
Keeping Covid Secure  
Last weekend two of our Masses were booked to 
capacity. It is lovely to have a compact Church but at 
the moment it does mean that the risk assessment 
necessary for us to be permitted to function places a 
maximum of 50 people in the body of the Church. Do 
please book in online to check availability. If you have 
difficulty booking in online then either ask a friend to 
help or contact Fr Philip and he will book you in 
manually if there are spaces. 
Please let’s look after each other’s safety and 
wellbeing: 
• use the hand sanitiser provided, on entering the 
church.   
•wear a face covering, over nose and mouth, all the 
time whilst in Church 
•Follow the one way system for entering and leaving 
the Church 

• We continue to operate a 'track and trace' system, 
so if you wish to attend a weekend Mass, ensure you 
book in beforehand at 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/royston/events/  
NB Volunteers will also need to book in through this 
system. 
• Do not come to church if you are feeling unwell. 
 
Private Prayer The Church will be open for private 
prayer during Exposition from 5:30pm on a Saturday. 
 
The Parish Office is open.  However, please do not 
visit in person. Should you wish to contact the parish 
office, it must be done by telephone or email only. If 
you have items for inclusion in the newsletter please 
make sure that they are in by Tuesday night. 
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Mass this Sunday: Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)  25th October 2020 
Today’s Readings 
Exodus 22:20-26   An instruction to look after strangers and avoid exploiting those who are poor. 
1 Thessalonians 1:5-10  Paul praises the Thessalonians for their faith and love of God, and their good 
example for others. 
Matthew 22:34-40  Jesus teaches that we are called to love God and to love our neighbour as ourselves. 
 
Mass This Week          Intention 
Saturday 24th       6:30pm          For Our Parishioners 
Sunday 25th    9:00am          Patricia Smith (Intention) 
   10:30am       Families 
Tuesday 27th        7:30pm Weekday    Key Workers 
Wednesday 28th         9:15am SS Simon & Jude, Apostles  Bp Paul McAleenan  
Thursday 29th     9:15am  Blessed Martyrs of Douai College      Allen Hall Seminary   
Friday 30th     9:15am Weekday    Candidates for Baptism 
     To Include Baptism: Rose & Seren Usher    
Sacrament of Reconciliation by appointment only 
The Sanctuary Lamp burns for a Private Intention (V,S) 
Exposition from 5:30pm on Saturday (on the presumption there are sufficient volunteer stewards ) 
 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/royston/events/


Last Week’s Offertory  Many  thanks for all your 
generosity. We are still advised against receiving cash 
or cheques. We have installed contactless giving in the 
Sacristy. Please, if you can, give electronically via your 
bank or https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/royston/donate/  
 
Volunteers Thank you to all who have helped keep 
things going. If you can help at this time when we 
need everyone to pull together please do volunteer. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H4qwirorMM
d7z9kM7SICs1RbNWwitBs4epVfMWNCNX8/edit?usp=
sharing 
 
November Month of the Holy Souls  All Souls Day is 

on Monday 2nd November. Mass will be celebrated at 

9:15a, and 7:30pm. 

 Envelopes are now available for you to include any 

names of departed relatives, friends or benefactors 

(and any stipend you may wish to offer) to be prayed 

for at our altar in November 

Sacramental preparation   Thank you to all who have 

returned forms for First reconciliation and First Holy 

Communion and for Confirmation. If there are any 

more forms to come in please can they be returned as 

soon as possible as we need to order the necessary 

books. Clearly our preparation will need to be flexible 

this year and we are planning a ‘blended’ approach of 

preparation: at our public worship, online and face to 

face – with probably most of the face to face sessions 

after the winter has passed and the likelihood of 

infection has diminished. 

According to Thy Word  We have begun using the 

Faith Sharing resource for Autumn. If anyone else 

would like to join our Zoom group please let Fr Philip 

know. We will meet on Wednesday evenings at 7pm. 

There are still two copies of the booklet available. 

School Transfer Several Catholic schools ask practising 
Catholics to provide A Certificate of Catholic Practice. 
If you are eligible for this and would request such 
evidence of your practice, please see Fr Philip after 
any Sunday Mass to arrange an interview. 

Servers If anyone wishes to volunteer to serve at 
Mass please let Fr Philip know. This is a special call for 
those who have recently received their First Holy 
Communion, but volunteers of any age are welcome. 
 
Foodbank  Please remember that non-perishable food 

donations are gratefully received and can be placed in 

the pink box outside the sacristy. 

Holy Fathers Prayer Intentions for October: 
The Laity's Mission in the Church    We pray that by 
the virtue of baptism, the laity, especially women, 
may participate more in areas of responsibility in the 
Church. 
 
The Bible Timeline Course  Jeff Cavins’ worldwide-
famous Catholic Bible Study. LIVE STREAMED   FREE 
OF CHARGE  A 7-session course on Wednesdays, 
starting on Wed 4th November, 2020 @7pm 
  Course info:  www.comeandsee.org  
To register for the 
course:  https://comeandsee.org/registration.html 
 

I always feel that St Simon and St Jude are in the 
shadow of their more famous namesakes, Simon Peter 
and the traitor Judas Iscariot. 
However, their holiness and faithful apostolic ministry is 
to be celebrated. 
It may be that because of a possible confusion with the 
notorious Judas Iscariot that our good St Jude became 
the Saint of Last Resort and therefore the Patron Saint of 
Lost causes. 
There are brief glimpses of St Simon and St Jude in the 
Gospels, but we know little more about them than Simon 
was nicknamed the Zealot (probably because of a 
connection to an anti-Roman group) and was identified 
as coming from Canaan rather than Galilee – presumably 
to distinguish him from Simon Peter. Jude may have also 
been called Thaddeus and is connected with the short 
Epistle of St Jude in the New Testament. 
In the tradition of the Church St Simon and St Jude 
preached the Gospel in the lands to the east of the 

Roman Empire and are associated with the founding of 
the Church in Persia.  
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