
Last Week’s Offertory   This amounted to £516.69 
Many  thanks for all your generosity. We also receive 
approx £300 each week in bank standing orders from 
parishioners.  
 
Text Giving    If you wish to support the parish by 
giving £5 via your mobile ‘phone, just text PARISH 
ROYST to 70800. 

Crib Collection The collection taken before the Crib 
will go to the Catholic Children’s Society 
(Westminster). For more information about their 
work, please visit http://www.cathchild.org.uk   

How long is Christmas celebrated?  This seems a 
simple question but there are several reasonable 
answers. Clearly there was the intense celebration of 
Christmas for the Christmas Octave, when, at least in 
the Breviary, in a sense every day was celebrated as 
Christmas Day. Then again, there is the long-standing 
tradition of the twelve days of Christmas, with the 
decorations coming down and the season concluding 
with the feast of the Epiphany. Some would suggest 
that Christmas tide should last 40 days and Christmas 
Cribs should stay up until the Feast of the 

Presentation, Candlemas, February 2nd. In our 
Liturgical Calendar the last day of Christmas is the 
Baptism of the Lord (8th January this year, 13th January 
next year). Whatever, our challenge is to rejoice in the 
promises of Christmas and to live out the love we 
have received everyday of the year. 
 
Change in this weeks Mass schedule.  
· The Funeral of Margaret Murray RIP will be held on 
Wednesday 10th January at 11am. This will be the 
only Mass on  Wednesday.  
 
Welcomers Thank you to those who have put there 
names down to be welcomers, we could still do with 
some more volunteers, especially on Saturday 
evening. 
 
Counters Thank you to those who have already 
expressed an interest. We do still need more 
volunteers to help with the count of our weekly 
collection on a Monday morning. If you are available 
and interested, please see Fr Philip. 
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Mass this Sunday:  The Epiphany of The Lord (B)  7th January 2018 
Isaiah 60:1-6  Isaiah exults over the light and glory through which the nations will come to the Lord. 
Ephesians 3:2-3. 5-6  Pagan and Gentile nations are now being given their place in the Church. 
Matthew 2:1-12   The wise men are led by God’s grace through the light of a star to worship the Lord and give him 
their gifts. 
 
Mass this week           Intention 
Saturday 6th    6:30pm              For Our Parishioners 
Sunday 7th          9:00am           Luisa Sartini Baldwin (RIP) 

              10:30am      Tessa Piper (anniversary) 
Monday 8th   9:15am Baptism of The Lord   Eamon Behan (anniversary) 
Tuesday 9th   7:30pm Weekday   Margaret Murray (RIP) 
Wednesday 10th   11:00am Funeral    Margaret Murray (RIP) 
Thursday 11th   9:15am Weekday   Thanksgiving to Parish for Prayer &  
       Support (MB) 
Friday 12th   9:15am Weekday   Doug Kelly (RIP) 
 12 Noon Funeral    John White (RIP) 
                       
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday 5:45pm or by  appointment. 
The Sanctuary Lamp burns for the intention of Robbie Killian 
 



The House of Prayer will resume on Thursday 
morning, 10 till 12, at 52 Cherry Drive. New members 
most welcome.  
 
Certificate of Catholic Practice Most schools, 
including St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, give a 
preference to practising Catholics, i.e. those who are 
regularly at Mass each week. The Certificate of 
Catholic Practice is an objective measure of this. If you 
do attend mass regularly and are eligible for this 
Certificate please see Fr Philip after any Sunday Mass 
to arrange an appointment. The deadline for 
applications to Nursery or Reception Class is 15th  
January 2017.  
 
CWL Meeting  Next meeting takes place on Monday 
8th January at 7.30 pm in the Parish Hall.   All 
welcome. 
 
Parish Diaries 2018 Copies of next year’s parish diary 
are now available at the back of church. Please feel 
free to take one home. 
 
Christian Unity Between 18th and 25th January each 
year we keep the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
In Hertfordshire we have a quite outstanding and 
powerful witness to our Church’s commitment 
towards Unity.  Every week at 12.00noon Catholic 
Mass is celebrated in St. Albans Abbey in St. Albans.  
There is no other Anglican cathedral in the country 
where such a thing happens every week.  The Mass is 
very well attended by Catholics from various parishes 
and is an uplifting experience.   Why not come along?   
You will be very welcome and it will mark the Week of 
Prayer in a significant way. 

New year’s resolution: Make a difference with 
CAFOD   Make 2018 the year you meet new friends, 
inspire others to act for social justice, and use your 
skills to help our sisters and brothers working to 
overcome poverty around the globe. Are you a 
people-person who would relish involving and 
encouraging others in your local area? Or maybe you 
are a good communicator who would enjoy speaking 
in churches or presenting assemblies and workshops 
in schools?   
Please get in touch with us on 
westminster@cafod.org.uk  or 020 8449-6970 to find 
out more and book a place on one of our CAFOD 
information sessions: on Sat 20 January from 10am to 
12.30 at St Mary Moorfield’s Parish near Liverpool 
Street EC2. 

Thanks for your support 

Current vacancy at St. Margaret Clitherow School – 
spread the word!   The Governing Body of this 
outstanding school are looking for a Deputy 
Headteacher to join our wonderful school with effect 
from the summer term 2018. Please contact Maria 
Streeter in the school office (01438 352863) or 
visit teachinherts.com for further information 
regarding this position.  
Closing date is 19th February 2018 
 
 
Cleaning Rota Monday – Jo      Friday – Monica &                                     
                                                                       Annalaise 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Christus mansionem benedictat, “May Christ bless the house.” 

 

We will bless chalks on the feast of the Epiphany, which you may take with you to bless your houses for 

the new year of grace that is opening up before us. 

Using the blessed chalk mark the lintel of your front door (or front porch step) as follows: 

20 + C + M + B + 18 while saying: 

The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar followed the star of God’s Son who became human 

two thousand and fifteen years ago. May Christ bless our home and remain with us throughout the new 

year. Amen. 

Then offer the following prayer: Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your presence. Bless 

all who live or visit here with the gift of your love; and grant that we may manifest your love to each other 

and to all whose lives we touch. May we grow in grace and in the knowledge and love of you; guide, 

comfort, and strengthen us in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen 
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