
Last Week’s Offertory   This amounted to £606.67 
Many  thanks for all your generosity. We also receive 
approx £300 each week in bank standing orders from 
parishioners.  Text Giving    If you wish to support the 
parish by giving £5 via your mobile ‘phone, just text 
PARISH ROYST to 70800. 
 
Please note that there will be a mission appeal for 
Missionary Sisters this weekend and a retiring 
collection. Please put any CAFOD envelopes into the 
Collection at the Offertory. 
 
Please note that on St David’s Day (Thursday March 
1st)  Mass is at 8am. 
 
Children’s Liturgy Meeting  The Children’s Liturgy 
Team will be meeting on Sunday evening at 8pm at 31 
Baldock Road.  New members are always welcome to 
serve in any capacity in the children’s liturgy at the 
10:30am Sunday Mass.  If you’re interested in joining 
us or even just curious, please come along or let Hans 
Pung or Andrew Reeve know of your interest.  Thanks! 
 
First Reconciliation: CHANGE OF DATE Please note 
that this is now on Saturday  3rd March at 11:30am. 
Will children and their families please be in Church in 
good time for this. 
 

Penitential Service Friday 9th March from 7:30pm we 
will have an evening of adoration with the 
opportunity for Sacramental Reconciliation.  
 
CWL Coffee Morning   The CWL will be serving 
refreshments in the Parish Hall after the Sunday 
morning Masses this weekend.  There will be a cake 
stall and  tombola, and tickets will be on sale for our 
Easter Hamper raffle.  The Repository will be open as 
usual.    Please come and support us. 
 
Lent Lunches  We and our partners in Churches 
Together in Royston & District will be running  Lent 
Lunches for the next four Wednesdays in our Parish 
Hall, from 12 noon to 1.45pm. All proceeds go to 
support the work of Christian Aid & CAFOD.    
 
Faith Sharing Groups/Booklets 15 copies of the 
diocesan resource on the Holy Eucharist have been 
ordered. They cost £3 each and will be at the back of 
Church when we receive them. 

The House of Prayer  meets on Thursday morning, 10 
till 12, at 52 Cherry Drive. New members most 
welcome.  

A Call to Young Adults – Our bishops are inviting 
Catholic young adults, aged 18 to 30, to meet with 
them to discuss the theme of the next Synod of 
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Mass this Sunday:  Second Sunday of Lent (B)  25th  February 2018 
Genesis 22:1-2. 9-13. 15-18  Abraham’s faith is tested. God showers blessings on him.  
Romans 8:31-34  God our Father has given us all that is most precious by sending his Son. We stand acquitted – God 
is on our side.   
l Mark 9:2-10   At the transfiguration, the identity of Jesus is revealed. But the meaning of his identity is something 
the disciples still struggle to grasp.  
Mass this week           Intention 
Saturday 24th   6:30pm              Sister Bridget (Intention) 
Sunday 25th         9:00am           Mary Daly (anniversary) 
           10:30am      For Our Parishioners 
Tuesday 27th     7:30pm Lent Weekday   Elizabeth Blades (RIP) 
Wednesday 28th   9:15am Lent Weekday   Fr John Taylor RIP 
Thursday 1st   8:00am St David   The Church and People of Wales 
Friday 2nd   9:15am Lent Weekday   Care for Creation 
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday 5:45pm or by  appointment. 
The Sanctuary Lamp burns for in memory of Martin Anderson (anniversary) 
 



Bishops - 'Young People, the Faith and Vocational 
Discernment'. They would like to hear about how you 
see your place in the world, how faith impacts your 
life and how the Church can best accompany you as 
you work out God's plan for your life. The Cardinal is 
hosting two meetings at Archbishop's House in 
Victoria and the auxiliary bishops are hosting 
meetings across the diocese. You are invited to attend 
one of these meetings to make your voice heard. 
Please register at http://dowym.com/events/ where 
you can find details of all events.  

Holy Fathers Intentions February : Say ‘No’ to 
Corruption.  That those who have material, political or 
spiritual power may resist any lure of corruption. And 
for  March:  Evangelisation:  Formation in Spiritual 
Discernment.  That the Church may appreciate the 
urgency of formation in spiritual discernment, both on 
the personal and communitarian levels.  
 
Women’s World Day Of Prayer  will take place this 
Friday, 2nd March, at 2.15 pm at  Saint John the 
Baptist Parish Church, Melbourn Street, Royston.   The 
service has been prepared by the Christian women of 
Suriname and the theme is "All God's Creation is  Very 
Good”.  All are welcome - men, women and young 
people - and refreshments will be served after the 
Service. 
 
Cardinal’s Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of 
Matrimony, Westminster Cathedral, Saturday 19th 
may 2018 at 3pm  The Cardinal will be inviting to this 
Mass all couples in the Diocese who are celebrating 
their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th  

anniversaries (and every year over 60) in 2018.  If you 
are celebrating an anniversary, please contact the 
Parish Office. 
 
Day of Prayer for Victims and Survivors of Abuse As 
requested by the Holy Father, Friday of the Fifth Week 

of Lent, 23rd March, has been designated by the 
Bishops’ Conference as a Day of Prayer for Victims and 
Survivors of Abuse. Resources are available at 
http://www.protectionofminors.va/content/tuteladei
minori/en.html    
 
Lourdes Pilgrimage 2018: Volunteer Recruitment   
The Diocesan Pilgrimage office is looking to recruit 
volunteers for medical/practical support of sick 
pilgrims for the 30th annual Lourdes pilgrimage this 
summer from 21st to 27th July 2018. Interested 
applicants are asked to contact the office on 0207 798 
9173 or email lourdes@rcdow.org.uk, 
westminsterstfrai@gmail.com    
 
SPEC Volunteers  SPEC are now recruiting volunteers 
who are 18 years of age or older for the academic 
year commencing September 2018. SPEC are looking 
for young people enthusiastic about their faith and 
willing to share it with others, to spend a year living in 
community with other people their age; in return they 
receive formation in the faith, training in youth work, 
experience living in community. For information, 
email spec@rcdow.org.uk or call 0203 757 2503.   
 
Beginning Experience  There is a healing weekend for 
men and women who find themselves single again 
following separation, divorce or the death of a partner 
‘ 20th to 22nd April 2018 at the Domus Mariae Centre, 
Chigwell, Essex. For more details please telephone 
Freda 01322-838415 or Sandra 01293-783965 or 
email johnabrotherton@hotmail.co.uk 
 
World Youth Day 2019 The next World Youth Day 
takes place in Panama, January 2019. The diocesan 
Youth Ministry team will be taking a group of young 
adults to Panama, from ages 18-35 from 20-30 
January 2019. Any young people are invited to contact 
youth@rcdow.org.uk. Financial support options are 
available.  
 

The pattern of God’s dealing with his people has been that of Covenant: a mutual relationship in which there is 

both a divine and human component. God offers his blessings and people respond to the divine love and mercy. 

The Sunday readings of Year B present the salvation history of these covenants culminating in the New Covenant 

in Christ Jesus. The Covenant with Abraham seen in our first reading ‘gathers scattered humanity’ into the 

promises of God. (See The Catechism of the Catholic Church 59-61.)  

 

Ancient Christian interpreters see in the incident of the demand to sacrifice Isaac a ‘type’ of the sacrifice of Christ. 

Prefigured here is the pattern of the divine Father willing to offer up his beloved only Son in order to heal the 

wounds of humanity.   

 

In our day it has become common to speak of the Abrahamic religions. Judaism, Christianity and Islam all honour 

Abraham and all claim to be included in the promises of God to Abraham. Given the tensions and hostility in our 

world, and perhaps most obviously in the Middle East, it is good to realise that Jews and Muslims are ‘family’ to 

us, connected to us through Abraham. May our historic divisions yet find reconciliation within the promises of our 

one Father God.  
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Cleaning Rota Monday – Pat   Friday – Janine 


