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We continue to support our 5 families directly and the use of the open pantry in the church
porch continues to grow both in terms of food donated and financial donations.

A particular trend in uptake from the open pantry is coming from families at the secondary
school after school pick up which is encouraging.

We are grateful to Dawn Pace, the parish secretary, who has added the Food Pantry to the
donations options on the parish QR code in the newsletter and on the Donat machine at the
back of the church — we are already seeing the fruits of that.

The Food Pantry “prompt” card which is intended for parishioners to leave by their house/car
keys has been well received and has led to a steady uptick in food and financial donations. This
contains the list of food items most need as well as those which are not. It also has details of
the various options for financial donations and also, how to access support in confidence and
assistance with food collection.

We have started the Costco bulk buy to support the open pantry. Items will be used to top up
the pantry table weekly (Though sometimes these go very quickly!) to pace the consumption of
the stock. It will also be used for targeted needs of our families and one-off support.

Father Francis has kindly agreed for us to store the stock discreetly in the Committee Room
where he, Dawn and Claudine will also be able to use, at their discretion, for any person in need
outside normal access/in case of an emergency.

| will soon be asking for another volunteer who can bag up into smaller portions, the bulk buy of
pasta, rice etc.

We are indebted, as ever, to Fr Francis, Dawn and Claudine for all their support and the
kindness and sensitivity they show to all users of the open pantry.



