
 
 

 
Last Week’s Offertory This amounted to £734.12  
Many thanks for all your generosity. We also receive 
approx £300 each week in bank standing orders from 
parishioners. 
 
Text Giving If you wish to support the parish by giving 
£5 via your mobile ‘phone, just text PARISH ROYST to 
70800. 
 
CWL Meeting   The next meeting takes place on 
Monday 13th February at 7.15 pm.  Jane, Father 
Philip's wife, will be our speaker this month.  She is 
coming to talk to us about her life as the wife of a 
Catholic priest.  This meeting may be of interest to 
parishioners and we would like to invite anyone who 
is interested in attending.  The business meeting will 
commence at 7.15 pm in the Sacristy and Jane will be 
speaking at approximately 8.00 pm.  
 
The House of Prayer meets on Thursday mornings, 10 
till 12, at 52 Cherry Drive. New members most 
welcome. 
 

Confirmation The next session for our Confirmation 
candidates will be held this Sunday evening, 5th 
February, in the Parish Hall, 6pm-7.30pm 
 
RCIA  The next session for adults considering 
Catholicism will be at 10am Wednesday 8th February. 
We will be discussing Mary Mother of God, Mother of 
the Church.   
 
SVP  This weekend we welcome Robert Chronnell, the 
North Herts District President of the SVP. This is to 
learn more of the work of the SVP and to discern how 
we may re-establish the SVP in our parish. There will 
be a follow up meeting in the Hall on February 8th at 
7:30pm. 
 
Palms   Lent will be on us soon and the custom is to 
make ash for Ash Wednesday from palms or palm 
crosses blessed the previous Holy Week. If you have 
palms or palm crosses you are willing to let be burnt, 
please give them to Fr Philip by next weekend.  
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Mass this Sunday:  5th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 5th February 2017 
Isaiah 58:7-10   Kindness towards others brings light to a darkened world.  
1 Corinthians 2:1-5   Paul relies on the power of God rather than any show of oratory or philosophy in order to 
convey his knowledge of the crucified Christ. 
Matthew 5:13-16  The disciples of Jesus are to be salt and light to the earth, so that their good works may bring 
praise to our heavenly Father. 
Mass this week           Intention 
Saturday 4th              6:30pm          Intention of Bellaviti Family (Departed) 
Sunday 5th              9.00am                      For Our Parishioners             
             10:30am             John Clohessy (RIP)  
Tuesday 7th                   10.00am    Funeral Mass       Elsie Peters RIP 
              7.30pm    Weekday         Intention of Sr Bridget  
Wednesday 8th               9.15am    Weekday        Intention of Steve and Jo Smith 
Thursday 9th                    9.15am    Votive of St Jospehine Bakhita      John Clohessy (RIP) 

  (Yr 5 in Church)         
Friday 10th               9.15am     St Scholastica              Vocations to Religious Life    
     
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday 5:45pm or by  appointment. 
The Sanctuary Lamp burns for the Intention of Bill Welsh 
 



Don't Feed Exploitation  Thank you for the 74 
Fairtrade purchases as recorded by the number of 
tokens placed in our jar at the back of church through 
advent and Christmastide. Fairtrade means farmers 
get a better deal for what they grow. This leads to a 
better and more stable income, and can help them 
break the cycle of poverty they are trapped in.  Just 
think the average cocoa farmer in Côte d’Ivoire lives 
on around 38p a day and Tea pickers in Malawi earn 
less than £1.46 a day,  not enough to provide decent 
food, education or healthcare for their families. Don't 
feed exploitation choose Fairtrade.  
 
The Holy Father’s intentions for February are: 
Pope’s Prayer Intention:   
Comfort for the Afflicted : That all those who are 
afflicted, especially the poor, refugees, and 
marginalized, may find welcome and comfort in our 
communities.  
Pope Francis’ Urgent Intention for February had not 
yet been posted at the time of printing the 
newsletter.  It will be published at: 
http://www.apostleshipofprayer.org/ 
If it is requested by Sunday we will announce at Mass. 

Cardinal Mass Of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of 
Matrimony, Westminster Cathedral, Saturday 3rd 
June The Cardinal will be inviting to this Mass all 
couples in the Diocese who are celebrating their 10th, 
25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) 
wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2017. If 
you are celebrating an anniversary, please give the 
parish office the following details; husband and wife’s 
names, wedding date, full postal address and email 
(or telephone number if no email) 
 
Beginning Experience  There is a healing weekend for 
men and women who find themselves single again 
following divorce, separation or the death of a partner 
from 17th to 19th March 2017 at the Emmaus Centre, 
West Wickham, Kent. 
For details please contact Freda 01322-838415 Sandra 
01293-783965 or John 01992-642443 email 
johnabrotherton@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
Cleaning Rota  Monday – Julie  Friday – Theresa & Jo 
 
 
 

 
The  Year of Mercy brought many blessings: mercy will always 
be an essential component of our Christian attitude and life. 
Once again we have become more familiar with the Corporal 
Works of Mercy, we have seen them listed and displayed in 
our parishes and in the cathedral. Among them is one that we 
are particularly good at: to visit the sick. 
 
Using the momentum created by the Year of Mercy and to 
reassure the sick of their importance to the Christian 
community, our diocese will have the in the first half of this 
year a short season entitled, ‘Called to Serve the Sick’. In this 
time we hope to heighten awareness of what we are already 
doing and what we have to offer, and widen it to all to who 

are suffering. 
During this season three events will help us in our mission to serve the sick, two in the cathedral the other in 
parishes. The first is the Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes which has been a feature of our diocesan life for many years. It 
is on Saturday 11 February at 2pm. 
One of the great sorrows borne is by parents who have lost a child. On Saturday 11 March at 2.30pm in the cathedral 
we will celebrate Mass for Bereaved Parents. Those who attend will have the opportunity to write the name of the 
child who has died, and these names will be collected and brought to the sanctuary. It is hoped that in this way 
parents will be comforted and experience the support of the Church. 
Some who suffer from a long-term illness or are terminally ill, and others suffering with dementia, are cared for in 
different ways in their own home, often by children or spouses or close friends. We wish to acknowledge them 
particularly. On the weekend of 8/9 July, the Fourteenth Sunday of the Year, in the Gospel of the day Jesus presents 
himself as the one who supports us with the appeal of ‘Come to me all you who labour and overburdened and I will 
give you rest’. It is suggested that these non–professional carers who provide assistance to friends and neighbours 
can be invited to receive a blessing at the parish Masses of the day.  
 
See    http://rcdow.org.uk/news/called-to-serve-the-sick-/ 
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