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“The testimonies which Pam 

McElroy has gathered in 

this book underline what an 

extraordinary, and still unique, 

achievement the ecumenical 

chaplaincy of St Albans 

Cathedral is.”

The Very Rev Dr Jeffrey John, 

Dean of St Albans

Pamela McElroy

THE ECUMENICAL CHAPLAINCY OF
ST ALBANS CATHEDRAL

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS AND RECOLLECTIONS

In 1983, in the optimism following the Second Vatican Council, visionary clergy 
established an Ecumenical Chaplaincy at St Albans Cathedral in Hertfordshire, 
bringing together Anglican, Roman Catholic, Free Church, Lutheran and 
Orthodox communities.

Other churches have ecumenical services and initiatives but none has the 
embedded and long-standing chaplaincy of St Albans. This unique story is best told 
by those most closely involved: this book presents the personal recollections of 30 
clergy and lay people, with 50 photos of the people, events and places involved.

This is an account of a long, fruitful collaboration that has created a legacy of 
immense value.

If the whole Christian church takes seriously the prayer and commission of 
Christ in the gospel that his followers ‘be one’ then the example and significance of 
this visionary ministry should be more widely known and followed.
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Pamela (Pam) McElroy was educated at North London 
Collegiate School, Exeter and Cambridge Universities. 
Most of her professional career was spent in education, and 
ecumenism featured early in her life with the ‘People Next 
Door’ initiative in the 1960s, adopted with enthusiasm by 
churches in Mill Hill where she grew up. Her nearly 39-year 
marriage to Michael, a Catholic, gave her the opportunity 
and privilege of worshipping in two denominations supported 
by the Association of Interchurch Families. Pam has served 
on her local Parochial Church Council, St Albans Deanery 
Synod, Churches Together in Marshalswick and in St Albans. 
She is a member of the local Newman Association Circle, is a 
Cathedral Guide and has lived in St Albans for 40 years.
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