
Last Week’s Offertory   This amounted to £957.42 
Many  thanks for all your generosity. We also receive 
approx £300 each week in bank standing orders from 
parishioners.  
 
Text Giving    If you wish to support the parish by 
giving £5 via your mobile ‘phone, just text PARISH 
ROYST to 70800. 

Crib Collection The collection taken before the Crib 
will go to the Catholic Children’s Society 
(Westminster). For more information about their 
work, please visit http://www.cathchild.org.uk   

Thank you very much Thank you to everybody who 
helped prepare for and celebrate Christmas: amongst 
the many who helped, thanks to those who prepared 
the giving tree; thanks to the children and staff of St 
Mary’s school for preparing the crib and the Christmas 
Tree; thank you to our cleaners; our flower arrangers; 
our musicians; our servers; our welcomers; our 
readers; our Eucharistic Ministers; and our Sacristans. 
Fr Philip and Jane thank everyone who gave us kind 
wishes, cards or gifts for Christmas. Your friendship. 
generosity and support is very much appreciated  

Please note some (temporary) alterations to our 
schedule. There will be a few changes to the usual 
patterns of Weekday Masses over the next week or so 
before things return to normal (whatever that is):  
· The Solemnity of Mary Mother of God. There will be 
Mass at 12 noon on Monday January 1st  
· Jan 2nd-5th There will be no Mass celebrated in the 
parish from Tuesday to Friday next week  
· Epiphany Although the Bishops’ Conference have 
now returned most Holy Days of Obligation to their 
original dates, because the 6th January falls on a 
Saturday this year, the feast is transferred to Sunday 
7th January.  
· The Baptism of the Lord Because Christmas fell on a 
Monday this year, the Christmas Season will conclude 
with the feast of the Baptism of the Lord on Monday 
8th January. There will be Mass for the feast at 
9:15am on Monday 8th January. Sunday 14th January 
will be the 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time.  
· The Funeral of Margaret Murray RIP will be held on 
Wednesday 10th January at 11am. This will be the 
only Mass that Wednesday.  
· The Funeral of John Wright RIP will be held at 12 
noon on Friday 12th January. There will also be a 
9:15am Mass that day.  
Review of intercessions and visiting. As we come to 
the end of the year, this is a good opportunity to 
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Mass this Sunday:  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (B)  31st   December  2017 
Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3  Abraham’s faith meant nothing without Sarah. Faith is personal but not solitary. 
Hebrews 11:8. 11-12. 17-19  Faith bears fruit by merging with the faith of other believers.  
Luke 2:22-40  Love is never without sorrow in this world. Mary rejoiced in the love of her child; but she would also 
know sorrow.  

 
Mass this week           Intention 
Saturday 30th    6:30pm              For Our Parishioners 
Sunday 31st            9:00am           Luisa Sartini Baldwin & 
       Umberto Sartini (RIP) 

              10:30am      Margaret Murray (RIP) 
Monday 1st    12 Noon Mary, Holy Mother of God  Margaret Murray (RIP) 
                       
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday 5:45pm or by  appointment. 
The Sanctuary Lamp burns for the intentions of the McAuliffe & O’Loughlin Families 
 



check that we are praying for those who are in need 
of our prayers and visiting those who need visiting. 
Please contact the Parish Office or Fr Philip if the 
people currently on our weekly pray list are still in 
need of our prayers or if there is anyone who should 
be added to the list or if there are any housebound 
Catholics who would appreciate being visited or 
receiving communion at home. 
 
Welcomers Thank you to those who have put there 
names down to be welcomers, we could still do with 
some more volunteers, especially on Saturday 
evening. 
 
Counters Thank you to those who have already 
expressed an interest. We do still need more 
volunteers to help with the count of our weekly 
collection on a Monday morning. If you are available 
and interested, please see Fr Philip. 
 
The House of Prayer meetings will resume in the new  
Year 
 
Certificate of Catholic Practice Most schools, 
including St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, give a 
preference to practising Catholics, i.e. those who are 
regularly at Mass each week. The Certificate of 
Catholic Practice is an objective measure of this. If you 
do attend mass regularly and are eligible for this 
Certificate please see Fr Philip after any Sunday Mass 
to arrange an appointment. The deadline for 
applications to Nursery or Reception Class is 15th 

January 2017. Fr Philip has blocked out time in his 

dairy to be available, but please note that he will not 
be available between the 1st and 5th January. 
 
SVP Vinnie Packs   The SVP are distributing 12,000  
Vinnie Packs containing cold weather essentials to the 
homeless and those spending the principal part of 
their day on the streets. Each pack contains thermal 
gloves, two pairs of socks, gloves, toothbrush, 
toothpaste,  information card and pen. Please could 
you consider sponsoring packs at a suggested 
donation of £3.50 per pack. Donations can be sent to 
Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P 9EZ with 
cheques made out to SVP.  
 
Westminster Year Book 2018 (containing the 2018 
Liturgical Calendar) Copies are now available at the 
back of the church priced at £4.50. 
 
Parish Diaries 2018 Copies of next year’s parish diary 
are now available at the back of church. Please feel 
free to take one home. 

Current vacancy at St. Margaret Clitherow School – 
spread the word!   The Governing Body of this 
outstanding school are looking for a Deputy 
Headteacher to join our wonderful school with effect 
from the summer term 2018. Please contact Maria 
Streeter in the school office (01438 352863) or 
visit teachinherts.com for further information 
regarding this position.  
Closing date is 19th February 2018 
 

Cleaning Rota Monday – Pat        Friday - Janine 

From an address given at Nazareth by Blessed Pope Paul VI  
The home of Nazareth is the school where we begin to understand the life of Jesus – the school of the 
Gospel.  … 
First, then, a lesson of silence. May esteem for silence, that admirable and indispensable condition of 
mind, revive in us, besieged as we are by so many uplifted voices, the general noise and uproar, in 
our seething and over-sensitized modern life. 
  May the silence of Nazareth teach us recollection, inwardness, the disposition to listen to good 
inspirations and the teachings of true masters. May it teach us the need for and the value of 
preparation, of study, of meditation, of personal inner life, of the prayer which God alone sees in 
secret. 
  Next, there is a lesson on family life. May Nazareth teach us what family life is, its communion of 
love, its austere and simple beauty, and its sacred and inviolable character. Let us learn from 
Nazareth that the formation received at home is gentle and irreplaceable. Let us learn the prime 
importance of the role of the family in the social order. 
  Finally, there is a lesson of work. Nazareth, home of the ‘Carpenter’s Son’, in you I would choose to 
understand and proclaim the severe and redeeming law of human work; here I would restore the 
awareness of the nobility of work; and reaffirm that work cannot be an end in itself, but that its 
freedom and its excellence derive, over and above its economic worth, from the value of those for 
whose sake it is undertaken. And here at Nazareth, to conclude, I want to greet all the workers of the 
world, holding up to them their great pattern, their brother who is God. He is the prophet of all their 
just causes, Christ our Lord. 
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