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From The Editor

ear Readers, We are happy to re-start publication of The Bridge Magazine that was
D suspended for many reasons including lack of time and personnel to keep up with

the momentum needed.
I am grateful to Fr. Martin Mroz for his assistance getting things together and also for his
help in reformatting the mission articles, whilst retaining their inclusion and enabling
readers to support them with prayer and in other ways if they wish to help particular
projects. Fr. Martin has a behind the scenes team that will receive project requests, for
presentation to readers and collate feedback so readers have follow up and thanks.

The Delegation Head Quarters has returned to Hampton Wick. We have come to the end
of an era with care home closures. Currently we are left with social housing and we are
getting used to parish work - connecting with parishioners and using our acquired skills,
gifts and talents as we serve in the Church of today.

Cover image of Mater Dei (Mother of God) chosen by Don Orione 100 years ago



Some people have asked when will The Bridge be published? - send me a copy... We will
continue to post out hard copies and circulate them in parishes. We are also looking to
see how we can go digital and expand readership in this way.

Our Congregation magazine Don Orione Oggi is available on-line in Italian but is easily
translated into English and other languages. See The Bridge on-line and use translator
into other languages.

Thanks to Fr. Philip for his and other contributors for their input and to Robin for his
graphic design.

May all our readers and their loved ones receive many blessings at Christmas and
for 2025.

Fr. Stephen Beale fdp 572/(/ S@W and w//gpw/oed/



Fr. John Carmel Perrotta RIP

Born at Roccamonfina CE (Italia)
old, 65 of religious profession and 56 of priest

13 Febr_uarK l9a°>8, 85 years
ood.

He belonged to the Delegation “Mother of
the Church” - Rome. Fr Carmine (Father
John Carmel, as he was known in England),
entered the Congregation at the age of 13
in our Santa Maria junior seminary in Rome.
After completing his novitiate and high school
at Villa Moffa di Bra in the years 1956-59, and
his tirocinium at the Institute for orphans in
Reggio Calabria, he was sent to the English
Delegation where he undertook his studies in
theology in Liverpool and where he was also
ordained a priest in Liverpool Cathedral on 20
May 1967.

Fr. John’s ministry was in the social care
sector working with staff in our care homes
for the elderly and people with learning
disabilities. He had been several years R.C.
Chaplain at Latchmere House, Ham, Surrey.

Fr. John appeared to be allegro, vibrant and was always singing. His voice and lungs
could blare out like bellows.

Fr. John was always promoting the Orionine Lay Movement, vocations, pilgrimages
to Italy and The Holy Land. He was a promotor of missions, garden fetes, Marian
processions and he started the Bread of Life initiative raising money for scholarshipsin
several countries where SDP religious priests, brothers and sisters were present.

Two life-long companions of Fr. John are Fr. Bernard Boylan - from the days of
Theological studies at Upholland Seminary and Celestino Del Bianco who,through
Fr. Bidone, came to England from the Don Orione hostel for young workers in Venice
and worked with The Sons of Divine Providence for 60 years. Both were present at the
Memorial Mass for Fr. John, held at Hampton Wick on 1 October 2023.

Fr. John was known to many local clergy for his jovial, loud character and for his
hospitality that included spaghetti or soup in abundance, of course gelato for dessert
or cakes to finish!

Fr. John had a heart attack 20 years ago, and even unto his death he praised the NHS and
said hewill beforevergratefultothe NHS forsaving hislife. The last two weeks of May 2023
wasspentinltaly,in hishometown of Roccamonfinaforafamily eventwhichhe hadreally
looked forward to. The day before his return to UK he had a heart attack. He was rushed
tothe hospital of Sessa Aurunca, where, however, aftera shorttime he passed to the Lord.

Fr. John has touched the lives of many people. May he rest in peace.



p us share the Bridge and enter the

prize draw for a FREE Will writing service

Since the inception of the GDPR (Data
protection) rules the readership of The

Bridge circulation has radically reduced.

If you are reading this article you are
already keen and committed clearly.

If you can ask a friend to subscribe to the
bridge either through the form in this
magazine (page 15) or by emailing info@
orionecare.org with the same details
requested in the form. You and your
friend will be entered into a January draw
for a will writing service to be soughtvia a
local reputable firm.

When your friend joins please ask them to
share your name and details as well. Only
people subscribed for postal deliveries of
the Bridge will be eligible for entry this
issue. Look out for future publications for
further chances to win.

Why are we doing this?

Legacies of friends of The Sons of Divine
Providence have always been a key part
of the charity and we hope to continue
this trend. However more than anything
we want to ensure that your loved ones
receive the best support possible in the
event of your death. You may have many
charitable interests that you want to
support now and into the future.

How will The Sons of Divine
Providence use any legacies
given in the future?

We will invest the legacies we receive to
use as a financial seed to ensure that the
works of The Sons of Divine Providence

can be supported into the distant future.

In some cases we will also create specific
funds named after the donor to recognise
their contribution.

As a Housing Association as well as a
charity we also appreciate and use homes
or properties to house people who need
homes in a variety of ways. Any properties
left to us will find good use in a variety of
ways. Many of our homes were left to us
historically and continue to be used today.

Do The Sons of Divine Providence
expect anything back from the
will writing service?

Absolutely not. While we do hope that
some of the friends and parishioners will
remember us in their wills; we know that
many of you have friends and family that
you wish to support afteryour passing. You
may also have charities or organisations
that are important to you. We remember
that Don Orione was himself a champion
of Christian Charity and supporting those
who need it.




Message from the Delegate Superior

Looking at the past with gratitude Pope Francis has taught us to look at
the past with gratitude, live the present with passion, and embrace the
future with hope. Inspired by his words, | would like to highlight
two events in the history of the Sons of Divine Providence in the
United Kingdom, which anniversaries we will celebrate in 2025.

The first event is the 70th anniversary of the presence of the
Sons of Divine Providence in Hampton Wick. Miss Cecilia Cooper,
a devout Catholic, donated to our Congregation in 1955 a
house located at No. 25 Lower Teddington Road. With the help
of Cardinal Griffin, Archbishop of Westminster Diocese, and the
Friends of Don Orione (FODO), the renovation and construction
works of Westminster House began. It was not until 1958 that
Fr. Paul Bidone moved in, leaving Fr. Joseph Tirello in charge
of Fatima House. The second event is the 65th anniversary
of the arrival of Our Lady of Westminster to Hampton Wick,
on August 5th, 1960, on the feast of Our Lady of the Snows.
Thestatue, whichatsometimeinits history has been desecrated
by the removal of the child Jesus from his mother’s arms, was
donated by Mr. Sydney Farmer to the followers of Don Orione.

Astudy oftheimagetells usthat "the precise history of the statue
is uncertain, although experts have pieced together a tentative
account of its origin and background. Geological evidence has
established that the stone is from Beer in
Devon. The place of construction cannot
be determined; however, it is certain
that the stone was carved in medieval
times. As to the mutilation of the statue,
this possibly took place during the
Reformation when such destructions
were commonplace."”

The centuries-old stone Madonna, which
Pope John XXIII called “Ave Maris Stella,
Dei Mater Alma”, which means Star of the
Sea, God’s own Mother Blest, has been
venerated in our little chapel since then.

T, Martin Moz




Pope: May we be a Church on the move, sharing the joy of the Gospel. At the concluding

Mass of the General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, Pope Francis encourages us to
be like Bartimaeus in today’s Gospel and “entrust our blindness to the Lord” in order to
be “a missionary Church that walks with her Lord through the streets of the world in love,
unity, mercy and service.”

[...] In his homily Pope Francis recalled today’s Gospel narrative of the blind man
Bartimaeus who cries out to the Lord, asking to regain his sight. Rediscovering his sight,
Bartimaeus joyfully sets out to follow Jesus along the way.

The Pope explained how Bartimaeus represents the “inner blindness” we all can have
that can hold us back from “the dynamism of life” and having any hope. This can also
affect us as Church, the Pope added, where we can become “incapable of perceiving the
presence of the Lord, unprepared to face the challenges of reality” and at times unable
to respond adequately “to the questions of so many who cry out to us.”

“We cannot remain inert before the questions raised by the women and men of today,
before the challenges of our time, the urgency of evangelization and the many wounds
that afflict humanity.”

The Pope warned that “a sedentary Church” that “confines itself to the margins of reality”
risks remaining blind and will “fail to grasp the urgency of giving a pastoral response to
the many problems of our world.”




By remembering that “the Lord is passing by”, the Church can be like Bartimaeus as
a community of disciples who hear the Lord, go out to seek Him, and “feel the joy of
salvation...awakened by the power of the Gospel.”

“We do not need a sedentary and defeatist Church, but a Church that hears the cry of the
world and gets its hands dirty in serving.”

Just as Bartimaeus cried out to the Lord in faith and hope, may we do the same, the Pope
said, as we also recognize God’s action in our lives and set out to follow him. Whenever
we are set back by weakness or inertia, may we find the strength and courage “to arise
and continue along the path”, returning to the Lord and his Gospel.

“Again and again, as the Lord passes by, we need to listen to His call so that we can get
back

on our feet and He can heal our blindness; and then we can follow Him once more, and
walk with Him along the way.”

[...] “Let us remember never to walk alone or according to worldly criteria, but instead to
journey together, behind him and alongside him.”

The Pope emphasized that we need to be “a Church on her feet...not a silent Church, but
a Church that embraces the cry of humanity” and is enlightened by Christ bringing the
light of the Gospel to others.

“Not a static Church, but a missionary Church that walks with her Lord through the streets
of the world.”

[...] “Thisis the synodal Church: a community whose primacy lies in the gift of the Spirit,
who makes us all brothers and sisters in Christ and raises us up to him.”

Extracts: Source: Vatican Media

Synod
20721
202 4

For a jynoda[ Church

communion | F:.a.rf'ici;::.a.fi-::.n | mission



50 Years Of Orionine Presence
In Ireland Celebrated/in Dublin
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The 50th anniversary of the presence of the Little Work of Divine Providence in Dublin,
Ireland, was celebrated on 28 September.

For the occasion, a Holy Mass was
celebrated, presided over by Fr.
Fernando Fornerod, General Councillor,
present on site, representing the entire
General Council, and attended by many
people: members of the local community,
guests of the Sarsfield House Family hub
for homeless families with children, the
elderly who reside in the “Fr. Bidone
Court” complex together with the Manager Evelyn Leonard and the trustees Sheila
Howes and Vincent Jackson, the staff, volunteers and friends of the Orionine family.

Also present were Father Martin Mroz, Superior of the “Mother of the Church” Delegation
which includes the United Kingdom, Ireland, the United States and Jordan, and
Father Fr. Henryk Halman, from the community of Hampton Wick. At the end of the
celebration there was also a procession for the blessing of the garden dedicated to
the memory of the Orionine priests Fr. John Perrotta and Fr. Michael Moss, offered by
the local community as a concrete gesture to remember their apostolate and affection
for this land.



In his homily, Fr. Fernando Fornerod mentioned the strong bond between Fr. Orione
and Ireland, recalling that the young Orione, still a seminarian, “went to ask for the gift
of the fortress from St. Columbanus, the great Irish monk buried in the city of Bobbio,
in northern Italy. His
desires for holiness
brought him into
contact with the faith
and charity of so many
great men and women
who  have made
Ireland the Island of
Saints. The seed of
Orionine charity had
to wait for the right
time to be sown in this
land. And the moment
of Providence arrived.”

In fact, it was the Archbishop of Dublin Charles McQuaid who called the spiritual children
of Don Orione to help him ensure that the youngest, most vulnerable and without family
had a home that welcomed them. On September 27, 1972, Bishop Dermont Ryan blessed
the foundation stone of the first Orionine house in
Ireland, which stands above the road on the outskirts
of Dublin. Two years later, Sarsfield House was opened
by opening its doors. On that occasion, the then
President of the Republic Mr. O’Dalaigh, Mgr. Dermot
Ryan, the authorities of the Apostolic Nunciature, the
Italian Embassy and the Municipal Administration of
Dublin intervened. There were also numerous friends
and benefactors as well as Fr. Giuseppe Masiero,
then Superior of the Regional Delegation “Our Lady
of Westminster”. The first religious community
was composed of Fr. Vittorio Muzzin, Fr. Giuseppe
Vallauri flanked, in those beginnings, by three
theology students: Roy, Robert and Christopher.

“The word of God proclaimed in this celebration,” said
Fr. Fornerod during his homily, “helps us to give thanks
to the Lord for these past years, but fundamentally
offers us the possibility of renewing our strength to
build the future. The Lord does not want us to be discouraged and sad or melancholy.
He helps us to overcome the difficulties we find in our lives, because he offers us his
friendship, his love, his life. And this is what we proclaimed in the Gospel: Jesus who
came to give his life.”

“Through the journey of allthese years, the people who have lived and worked at Sarsfield
House,” added the General Councillor, “have manifested their definitive love for Jesus,
for the Church and for the homeland when they gave their lives for the most fragile and



vulnerable. We know thatall of uswho are part of the great Orionine family are preparing
to live the spirit of Christian charity at the school of a great saint: Don Luigi Orione. Yes,
there have been many who have testified with their lives that Charity is the wonderful
experienceoflovingGodandlovingone’sneighbour,twoflamesofasingleandSacredfire.”

Fr Fornerod then invited us to reflect on the transformation of the Orionine evangelical

charitable presence in Dublin over the past fifty years, stating that today, “there are
no longer young people without families, but there are young families without a roof

to protect their children. There are also adult families looking to spend time in peace

and serenity. The activities have changed but the Spirit of Don Orione is the same.”

“But in our spirituality and in our mission there is a secret: the highest aspect of charity

does not lie in the heroism of service, in doing things that are difficult or great, or that
require immense sacrifices, but in the heroism of the relationship of love with God and

with others. In these two movements of the experience of charity: loving God and loving

ourneighbour,what matters mostisto give ourselves. Infact, in thelife of St. Luigi Orione,
reached bythatfirstlove of God,and withthelove givento others, wefindtheidentityand

strength of the evangelizing mission of Christians. ‘Only charity will save the world.’ Only

the relationship of love with God and with others will save the world!”

“there are no longer young people without families, but there are

young families without a roof to protect their children. There are
also adult families looking to spend time in peace and serenity.
The activities have changed but the Spirit of Don Orione is the
same.”




Jubilee 2025 [Pilgrins of Hope

The Jubilee 0of 2025, known as the “Holy Year of Jubilee,” is a special event in the Catholic
Church marking a time of spiritual renewal, pilgrimage, and forgiveness.

The Catholic Church celebrates jubilees approximately every 25 years, offering the faithful an
opportunity to deepen their relationship with God through specific prayers, acts of penance,
and the reception of indulgences. Here are some key points about the Jubilee of 2025:

Theme and Purpose

The 2025 Jubilee theme, chosen by Pope Francis, is “Pilgrims of Hope.” This theme encourages
the faithful to journey closer to God with renewed hope and purpose. Given the many global
challenges—wars, natural disasters, and social divisions—this Jubilee seeks to remind people
of God’s unwavering love and mercy.

Tradition and History

Jubilees date back to Old Testament times, but in the Catholic tradition, Pope Boniface VIII
instituted the first Holy Year in 1300. Since then, the Church has celebrated both Ordinary and
Extraordinary Jubilees, the latter of which are proclaimed in response to specific needs or
events, like the Jubilee of Mercy in 2015.

Pilgrimage to Rome

A central element of a Jubilee is the pilgrimage to Rome, where Catholics can visit the four
major basilicas: St. Peter’s Basilica, St. John Lateran, St. Mary Major, and St. Paul Outside the
Walls. Traditionally, Holy Doors in these basilicas are opened, symbolizing an invitation to enter
a path of conversion and grace. Passing through these doors is seen as a physical expression of
a spiritual journey toward reconciliation with God.
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Indulgences

During a Jubilee, the Church offers plenary indulgences to those who make a pilgrimage,
go to confession, receive the Eucharist, and pray for the Pope’s intentions. These acts are
intended to help Catholics deepen their faith and repair their relationship with God.

Special Events and Outreach

The Jubilee will feature various events in Rome and worldwide, including liturgies,
processions, and gatherings focused on different groups, such as youth, families, and the
elderly. There will also be a focus on social justice, charity, and outreach to the marginalized,
underscoring the Church’s commitment to works of mercy.

The Jubilee of 2025 promises to be a momentous time for spiritual renewal and unity within
the Catholic Church, inviting all to draw closer to God in a journey of hope and healing.

CONGRATULATIONS URSULA & VINCENT HARRISON
50 YEARS OF MARRIAGE

The Sons of Divine Providence have known Ursula many
years since her joining Orione House as manager in the early
‘90s. There are photos of the Ursula and Vincent’s wedding
day, 25" and 50™ anniversaries.

For their 50" anniversary this July, they received a Papal
blessing and had a wonderful, joyful and most memorable
celebration with the children, grandchildren, family and
friends in Ireland.

Fr. Malcolm Dyer, currently in Kenya, sent this message “The Orionine Family
in the UK and Ireland as well as the family of Vincent and Ursula Harrison
are very happy to join Vincent and Ursula in celebrating their 50th wedding
anniversary which occurred in July. Ursula has been a faithful and committed
member of the Orionine Family from the time she joined us in Hampton Wick
and became the manager of Orione House, residential care home for older e
people. We ask God our Father to bless Ursula and Vincent and all their e ﬁj
children and grandchildren now and always so that they may continue “doing =
good to all and harming no one” like St. Luigi Orione.”




PLEASE DONATE

The Sons of Divine Providence -Don Orione World Mission Projects

Help the mission in:-  India(J Kenya[] Philippines[]
Jordan[J Ukraine(J Mozambique[]

Other Don Orione Mission[] (name mission ......c.ccuveeereieuneeennn.s)

Send a cheque payable to :- Write on the back of your cheque: India, Kenya, Philippines,

The Sons of Divine Providence Jordan, Ukraine or Mozambique.

13 Lower Teddington Rd. Bank transfer to:-

Hampton Wick, The Sons of Divine Providence.

Kingston upon Thames HSBC 69 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5EY

KT1 4EU Sort code 40-05-20 Acc No. 11400614

IBAN: GB83HBUK40052011400614
BIC: HBUKGB4107J

For more details Email us at delegation.mdc@gmail.com

If you are a basic rate tax payer, please fill in the Gift Aid Declaration form on page 35.
This will enable us to claim back the tax and make your donation go even further.

Having been close friends for over fifty years and saying my goodbye to Marie twenty minutes
before she died | am left with wonderful memories of a joyous, generous, Christ - like lady.

Marie was affectionately known as ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ in her area of Orrell, as she
delivered her home made broth and various other goodies to needy and lonely neighbours.
All her working life Marie was involved with caring for the sick, in Hospital, at home and in
the Don Orione Care Home. The atmosphere would be one of fun and laughter when she
was on duty. Always aware that Priests and novice priests and brothers had left their homes
and family to care for God’s people, her door was left open for them to call and have a break.
Usually a note would be left on the table ¢ Help yourself to anything in the fridge.’

I am not sad that Marie is now with Bill and all the saints in Heaven and
can state with a full heart “Say not in grief that she is no more, but in
thankfulness THAT SHE WAS.” (Yiddish comment) Rest in peace dear
Marie and Rise to Glory.

Editor’s note: SDP have happy memories of Bill and Marie Turton. Bill
died some years ago. Marie’s faith always amazing. Marie introduced
me to her mother who couldn’t pronounce Don Orione, so she called
him Bro. Don! In 1983/84 when | was a novice Bill and Marie asked if we
would like the Pine tree from their front garden as it would grow too
large in front of their bungalow. See attached picture.

Rest in Peace Marie.




Request A Bridge

€000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Name

(Print clearly)

Address line 1

Address line 2

Address line 3

Post Code

e-mail address
(if you are
happy for us

to contact

you with a link
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version of The
Bridge)

| am willing to have a printed copy of Please tick or sign here:
the Bridge Magazine sent to my address.
The Bridge magazine will contain news
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The Editor

The Sons of Divine Providence
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Hampton Wick
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0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000060600 00



I [REMEMERANCE

From Leo Appleton (cousin):
l Ioseph Edmund Tipping was born on 20th

November 1938 in Park House Nursing Home

Waterloo Crosby. He spent his working life with
British Aerospace, but his private life was devoted
to thechurch. One of the things he enjoyedmost
throughout his life was travelling and in his later |
years combined his love of travel with his other
love and that was raising money to fund projects §
for the Sons of Divine Providence, in countries such
as India, Africa and the Philippines. This he did by [
buying spring flowering bulbs and potting them up M
for sale each year, something he did right up until §
the last few months of his life. Over his life Joseph
raised in excess of £100,000 for these charities. A
truly stellar achievement. But tragedy struck Joseph in 2007. He had to go in for a life
saving operation to repair an aortic aneurism. The repair was successful, but it resulted
in the loss of any kidney function which meant, for him, a twice weekly trip to dialysis.
It vastly curtailed any travelling he could do but it never stopped him selling his bulbs.
Sadly, Joseph passed away on the 14th February 2024. A true and memorable character
in every sense of the word and he will be greatly missed but will be fondly remembered
whenever we celebrate Valentines Day.

Bernie Griffin, a long time trustee wrote: Joseph Tipping was a friend of mine who
encouraged me to support the missions of the Sons of Divine Providence (SDP). Joseph
worked continually to raise money himself, such as growing flower bulbs for Christmas
and selling them. His garden was full of pots! Gardening was a hobby he enjoyed. He
also ran the plant stall at the Garden Fete at Cardinal Heenan House in Roby Mill. Joseph
was always willing to do odd jobs for the priests such as helping to paint the chapel in
the farmhouse. Joseph looked forward to First Friday Mass at the farmhouse and when
he was unable to drive he was always nable to get someone to take him. Joseph is sadly
missed. God Bless, Bernie Editor’s note: Joseph will be missed at the annual Broughton
Catholic Charitable Society Christmas lunch selling his bulbs, assisted by Darren Sait
(ex- Orione Care staff) who also helped Joseph in many ways as his health was failing.
Thanks also to BCCS for their direct help through the years supporting Don Orione
Missions, especially in India and Philippines.



n February 2024, SEV Orione 84

enthusiastically launched the “Solidarity

Flights” program, an initiative designed
to offer more young people the chance
to engage in international volunteer
experiences and actively contribute to
missionary projects around the world. This
initiative is inspired by the XV General
Chapter of the Sons of Divine Providence,
which encourages missionary commitment
as a fundamental driving force of our
congregation.

wey3uuun) r :030yd

Facilitating  International  Volunteering
The “Solidarity Flights” program aims to
break down the financial barriers that may
hinder young people from participating
in missionary trips. Through fundraising efforts, the program helps cover travel and
insurance costs, making these enriching experiences more accessible. Such experiences
support the personal and professional growth of participants while providing concrete
assistance to local communities.

In 2024, with the support of priests from the Italian religious province, the program
enabled young volunteers to embark on missions to Bucharest and Madagascar. These
journeys provided participants with the opportunity to immerse themselves in local
cultures and contribute to community development projects, leaving a positive impact
not only in the places they visited but also in the hearts of the volunteers themselves.

“Solidarity Flights” has the potential to become a model of excellence in the field of
volunteering. With the Congregation’s sponsorship and support, the program can

establish itself as a shining example of how solidarity and missionary commitment
%nsform lives and communities, making the value of solidarity tangible and
im

The Sons of Divine Providence. HSBC 69 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5EY
Sort code 40-05-20 Acc No. 11400614 IBAN: GB83HBUK40052011400614
BIC: HBUKGB4107 \



A New Future for St. Rose of Lima
B.U. I ° L. D Academy Nyadorera, Siaya County, Kenya.

SEV Orione 84, we are proud to present the B.U.L.L.D. -
Building Up Infrastructure for
Learning and Development,

an initiative that reflects our
commitment to creating a saferand
more dignified school environment
forthe students of St. Rose of Lima
Academy, located in the village of
Nyadorera, Siaya County, Kenya.

In recent years, St. Rose of Lima
Academy has made significant
progress thanks to the generous
funds provided by Caritas Italiana,
which enabled the construction of
a septic tank. This essential component for human waste management has significantly
improved the school’s sanitary conditions, marking an important first step towards an
ecological and environmentally compliant school environment for over 280 students.

The B.U.L.L.D. project was created
precisely to address the school’s
infrastructure gaps and to transform
St. Rose of Lima Academy into
a center of educational excellence.
Now, thanks to the invaluable
support of Orione Care UK,
we are ready to move to the next
phase: the construction of eight
new restrooms, four for boys and four
for girls. These facilities will further
enhance the students’ well-being and
comfort, providing them with a safe
environment that respects their basic
needs. The intervention has received
a warm response from the students,
school staff, and the entire community.
As one of the teachers shared:

“The construction of the septic tank
was a critical first step. It is reassuring to know that we can provide a healthier and safer
environment, especially for the younger ones.”

&



The students, too, deeply appreciate this
change. A girl said, “Before, using the bathroom
was uncomfortable, but now we have clean
and safe facilities.” These improvements not
only enhance living conditions but also create
an environment where young people can feel
secure and focused on their educational journey.

As SEV Orione 84, we are deeply grateful
to Caritas Italiana and Orione Care UK for
their essential support for this project. We
are confident that, with the contributions of
other supporters, we will continue to improve
the school infrastructure at St. Rose of Lima
Academy, ensuring a safe and quality education
for all our students.

From the Archives

Courtesy of Sons of Divine Providence Archive in Poland.

Here is the photo of Fr. Czestaw Rachota FDP.
He died 14 August 1984

Lost and Found - 40th anniversary of Fr. Czestaw’s death
through Fr. Grzegorz Sikorski FDP, who visited Hampton
Wick community in November, and who contacted the
Polish chaplaincy, we have located the cemetery where
Fr. Czestaw Rachota FDP was buried - Whitworth Road
Cemetery, Swindon. He had served the Catholic Polish
community.In recent years Fr. Joseph Tirello and Fr. John
Perrotta searched in vain when they were alive! 2024
marks the 40th anniversary of Fr. Czestaw’s death which
occurred on the feast of St. Maximillan Kolbe and the eve
of Our Lady of the Assumption, and the eve of my first
profession of vows!

7. Qfephen

Do any of The Bridge magazine readers remember Fr.
Czestaw Rachota? Do let us know.
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An Historical Event

Throughout the Catholic Church in
England, Scotland and Wales New
Lectionaries were blessed for use
during Mass and other liturgical
ceremonies on the first Sunday of
Advent 2024.

They replace those used for the last
50 years.

The blessing of the Advent wreathe
hails the coming of Christ who is Light
and Word for all the world.
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‘Dilexdt nes’ - ‘He Loved Us® =
New Encyclical On Sacred Heart Of Jesus

Oct 24th, 2024

‘Dilexit nos’, Pope Francis’ fourth Encyclical, retraces the tradition and relevance of
thought on “the human and divine love of the heart of Jesus Christ,”’ calling for a
renewal of authentic devotion to avoid forgetting the tenderness of faith, the joy
of serving, and the fervour of mission.

“’He loved us’, Saint Paul says of Christ (cf. Rom 8:37), in order to make us realize that
nothing can ever “separate us” from that love (Rom 8:39)”: Thus begins Pope Francis’
fourth Encyclical, which takes its title from the opening words, Dilexit nos.

The Encyclical is dedicated to the human and divine love of the Heart of Jesus Christ:

“His open heart has gone before us and waits for us, unconditionally, asking only to offer
us His love and friendship,” the Pope writes in the introductory paragraph. “For ‘He
loved us first’ (cf. 1 Jn 4:10). Because of Jesus, ‘we have come to know and believe in the
love that God has for us’ (1 Jn 4:16).”

This encyclical comes as celebrations are underway for the 350th anniversary of the first
manifestation of the Sacred Heart of Jesus to Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque in 1673; the
anniversary celebrations will conclude on 27 June 2025.

Opening with a brief introduction and divided into five chapters, the Encyclical on the
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus incorporates, as announced in June, “the precious
reflections of previous Magisterial texts and a long history that goes back to the Sacred
Scriptures, in order to re-propose today, to the whole Church, this devotion imbued with
spiritual beauty.”

The Pope clarifies that the visions of some saints, particularly devoted to the Heart of
Christ, “are rich sources of encouragement and can prove greatly beneficial,” but “are
not something the faithful are obliged to believe as if they were the Word of God.”

At the same time, he reminds us, along with Pope Pius XII, that this devotion “cannot
be said ‘to owe its origin to private revelations.” Rather, “devotion to Christ’s heart is
essential for our Christian life to the extent that it expresses our openness in faith and
adoration to the mystery of the Lord’s divine and human love” and “in this sense, we can
once more affirm that the Sacred Heart is a synthesis of the Gospel” (83).

The Pope calls for renewing devotion to the Heart of Christ, especially to counter “new
manifestations of a disembodied spirituality” that are multiplying in society (87). It is
essential, he says, to return to “the incarnate synthesis of the Gospel” (90) in the face of

“communities and pastors excessively caught up in external activities, structural reforms
that have little to do with the Gospel, obsessive reorganization plans, worldly projects,
secular ways of thinking and mandatory programmes” (88).

Among the modern devotees, the encyclical first mentions St. Francis de Sales, who
presents his spiritual proposal with “a single heart pierced by two arrows,” (118).

Image: Vatican Media
Source: Vatican News



Under the influence of this spirituality, St Margaret Mary Alacoque recounted the
apparitions of Jesus at Paray-le-Monial, between the end of December 1673 and June
1675. The core of the message conveyed to us can be summed up in the words heard
by St Margaret: “This is the heart that so loved human beings that it has spared nothing,
even to emptying and consuming itself in order to show them its love” (121).

Dilexit nos goes on to speak of St Therese
of Lisieux, who described Jesus as the
One “whose heart beats in unison with my
own” (134); and of her letters to Sister Marie,
which help avoid focusing the devotion to
the Sacred Heart on suffering, “since some
had presented reparation primarily in terms
of accumulating sacrifices and good works.”
Instead, “Therese, for her part, presents
confidence as the greatest and best offering,
pleasing to the heart of Christ” (138).

The experiences of St Faustina Kowalska,
Pope Francis recalled, re-proposed the
devotion “by greatly emphasizing the
glorious life of the risen Lord and his divine
mercy”; and motivated by these reflections,
St John Paul Il also “intimately linked his
reflections on divine mercy with devotion to
the Heart of Christ” (149).

The text concludes with this prayer of Pope
Francis:

“I ask our Lord Jesus Christ to grant that His
Sacred Heart may continue to pour forth the
streams of living water that can heal the
hurt we have caused, strengthen our ability
to love and serve others, and inspire us to
journey together towards a just, solidary and
fraternal world. Until that day when we will rejoice in celebrating together
the banquet of the heavenly kingdom in the presence of the risen Lord, who
harmonizes all our differences in the light that radiates perpetually from his
open heart. May he be blessed forever” (220)

Read the full article here

The Sacred Heart Pleading Photo from Poor Servants of the Mother of God(SMG), Roehampton, for
The Sacred Heart icon in the Chapel. The window is of The Sacred Heart Pleading with the Father/
or the World, also commissioned by Mother Magdalen. The title speaks for itself. This is a rendition

of a painting she designed to be given to the Shrine of the Sacred Heart at St. Helen’s in Liverpool,
England as a thanks offering to Our Lord. The original was presented to the Holy Father, Pope
Leo XIIl, who was entranced with it when he was asked to bless the painting. The sisters had no
recourse but to give it to him. A second copy was made by the original artist for the shrine.




ST JOHN ROBERTS

A CONVERT, A MARTYR, A WELSHMAN

First Prior of St. Gregory’s, Douai
(now Downside Abbey)

b. 1575-6; martyred on the 10th
December, 1610.

t John Robert was the son of John
Sand Anna Roberts of Trawsfynydd,

Snowdonia in  North Wales.He
studied at St. John’s College, Oxford in
February, 1595-6, but left after two years
without taking a degree and entered as
a law student at one of the Inns of Court.
In 1598 he travelled on the continent and
in Paris, through the influence of a Catholic
fellow- countryman, was converted.

In 1599 he was sent to make his novitiate
in the great Abbey of St. Martin at
Compostella where he made his
profession towards the end of 1600.
His studies completed he was ordained
and set out for England on 26th December,
1602. Although followed by a Government
spy, Roberts and his companions managed
to enter the country but, his arrival being
known, he was arrested and banished
on 13th May. He reached Douai in
northern France on the 24th May and soon
managed to return to England where he
laboured assiduously among the plague-
stricken people in London. In 1604, while
embarking for Spain with four postulants
he was again arrested, but not being
recognised as a priest was soon released
and banished, but returned again at once.

This time he was absent for some fourteen
months, nearly all of which he spent
at Douai where he founded a house for
the English Benedictine monks who had
entered various Spanish monasteries.
This was the beginning of the monastery of
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St. Gregory at Douai which still exists as
Downside Abbey today, near Bath, in
England. In October, 1607, Roberts
returned to England, was again arrested
in December and placed in the Gatehouse,
from which he contrived to escape after
some months. He now lived for about
a year in London and was again taken
some time before May, 1609, in which
month he was taken to Newgate prison
and would have been executed but for the
intercession of de la Broderie, the French
ambassador, whose petition reduced the
sentence to banishment. Roberts again
visited Spain and Douai, but returned
to England within a year, knowing that
his death was certain if he were again
captured. This event took place on 2
December, 1610; the pursuivants arriving
just as he was concluding Mass, took him
to Newgate in his vestments. On the 5th
December he was tried and found guilty
under the Act forbidding priests to minister
in England, and on the 10th December was
hanged, drawn, and quartered at Tyburn.
The body of Roberts was recovered
and taken to St. Gregory’s, Douai
but disappeared during the French
Revolution. Two fingers are still preserved
at Downside and Erdington Abbeys
respectively and a few minor relics exist. At
Erdington also is a unique contemporary
engraving of the martyrdom at Tyburn.

The introduction of the cause of beatification
was approved by Leo XlIl in his Decree of 4th
December, 1886. St John Roberts martyrdom
took place on 10th December 1610, but his
feast is kept with the forty martyrs of England
and Wales on the 25th October.



BL. JOHN ROBERTS O.S.B:
MARTYR.




ST THOMAS BECKET. MURDERED ARCHBISHOP

homas Becket was born in London the son of a rich merchant. He became a man

I of great moral stamina and a politician. He was noticed by King Henry Il who made

him chancellor of England, and he quickly assumed the role of the King’s counsellor

and confidant, so much so that when the Archbishop of Canterbury, Theobald of Bec
died in 1161, Henry wanted Thomas to replace him.

He was quickly ordained priest and consecrated Archbishop in 1162. It was here that
the great rift in their friendship began. The new Archbishop gave priority to the spiritual
needs of the faithful rather than the interests of the king, and the king’s desire to control
the clergy through secular courts. When the king tried to imprison him Thomas fled to
France.

A semblance of truce brought Thomas back to England, but he quickly denounced the
bishops who had sided with the king in the signing of the Constitutions of Clarendon.
The famous phrase the king uttered to his knights “Are there none of those eating
my bread who will rid me of this turbulent priest” sent four of them off and he was
murdered, head hacked and brains dashed out on the inner steps of the cathedral. Even
though Becket had been forewarned of the imminent arrival of his murderers he chose
to remain in the cathedral and pray vespers and accept his fate. Before he breathed his
last he said “ | accept death in the name of Jesus and of the Church.

His shrine became famous throughout Europe. Henry, after the speedy canonisation
of Becket by Pope Alexander lll, went and did penance at his tomb and accepted to be
whipped by the monks. Henry VIIl no doubt saw a similarity between his own struggle
with the Pope had the shrine of Becket destroyed and his bones scattered in 1538 and
wanted the name of Becket obliterated.



Philippines Feeding Program

Joint project of Orione Care Ireland and Don Orione Foundation

onOrioneFoundation,Inc.(DOFI),Itwasfoundedin2020tochannelthesocialworks
of Little Work of Divine Providence in Quezon Province. Thevision of the foundation
is to strive to actualize the charism of our inspiring founder, St. Luigi Orione, the
Apostle of Charity. Additionally, DOFI aspired to create a community where the needs of
the children, families, and groups in crisis are met according to the available resources,
and there is an increasing awareness about taking proper care of the environment.

The Don Orione Day Care Center was founed in 2016 by Fr. Martin Mroz’s advocacy
assisting the Bajau community by providing early childhood education to young children.
The programis stillin place today and has benefited young children from impoverished
families in the Dalahican Community. This year, we have 86 students in total for the two
sessions, with one teacher guiding and supervising them. The Day Care Center provides
quality education appropriate for their age, allowing them to appreciate and fall in
enthusiasm for studying at an early age. Furthermore, we aim to help the parents of this
community by teaching these children to play, explore, and experiment while studying
at our center, which can hone and mold the minds of a child, forming the foundation
for them as they grow up and potentially leading to well-rounded individuals in the
future, which is a significant benefit to the community as they will likely contribute to
the development and growth of society.

DOFI caters to various programs that significantly impact the Barangay Dalahican,
Lucena City community. One of those is the Feeding Program, which serves a total of
two hundred and eight beneficiaries consisting of children, students, persons with
disabilities (PWDs), and senior citizens, distributed as follows: Bajau Center with
seventy-two beneficiaries; Dulong Buhangin with fifty beneficiaries; and Don Orione Day
Care Center with eighty-six beneficiaries. We provided a whole meal to beneficiaries in
Dulong Buhangin, Bajau, and Day Care Center. As the face-to-face daily feeding started,



we ensured our beneficiaries’ safety and health by providing them with a nutritious
meal. Most importantly, we were able to continue face-to-face feeding every day with
the assistance and support of our beneficiaries’ parents and volunteers. Additionally,
one of the goals of the feeding program is to reduce child hunger while also improving
the nutritional and cognitive development of each beneficiary which developing in
this program. As a result, there has been a beneficial influence on the beneficiaries’
health and the community since the number of malnourished children decreased in the
community.

The Don Orione Foundation and Orione Care Ireland will be partnering, not only to
continue the service of the Day Care Center, but also to distribute 120 Christmas food
packs, which will include various foods that families can share during the holiday season.
In times of need, we are extremely grateful to Orione Care Ireland for reaching out to us
to provide help and support to the most vulnerable. We will distribute the grocery packs
to all feeding beneficiaries in Dulong Buhangin and Bajau Communities, which will
make them delighted as they celebrate Christmas and welcome the New Year together.

SONS OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE
CONGREGATION-PHILIPPINES
EDUCATION PROGRAM

In a world where access to education can often seem like a privilege rather than a right,
the Sons of Divine Providence Congregation in the Philippines is lighting a path toward
a brighter future for young scholars. With a mission deeply rooted in compassion
and service, this remarkable scholarship program provides much-needed support
for students from elementary to college. Through comprehensive assistance, the
program is transforming the lives of children in Lucena City and Payatas, Quezon City, in
partnership with Don Orione Foundation and Payatas Orione Foundation respectively,
opening doors that might otherwise remain closed.




What sets the Sons of Divine Providence Scholarship Program apart is its holistic
approach to education. The program aims to help children from poor families to have
an opportunity to study in formal schools with quality education. Scholars are equipped
with essential school supplies, shoes, and uniforms to ensure they have the tools
needed to attend school confidently. Additionally, they receive quarterly allowances
to cover the costs of school materials, projects, and transportation, helping to ease the
financial burden on their families.

Beyond academics, the program
fosters the personal growth of
each student. Values formation
is a key component of the
initiative, instilling in scholars
the principles of integrity,
responsibility, and compassion.
Spiritual recollections are held
regularly for both scholars and
their parents, nurturing their
faith, and helping them develop
a deeper sense of purpose and
community.

A CALL FOR SPONSORS

The success of the Scholarship Program relies on the generosity of sponsors. For just
£100 per year for an elementary scholar, sponsors can make a lasting impact on a
scholar’s life. This modest donation covers school supplies, uniforms, tutorials, and
quarterly allowances, ensuring that each child has access to the education they deserve.
By investing in these young minds, sponsors are not only helping to change individual
lives but also uplifting entire communities. The Sons of Divine Providence invites you
to join this mission and contribute to building a brighter future - one scholar at a time.



aimed atimproving educational and social opportunities in the region. Currently, the
center accommodates 25 children from Saint Joseph Island, but the building is too
small, poorlyventilated, and unsuitable foreducational activities. The maingoalis toexpand
thefacility toaccommodate more students, includingthose from the sixsurroundingislands.

T heexpansion projectoftheDonOrioneSocialCentrein Kollam, Kerala,isavitalinitiative

The expansion will involve the construction
of a larger, better-ventilated space with
attached toilets, ensuring a more comfortable
and stimulating environment for learning.
A key aspect of the project is the creation
of a multimedia room, which will serve as
a multifunctional space for study sessions,
cultural events, and oratory activities,
especially on Saturdays. This new space will
help the children develop educational and
cultural skills in a dynamic and welcoming
environment.

Additionally, the project aims to enhance the
empowerment of local women by introducing
sewing courses forwomen from nearby islands,
providing them with practical skills and
opportunities for economic independence.




Thanks to the funding from Orione Care (UK), the project will have a significant impact
on the local community, offering children and women the opportunity to grow in a
safer and more inclusive environment. Access to new educational spaces and training
courses will improve the quality of life and strengthen the social fabric of the community.

We would like to express our sincere thanks to Orione Care (UK) for their essential support.
Their contribution makes it possible to realize a project that addresses urgent needs and
will have a lasting impact, promoting social inclusion, education, and empowerment in
the region. With community support, the Don Orione Social Centre will become a key
reference point for local development.

Additionally, the project aims to enhance the empowerment of local women by introducing
sewing courses for women {(...). Thanks to the funding from Orione Care (UK), the project
will have a significant impact on the local community...




A Sclheel [For Rellugee
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n response to the refugee crisis in Jordan, the Orionine Mission in Zarga has
launched a vital project aimed at improving the living and learning conditions
of children, including those from Iragi and Syrian refugee families. The project
will establish a nursery school that will welcome 120 children, ages 3 to 6, providing
them with the opportunity to receive a quality education in a safe environment.

The war in Irag has caused one of the largest refugee exoduses in recent history, with over
500,000 Iraqgi refugees currently living in Jordan, many of whom are in extreme poverty.
The scarcity of public schools and the inability of private schools to accommodate all
children mean that many are excluded from education. The new nursery school will be
a crucial response to this educational emergency, particularly for refugee children who
oftenlivein overcrowded campsorhousingwithoutaccessto propereducationalfacilities.

The school will be located in premises owned by the Orionine Mission, which has already
obtained approval from the Jordanian Ministry of Education. The project will include
the purchase of modern educational equipment, such as interactive whiteboards
and technological tools to facilitate learning. Additionally, air conditioning systems
will be installed to ensure a comfortable learning environment for the children.

We would like to express
our heartfelt gratitude to
Orione Care UK for their
unwavering support of this
initiative, which makes
it possible to realize this
project and offer a brighter
future to the children of
Zarga and the refugees who
find shelter there. Without
their commitment, this
dream would not have been
possible.




With the opening of the nursery school, the children of Zarqa, along with young Iragi and
Syrian refugees, will have the opportunity to grow in a stimulating, safe, and dignified
environment, contributing to the building of a more inclusive and compassionate society.

* THE DON ORIONE}{1000/CLUB
Lottery Enrollmg Now!

The;draw;takesjplacelonithelEIR: i FRIDAY’of/each[calendarymonth’
Almembeyis allm}ved to'take up as many/numbersiasishe/helwishes:
Eachjnumber/costs £1 00/per; month Howjmanyiwouldiyoui|like?,

A Y

To)join) contavﬂ: FriStephen|Beale;jPromoter,iDon(Orione1000/Club)

You will'be'sent:aiformito/complete’andon|receiptiof payment;youlwillbe notified/of,the
number(s)lwhichlhavelbeenfallocated|to)youlinitheimonthly/draw.
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Our Book of Remembrance is dedicated to the Benefactors and Friends of the Sons of Divine Providence

If you wish your name or that of any
person, living or deceased, to be
inscribed in this Book, please fill in
the form below. All those inscribed
in the book share in the prayers and
Masses offered daily by the Sons of
Divine Providence. Cheques, POs
should be made payable to The Sons
of Divine Providence.

Name to be inscribed:

Please accept my OFFERING of: £

Name of donor (Mr.Mrs.Miss)

Address:x

Mass Offerings

Mass intentions will be celebrated at Hampton Wick.
Please make cheques payable to the Sons of Divine Providence.

Cheque enclosed for: £

Mass to be offered for:

Please tick appropriate box:

| |Birthday | |Special Intention

| |RIP | | Get Well | |Thanksgiving

Name:

Address:

D Please acknowledge my offering DNO acknowledgement required

&



Please Donate

to our work!

The Sons of Divine Providence

Donation

If you are a basic rate tax payer, please fill in the Gift Aid Declaration form below.
This will enable us to claim back the tax and make your donation go even further

| enclose a donation of:

Name:
Address:
Gift Aid Declaration
For past, present and future donations
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all I confirm | have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and / or Capi-
qualifying gifts of money made tal Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to
the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports
D Today Clubs (CASCs) that | donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year.
I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify.
D In the past 4 years | understand the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that | gave
up to 5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that | give on
D In Future or after 6 April 2008.

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply

Donors Details

Titlee____ FirstName: Surname:
Full Address:

Postcode:

Date: Signature:

Please notify the Sons of Divine Providence if you:
» Want to change this declaration « Change your name or home address « No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/ or capital gains

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include
all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code




We must have a great charity. We must, however, begin to pr.
- to cultivate it within our Institutions which must beco
“Nemo dat quod non habet” - No one can give what he does

We can serve God and His Church's cause only if there is g
and works. We shall not influence men's minds, convert t
our Church without great charity and sacrifice in our own

Without charity, we would have no apostles, no martyrs,
Without charity we would not have the priesthood, whic
divine garden wherein must flower and bloom His divi
spirit of God - the spirit of heavenly charity - that must pr
in the young the desire for holy religion's vocations and a
the priests of the future.

N

For more information:

Phone or write to Fr Stephen Beale Phone or wri
Tel: 0044 20 8977 2986 Tel: 00 44 7385 666 586 -
E-mail: sheale@orionecare.org E-mail:martinmroz77@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 00 44 20 8092 2720
E-mail: info@orionecare.org
www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org

Don Orione World updates:
www.donorione.org
Click on English edition
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