Synodal Pathway — what is it, where are we as a parish and what’s next?
This summary aims to

e refresh St Bart’s parishioners on the purpose of the Synodal Pathway

e share how St Bart’s has responded to this so far in anticipation of the final report from the
Vatican due on the revised date of October 2024

e show how we are also looking to the future and seeking your ideas and continued support.

What is the Synodal Pathway?

The Synodal Pathway is a global strategic initiative. It was instigated by Pope Francis in late 2021, in
order to consult parishes and gather their views of the future of the Catholic Church, to encourage
more engagement and co-responsibility of parishioners in their parish and to encourage us in
building a Missionary Church through Evangelisation.

St Bart’s parishioners discussed the Synodal Pathway and the output from our own parish survey
between October 2021 and January 2022. St Bart’s submitted a summary of our views to the
Diocese in March 2022. You can see this document on our parish website.

St Bart’s Parish Pastoral Council’s activities linked to the Synodal Pathway goals and our Mission

The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) was set up in October 2020. This was before the Synodal Pathway
initiative. The PPC identified five priority areas to support our parish: Building Community, Youth,
Spirituality, Ecumenism, and Social Justice and Peace. Updates on these five areas are regular items
on the PPC agenda.

The PPC adapted its plan of action based on the output of the Synodal Pathway discussions with
parishioners.

We agreed our new parish Mission of Evangelisation in 2021. “Evangelisation” in essence means we
are looking to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to all, through our individual and collective
actions. This involves us looking “outside” to our community as well as “inside” to our parish.

In March 2024, along with all other parishes in the Diocese, St Bart’s was asked to share our progress
of our Mission with the Diocese in order to contribute to their final report on the Synodal Pathway.

How are we doing on our journey of Mission and Synodal Pathway goals?

Some of our Initiatives since October 2020 are shown in the list below. Delivering these has involved
many groups and parishioners. Re-building our community as a parish has been a priority and the
Covid pandemic also required us to bring our parishioners back together again as soon as possible.



We continue to seek ways to look outward to the Community as well as looking inside at our own
parish and its spirituality. As well as our Food Pantry, we have held essential fundraising events to
which we also invite the community, eg Christmas Fayre, our regular Jumble Sales and our
ecumenical activities. Our longstanding HCPT group continues to look outwards into the wider
community for its guests.

Some examples of St Bart’s actions looking outside and inside our parish

e Welcoming each week at 08.30 am and 10.30 am Masses. (NB the 6 pm Mass does not have
a rota for Welcomers yet)

e In addition to our Masses, parish celebrations, social and fundraising events have given an
opportunity for the community to meet us eg our Circle of Friends, our soup lunch, our 60th
Anniversary, Christmas Fayre, our flower tea parties and wreath-making, auction, cake
bakes, Jumble Sales, Adopt a Plant, Latin American evening

e Youth Masses led by the Confirmation Group

e Children’s and other Liturgies

e AChildren’s Mass each term

e Ecumenical links for Christian unity, via joint events with South St Albans Churches and the
Cathedral, are a witness to our faith

e St Bart’s Food Pantry has strong local links

e  Warm Hub with a weekly soup lunch (free of charge) and the monthly Circle of Friends

e Strengthening our links with St Adrian’s School, including the children coming to a Mass at St
Bart’s on Holydays of Obligation and Fr Francis’ regular visits to the school

e Fr Francis holds a monthly Mass in two local care homes

e Candlemas service, other contemplative services, parish retreat to which all are invited

e English conversation and other support for a group of asylum seekers and refugees

What is next and how can you get involved?

The Parish, including PPC and other parish groups, continues to engage with our parishioners and
seek suggestions and feedback.

As some members of the PPC will step down in September 2024 after 4 years, we require some new
members to join the PPC to participate in our future, bring fresh ideas and help us all to deliver our
Mission. No specific skills are required - just a passion to help St Bart’s, a unique and welcoming
parish for all, continue on its Mission.

Our Planned Giving Campaign has reminded us of our role in engaging and supporting the future of
our parish and there are many other Ministries in our parish that need members.

Our parish needs You! Thank you for all that you do currently and for your help going forward.

Fr Francis 1 July 2024



