
 
 

 
Last Week’s Offertory This amounted to £676.83  
Many thanks for all your generosity. We also receive 
approx £300 each week in bank standing orders from 
parishioners. 
 
First Holy Communion  Parents of First Holy 
Communion Candidates will meet in the Hall at 8pm 
this Wednesday (25th). The Children’s workshop will 
be from 2pm-3:30pm on Saturday 28th and the 
10:30am Mass next Sunday (29th) will be our Link 
Mass. 
 
Confirmation The next session for our Confirmation 
candidates will be at 6pm this Sunday (22nd) in the 
Sacristy. 
 
RCIA/Adults exploring Catholicism  Our next session 
will be at 10am on Wednesday 25th in the Presbytery. 
This is for those considering becoming Catholic, their 
sponsors and anyone interested. 

Text Giving If you wish to support the parish by giving 
£5 via your mobile ‘phone, just text PARISH ROYST to 
70800. 
 
Finance Committee  The next meeting of our finance 
committee will be at 7:30pm in the Presbytery on 
Thursday 26th. Some people did express an interest in 
the work of this committee , please do come along 
and discover more of its work. 
 
 CWL Coffee Morning  The CWL will be serving 
refreshments in the Parish Hall after the Sunday 
morning Masses next  weekend.  There will be a Bric-
a-Brac Stall and the Repository will be open as usual. 
 Please come and support us. 
 
The House of Prayer meets on Thursday mornings, 10 
till 12, at 52 Cherry Drive. New members most 
welcome. 

Parish Priest: Fr Philip Knights                 Parish Secretary: Sharon O’ Toole 

6, Melbourn Road                      Parish Office is open: 

Royston     Tues 12:30-3:30pm 

Herts SG 8 7DB    Wed  11am -1pm 

                  Fri 10:30am -1:30pm 

philipknights@rcdow.org.uk                   royston@rcdow.org.uk  

01763 243117 

http://parish.rcdow.org.uk/royston/        facebook @roystoncatholic 

 

Mass this Sunday:  3rd  Sunday  in Ordinary Time (A) 22nd  January 2017 
Isaiah 8:23 – 9:3  The prophet foresees the great day of liberation when the Lord will visit his people. 
1 Corinthians 1:10-13. 17  Paul reminds the Corinthians that the person of Christ and his sacrificial death and 
resurrection are the basis of their unity. 
Matthew 4:12-23  Jesus proclaims that the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled in his own person, and he begins to 
gather the apostles about him. 

 
Mass this week           Intention 
Saturday 21st             6:30pm          Intention of Patrick Griffin 
Sunday 22nd             9.00am         For Our Parishioners 
            10:30am          Maureen Caplice (RIP) 
    4pm Evening Prayer for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 
Tuesday 24th              7.30pm    St Francis De Sales      Eamon Behan (RIP) 
Wednesday 25th            9.15am  THE CONVERSION OF ST PAUL     Padraig Thornhill (RIP) 
Thursday 26th                 9.15am    Sts Timothy and Titus       Canon Charles Acton RIP 
Friday 27th               9.15am     Weekday                Fr John MacDonald RIP 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday 5:45pm or by  appointment. 
The Sanctuary Lamp burns for a Private Intention (MS) 
 



 Don't Feed Exploitation  Thank you for the 74 
Fairtrade purchases as recorded by the number of 
tokens placed in our jar at the back of church through 
advent and Christmastide. Fairtrade means farmers 
get a better deal for what they grow. This leads to a 
better and more stable income, and can help them 
break the cycle of poverty they are trapped in.  Just 
think the average cocoa farmer in Côte d’Ivoire lives 
on around 38p a day and Tea pickers in Malawi earn 
less than £1.46 a day,  not enough to provide decent 
food, education or healthcare for their families. Don't 
feed exploitation choose Fairtrade.  

 
SVP  On the weekend of the 5th  February we will 
welcome Robert Chronnell, the North Herts District 
President of the SVP. This is to learn more of the work 
of the SVP and to discern how we may re-establish the 
SVP in our parish. There will be a follow up meeting in 
the Hall on February 8th at 7:30pm. 
 
Cardinal Mass Of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of 
Matrimony, Westminster Cathedral, Saturday 3rd 
June The Cardinal will be inviting to this Mass all 
couples in the Diocese who are celebrating their 10th, 
25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) 
wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2017. If 
you are celebrating an anniversary, please give the 
parish office the following details; husband and wife’s 
names, wedding date, full postal address and email 
(or telephone number if no email) 
 
“Caritas Westminster in partnership with Capital 
Mass are holding two events relating to the refugee 
crisis: 
Refugees: Next Steps– Wednesday 1st Feb, 7-9pm, 

Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, London, SW1P 

1QN – A chance to hear more about the community 

sponsorship programme, and an update about the 

current situation in Syria. 

After the Jungle, where next? – Wednesday 8th Feb, 

7-9pm, Christ Church Spitalfields, Commercial St, 

London E1 6LY – Hear from Br Johannes Maertens 

about what’s now happening in Calais, and see two 

films made by refugees living in the camp. 

Please RSVP to caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk if 

you’d like to attend, or search for the events on 

Eventbrit 

 

The Holy Father’s intentions for January are: 
Pope’s Prayer Intention:   Christian Unity: That all 
Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching by 
striving with prayer and fraternal charity to restore 
ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the 
challenges facing humanity. 
  
Urgent Intention:   Homeless People Affected by the 
Cold: That in these days of such great cold that we 
think of all the people living on the streets, affected 
by the cold and by the indifference of others. We pray 
for them and ask the Lord to warm the hearts of 
others to help them. 
 
Holocaust Memorial Assembly   St Mary’s invite you 
to attend their assembly on Friday 27th January at 
2.30pm in the school hall.  Please note this is not 
suitable for preschool children. 
 
Beginning Experience  There is a healing weekend for 
men and women who find themselves single again 
following divorce, separation or the death of a partner 
from 17th to 19th March 2017 at the Emmaus Centre, 
West Wickham, Kent. 
For details please contact Freda 01322-838415 Sandra 
01293-783965 or John 01992-642443 email 
johnabrotherton@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Cleaning Rota  Monday – Tessie  Friday – Helen 

 
  The Conversion of St Paul 

We keep this week the feast of the Conversion of St Paul. St Paul remains a profoundly 
influential figure in the history and life of the Church and has been frequently a focus of 
controversy. Three things are always worth holding in mind with St Paul: 

 The dynamic of conversion and the newness of transformed life: St Paul embraced 
Christ and flourished as a Christian without destroying his Jewishness, indeed one 
of his major themes in Romans and elsewhere  is the ongoing but new relationship 
between God’s first Covenant and the new Covenant in Christ. 

 Mission and Evangelisation: St Paul was the great missionary, encountering new 
cultures and engaging with ideas in order to communicate the new life of Christ to 
those around him. 

  Theological reflection and spirituality: St Paul leads the way in the New Testament 
in thinking about the meaning of Christ, praying through that and putting into 
practice in life 
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