Asylum seekers and refugees update for PPC 2 July 2024

Good news story — A refugee from Ethiopia who had been at the Noke has moved to a studio flat in
Birmingham. The council there were very helpful. Many of the helpers who had worked with her
were able to say goodbye and good luck before she went.

Housing — St Albans Council has no social housing for single men. Welwyn Hatfield Council can offer
a range of housing, although much of it is student accommodation. Some of our asylum seekers are
at the Mercure Oak Hotel in Hatfield. Some refugees have moved into the YMCA in Hatfield.

Bikes — There is another Bikeability course at Ardmore House Hotel, St Albans very shortly. All who
pass this course will need bikes. We have also given out bikes to a refugee in Watford and a St
Albans Foodbank volunteer.

Asylum Appeal Tribunals — One of our asylum seekers has had his Appeal Tribunal rejected. The
judge did not believe his story. He now has to produce more evidence from the Democratic Republic
of Congo (almost impossible). Another had his Tribunal postponed as a judge could not be found. |
have been asked to be a witness in this case.

Communication — Many asylum seekers and refugees still contact me asking for advice or support no
matter where they are living. So although our conversation group has stopped, the need for help
continues.

Teresa Clarke



