
 

 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS 

7 January £440.02 
 (includes envelopes but not Bankers Orders etc.  

which average £1602 per week). 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Text PARISH STALS to 70800 to donate £5 automatically. 
 

THE CALENDAR THIS WEEK 

St Antony (251 - 356) is the originator of the monastic 

life. He was born in Egypt: when his parents died, he 
listened to the words of the Gospel and gave all his 

belongings to the poor. He went out into the wilderness 

to begin a life of penitence, living in absolute poverty, 

praying, meditating, and supporting himself by manual 
work. He suffered many temptations, both physical and 

spiritual, but he overcame them. Disciples gathered 

around him, attracted by his wisdom, moderation, and 

holiness. He gave support to the victims of the 

persecutions of Diocletian, and helped St Athanasius in 

his fight against the Arians. He lived to be over a 
hundred years old, and died in 356. 

The Gospels are full of sayings of Jesus that seem to be 

ignored, and one of the most poignant of these was in 

his meeting with that young man who asked over and 

over again, insistently, “What must I do to have eternal 
life?”. When, in the end, Jesus told him that if he wanted 

to be perfect he would have to sell all that he had and 

give the money to the poor, the young man went away, 

sorrowing; because he was very rich. Some 250 years 
later, St Antony hears the story, and does give away 

all that he has, and becomes the founder of 

monasticism. And then again, over 1,000 years later, St 

Francis of Assisi hears the story, and gives away his 
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SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 S 13 6.00pm       Maurice O’Carroll (rec dec) 

 Su 14 8.30am       Julia Walsh (rip) 

   10.30am      Mike-Joe Scanlon (rec dec) 

   5.00pm (TLM)      the people of the Parish & their needs 
 

 M 15 12noon  feria     Veronica Hourigan (rec dec) 

 T 16  9.00am  feria     Nick Medlin (anniv) 

 W 17 9.00am  St Anthony     Sebastian John (anniv) 
 T 18 7.30am  feria     priest’s intentions 

 F 19 9.30am  feria     a particular intention 

 S  20 9.00am  of BVM     in thanksgiving  

 
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 S 20 6.00pm       the people of the Parish & their needs 

 Su 21 8.30am       Matthias Asulewe (rec dec) 

   10.30am      Michael & Mary McDonagh (anniv) 
   5.00pm (TLM)      Sebastian John (anniv) 

 
Mass times and intentions are subject to change if there is a funeral. 

Lauds (Morning Prayer of the Church) is offered every Friday at 9.15am 

Confessions: Saturday 9.30-10am; 5.15-5.45pm and at call 

Holy Matrimony: - in accordance with the norms of Canon Law, SIX months’ notice must be given, whether the marriage is 
here or abroad, to enable the required spiritual preparation to take place and for the paperwork to be gathered and, if 

necessary, submitted to the Chancellor of the Diocese. Please make an appointment to see either of the clergy. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: after Mass on Saturday morning 

Parish Centre Bookings: call the Parish Office or email: susannacorbally@rcdow.org.uk 

(£20 per hour for regular bookings; £25 per hour for occasional or single bookings.) 

The Parish Office is normally open on Monday and Friday  

9.00 am until 12.00noon (term time only) 

The Parish Secretaries are Mrs. Susanna Corbally - susannacorbally@rcdow.org.uk 

and Mrs. Michelle Fitzgerald - michellefitzgerald@rcdow.org.uk 



possessions (and some of his father’s). Not all the words 

that we speak are forgotten, even though we cannot 
see their effects ourselves. Let us pray that those 

unknown effects may always be good ones. 

 

PLEASE pray for the people of the Holy Land & Syria 
and all who live in the midst of violence. For Vocations 

to the Priesthood, Diaconate and Religious Life. For 

those who are sick either at Home, in Hospital or 

Nursing Home, particularly Nicki Eathorne. The recently 
departed – Fr Tom Hewitt msc Maureen O’Driscoll and 

Joan Signorini, - those killed as a result of warfare, 

violence, terrorism and persecution. Peace in the world, 

most especially at this time in the Holy Land and for 
those who govern the nations that they may do so 

wisely and justly. 

 

HCPT GROUP 149 NEWS & EVENTS 
Jumble Sale - Saturday, 20 January 2018 

10am in the hall - all donations most welcome but NO 

large or electrical items. Please leave in the parish 

centre entrance hall [9am-7pm] on Friday, 19 January. 
Further information/queries to Barbara Bliss [Tel. 

873672] 

Quiz Night - Saturday 27 January 2018 

Parish Hall - 7.30 for prompt 8pm start. Tables of 8. £5 
per person. Please bring your own drink and glasses, as 

well as nibbles. Tickets available from Cathy Lovett 

07879 654284/lovettcathy@hotmail.com 

Golf Day - Friday 23rd March 2018 
The day will start with coffee and bacon rolls, before 

golfers head out in teams of four to play the historic 

Verulam Golf Course, home of The Ryder Cup. 

Tee times from 10am onwards. Dinner and prizegiving 
in the evening will be 6.30 for 7pm and other 

halves/friends/non-golfers are welcome to join us for 

this. Golf and Dinner: £70. Dinner guests only: £30. 

Verulam members: £45 (to include golf and dinner). 
Please contact Cathy Lovett 07879 654284 

/lovettcathy@hotmail.com or Phil Ahern 01727 872392 

/philjdahern@aol.com to book golf and/or dinner or for 

further details. 
 

 
In England and Wales today is Peace Sunday. It 

seems very appropriate to start the New Year with a 

commitment to peace-making. We only need look at the 
news or read a paper to be reminded of how broken our 

world is by war and violence. The Holy Father’s message 

for this year is entitled Migrants and Refugees: Men 

and Women in search of Peace, and is divided into 
six sections with the first offering heartfelt good wishes 

for peace and inviting people of good will to embrace 

those fleeing war, hunger and persecution. 

The message also poses the question, why so many 
migrants and refugees? Pope Francis answers this by 

considering the many conflicts forcing people to leave 

their homelands, but he notes the desire for a better life 

and also that some people consider the growth in 
migration as a threat. But, “for my part”, he says, “I ask 

you to view it with confidence, as an opportunity to build 

peace.” 

Contained in the 4th section of the message under the 
theme, “four mileposts for action”, the Pope points out 

what is needed in order for migrants and refugees to 

find the peace they seek is a strategy combining four 
actions: welcoming, protecting, promoting and 

integrating. 

Looking at the situation from an international 

perspective, Pope Francis expresses the hope that this 
spirit of welcome and integration, “will guide the 

process that in the course of 2018 will lead the United 

Nations to draft and approve two Global Compacts, one 

for safe, orderly and regular migration and the other for 
refugees.” 

Finally, the Holy Father draws inspiration from Saint 

John Paul II with these words. “If the ‘dream’ of a 

peaceful world is shared by all, if the refugees’ and 
migrants’ contribution is properly evaluated, then 

humanity can become more and more a universal family 

and our earth a true ‘common home’.” 

Pax Christi, the international Catholic Movement for 
Peace, has been promoting the World Peace Day 

message in England and Wales for over fifty years. Pax 

Christi itself was born out of the experience of war. The 

initiative of one woman, Martha Dortel-Claudot, Pax 
Christi was founded in France in 1945 to pray for 

reconciliation between the people of France and 

Germany. Today Pax Christi is present in 50 countries: 

a network of Christians inspired by faith to work for 
peace, reconciliation and nonviolent change. There are 

envelopes at the back of Church is you would like to 

make a donation to support Pax Christi’s work of peace-

making and reconciliation. 

 

New Pilates class. 

Thursdays at 10 - 11am from 18th January 2018. In the 

church hall. Leaflets at the back of the church. To book 
or enquire. Contact Lorraine on 07960 031313 

 

Newman Association 

A Moslem View of Our Lady – a talk by Mrs Faroukh 
Shaikh, at 10.30 on Saturday 20th January at SS Alban 

& Stephen’s Meeting Room in Beaconsfield Road. The 

meeting is, as with all Newman events, open to anyone. 

 
Christmas is the celebration of the Incarnation of 

God, the time we celebrate the humility of God 

becoming fully man, to enable our salvation. And, at the 

Christmas Day Masses, to give due honour to this event, 
we genuflect during the words of the Incarnartus in the 

Creed – and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  ….. That 

is the ancient tradition of the Church. This year, it was 

noticeable that there were many people who did not do 
this. Perhaps they didn’t know to do this you might think 

–in spite of the fact that it is printed in the missals for 

all Christmas Masses. Perhaps they were just on 

autopilot – that’s a possibility. Perhaps ancient knees 
don’t work too well (but they could still bow). Perhaps 

their behaviour was a reflection of what they believe – 

that’s a possibility too. Only God truly knows. But for 

sure, we have reached a point where there are too 
many Catholics who know so little about their faith, or 

think they know better that the Church. And the result 

of this? They have a very weak or non-existent 

relationship with the Lord. And without this, there really 
is no way forward. Sadly, the inevitable result will be a 

falling away from the practice of The Faith.  

The New Year is a time for resolutions: why not 

promise God that a) in 2018 you will deepen your 
knowledge of your Catholic faith and practice, and b) 

that once a month you will bring someone new along to 

Mass with you?  
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