royston/        facebook @roystoncatholic 

 

Mass this Sunday: The Nativity of The Lord (A)   December 25th   2016  
Isaiah 9:1-7    A prophecy speaks of a world in darkness and of the coming Prince of Peace. 
Titus 2:11-14   The salvation of the world is now our only ambition. 
Luke 2:1-14   Angels sing and shepherds delight in a child born for us. 

 
Mass this week  and next          Intention 
Saturday 24th                 5.00pm                         Intention of Eileen Tompkins 
              9.30pm                       For peace on earth 
Sunday 25th                     9.00am           For The Parishioners 

           10:30am         Nicholas Patrick Lane (RIP)  
Monday 26th                  10.00am         St Stephen       Intention of Sister Bridget   
Thursday 29th                12.00 noon    ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY    Intention of The Breedy Family 
 
Saturday 31st             6:30pm             Intention of Mary Huq 
Sunday 1st  Jan               9.00am        MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD    For the People of the Parish 
             10:30am         Tessa Piper (Anniv) 
Monday 2nd            9:15am          Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen    Intention of Margaret Murray 
 
Saturday 7th             6:30pm          For the people of our Parish 
Sunday 8th            9.00am       EPIPHANY OF THE LORD      Barbara Lynch RIP 
            10:30am          Mervin George Parker (Anniv) 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday 5:45pm or by appointment. (NB NOT Saturday 24th December!) 
The Sanctuary Lamp burns for Stephen Nolan & James Behan (anniv) 
 



Certificate of Catholic Practice If you need a 
Certificate of Catholic Practice as part of your  
application to a catholic primary school please see Fr 
Philip and arrange a time with him for a short 
interview in the new year. 
 
Charismatic Worship Group  There will be an informal 
gathering in the side chapel at 3pm on Saturday 7th 
January for anyone interested in joining a new 
Worship Group. We are particularly keen to find 
musicians. All will be warmly welcomed, suitable for 
all ages. email  sarah.a.christiansen@googlemail.com 
for more info. 
 

RCIA  The next step for Adults wishing to explore 
Catholicism , for those thinking about becoming 
Catholics at Easter  and their sponsors will be on 
Wednesday January 11th at 10am in the presbytery.  
 
Message From Fr Seamus   Please see a thank you 
card from Fr Seamus at the back of Church. 
However, we have heard since receiving this message,  
that he has now been admitted back into hospital. 
Please remember him in your prayers. 
 
Parish Diaries 2017  Copies of next year’s parish diary 
are now available. Please do take one home. 
 
Cleaning Rota  Monday – Maria  Friday – Mary & Pat

 
A Christmas Sermon  St. Gregory of Nazianzus (AD 380) feast 2nd January 

Christ is born, glorify Him. Christ from heaven, go out to meet Him. 
Christ on earth, be exalted. Sing to the Lord all the whole earth; and that 
I may join both in one word, let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be 
glad, for Him who is of heaven and then of earth. Christ in the flesh, 
rejoice with trembling and with joy; with trembling because of your 
sins, with joy because of your hope. 

Again, the darkness is past; again Light is made; again Egypt is punished 
with darkness; again Israel is enlightened by a pillar. The people who sat 
in the darkness of ignorance, let them see the great Light full of 
knowledge. Old things have passed away, behold all things have become 
new. The letter gives way, the Spirit comes to the front. The shadows 
flee away, the truth comes in on them. Melchizedek is concluded. He 
who was without Mother becomes without Father (without mother of 
His former state, without father of His second). The laws of nature are 
upset; the world above must be filled. Christ commands it, let us not set 
ourselves against Him. O clap your hands together all you people, 
because unto us a Child is born, and a Son given unto us, whose 

government is upon His shoulder (for with the cross it is raised up), and His name is called The Angel of 
the Great Counsel of the Father. Let John cry, prepare the way of the Lord; I too will cry the power of this 
Day. He who is not carnal is Incarnate; the Son of God becomes the Son of Man, Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and today, and forever. Let the Jews be offended, let the Greeks deride; let heretics talk until 
their tongues ache. Then shall they believe, when they see Him ascending into heaven; and if not then, yet 
when they see Him coming out of heaven and sitting as Judge. 

This is our present Festival; it is this which we are celebrating today, the Coming of God to Man, that we 
might go forth, or rather (for this is the more proper expression) that we might go back to God - that 
putting off of the old man, we might put on the new; and that as we died in Adam, so we might live in 
Christ, being born with Christ and crucified with Him and buried with Him and rising with Him. For I must 
undergo the beautiful conversion, and as the painful succeeded the more blissful, so must the more blissful 
come out of the painful. For where sin abounded grace did much more abound; and if a taste condemned 
us, how much more does the passion of Christ justify us? Therefore let us keep the Feast, not after the 
manner of a heathen festival, but after a godly sort; not after the way of the world, but in a fashion above 
the world; not as our own, but as belonging to Him who is ours, or rather as our master's; not as of 
weakness, but as of healing; not as of creation, but of re-creation. 
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