St Bartholomew’s Parish Pastoral Council minutes 2 July 2024

Present: Fr Francis Antwi-Darkwah, Christine Lambert (Chair), John Lambert, Teresa Clarke
(Secretary), Martha Moroney Lewis, Peter Godwin, Lizzie Lizzio (Vice-Chair), Mark James, Maureen
Kelly, Nick Dodd, Eamon Rafferty, Mathew Carvalho,

Apologies: Jackie Tominey, Emma Smith

1. Matters arising from last meeting on 15 May

e The bereavement leaflet has been produced and will be shared more fully in the coming
weeks from mid July 2024. It includes some new suggestions from parishioners who have
been consulted before its production and feedback is that they found it to be a helpful
summary.

e Recycling bins — Mark will go ahead to buy and label them. Action: Mark

e St Bart’s Together — An edition will most likely be produced in the Autumn by the new PPC.
It will be cheaper, with less glossy paper. A separate plain leaflet giving contacts for the
various parish groups and ministries will also be produced. The Welcome booklet will also be
produced in the Autumn. Overall Communications are being looked at by Nick Dodd. We will
engage parishioners in this too.

2. Planned Giving Campaign — After much discussion it was agreed that on the weekend 6/7 July
hymn books, Mass leaflets and pens would be put on the benches. Welcomers will give out
Week 3 Planned Giving forms and envelopes as parishioners arrive. The newsletter will be
available after Masses. Martha will do a template showing which boxes to tick, and which parts
of the form to fill in. All completed forms should be put in sealed envelopes and posted through
the Presbytery door. Anyone taking the form home on 6-7 July will be encouraged to return it by
21 July. Information will be shared in the Newsletter during the whole of July Action: Martha,
all PPC members who are available at the weekend and Nick re newsletter insert.

3. Priority Group reports — Christine thanked all group leads for their reports and their continued
work on the range of projects which bring our parish and our Mission to life. All reports were
received with no additional comments. As there are new events not yet on our Liturgical plan,
Nick will circulate the updated Liturgical Plan for group leads to add any additional events and
then the plan will be placed on the noticeboard and parish website. Action: Nick

4. PPC planning for changes in September 2024 — We are twelve members at the moment. Six
members have confirmed that they are stepping down (Emma, Christine, Peter, Lizzie, Maureen,
Teresa) after two periods of 2 years (total 4 years) with significant efforts by all. The PPC has
made progress on bringing our community together and reaching out, in line with our Mission.
Christine stated that the PPC has evolved and we are entering a new phase and new ideas would
be welcomed to build on where we are and help take our parish forward by continuing to
engage with our parishioners and continuing to fulfil our Mission of Evangelisaton. She shared a
page from the PPC handbook reminding the PPC what we are there for and for the PPC to refer
to this when speaking to potential members re expectations.



A number of parishioners have been asked if they are willing to be nominated for the PPC. So far,
Stephen Mears and Chris Dobson have agreed which is very good. To keep the gender and age range
more balanced, Fr Francis, Christine and Martha are going to approach women from the list
nominated by current PPC Members. It was agreed that at least one younger parishioner in the PPC
is desirable. The next PPC meeting is on Wednesday 11 September. It is proposed that the meeting
will include a welcome and a handover session for new members, an explanation of how the five
priority groups and the PPC operate as well as a Thank You to the existing PPC members. The Chair,
Vice Chair and Secretary will be elected at this meeting. Action: Christine

5. Synodal Pathway - It was agreed that there was no time for parish meetings to discuss progress
of the Synodal Pathway before the final report from the Vatican in October 2024. Therefore a
summary has been prepared on parish progress which will be attached to the newsletter after
the Planned Giving campaign is completed. Teresa was thanked for preparing the summary
document. Action: Teresa to send the document to Dawn by the end of July, and to post it on
the website.

e Live streaming — Martha has contacted SS Alban and Stephen for advice and costs, but has
not had a reply yet.

e Re-commissioning of special minsters and thank you to all volunteers in our parish — This will
take place during the Mass of Christ the King, the end of the Liturgical year, 23-24 November
2024,

e St Bartholomew’s patronal feast — Peter will discuss with the Liturgy group when this should
be. Action: Peter

6. Communications — Nick is working on the following areas — Facebook page; updating the style
and format of the newsletter. He will add key elements of the newsletter to the parish Facebook
page weekly. Nick asked for examples of newsletters from other churches and will also research
online. He will consider the Welcome booklet and St Bart’s Together to decide how they will
look in future. He is also looking at the functionality of the website with Chris Blandford. Action:
Nick

7. Maintenance — Fr Francis, John and Eamon confirmed that two acoustic specialists are being
invited to discuss the current sound system. The person on 2 July had stated that the re-
positioning of the previous tapestries that were in place in the church would make a significant
difference to the sound along with some extra panels to be fitted. The PPC had planned to share
the decision on where the tapestries should go (church or hall), but the PPC decided that the
heritage tapestries would replace the existing Stations of the Cross in Sept 2024. The proposal
was that the existing Stations would be transferred to the parish hall. Action:
Eamon/John/Father Francis re report and costs and update on tapestry proposal.

8. AOB
Cake Bake — A reminder that the next Cake Bake is now on 18 August. The funds raised from this
will go towards our parish heating fund.



Finance — Eamon is on the Finance Group and will report back to the PPC quarterly. Action: Eamon

Fr David’s Memorial Mass 14 July — A tree will be planted in front of the church in memory of Fr
David. It is a crab apple, “White Angel”. Please sign up to bring food for the “bring and share” lunch
afterwards. Additional helpers are sought also from 12-1 for serving and helping clear up.

South St Albans Churches cake stall 14 July — Offers of cakes are needed for this ecumenical event
at Cottonmill Cycle Hub, Old Oak. St Barts will be running the stall from 2-4pm.

Date of next meeting — Wednesday 11 September, 8pom in the hall. New PPC members will be
invited to join this meeting.



