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“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

“All we are saying is give peace a chance!” When John Lennon and Yoko Ono released their
song in 1969, did they think that our hearts would still be singing, “give peace a chance” in 2026?
They sang about the Vietnam War - but many battles have been fought in many countries since
John and Yoko sang, “All we are saying is give peace a chance.” The media often overflows with
“wars and rumours of wars” and we feel helpless to do anything beyond praying that warring
factions and governments will “give peace a chance”. Yet we all know that many conflicts could
end if only some people thought of justice and peace rather than their personal power, influence
and wealth.

Peace Day calls us to remember our shared human longing for peace in our world, our
communities and our hearts. We might remember words from Simon and Garfunkel’Pete Seeger’s
song, “Last Night | Had the Strangest Dream”. When the world agreed to put an end to war and
to never fight again, people “all joined hands and bowed their heads and grateful prayers were
prayed”. Please God, that day will come soon!

In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist sees Jesus and declares, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world!” He doesn’t say, “Look at this great teacher,” or, “Here comes a
mighty king.” Instead, he says something much deeper: he says, “Behold the Lamb of God” - in
other words, stop and think about the human Jesus. John is inviting us to see with the eyes of faith,
to recognise Jesus’ identity — and what he reveals about God.

Jesus reveals that God conquers the world, not through violence but through love. God does
not forcefully impose peace, but instead gently and compassionately brings peace by healing
the root of our unrest - sin. When John says Jesus “takes away the sin of the world,” he includes
the sin — the deep division, hatred, injustice, and selfishness that afflict our world. Jesus, the Lamb
of God, enters that darkness, not with weapons but with mercy. He embodies reconciliation and
the peace that only God can give.

John identifies Jesus and declares that he also saw the Spirit descending like a dove — a symbol
of peace — upon Jesus. This is the same Holy Spirit we received in baptism, who calls us to be
people of peace. If we are truly to behold the Lamb of God, we must also follow him on the path
of peace - not passively, but actively. We must choose forgiveness over revenge, dialogue over
division, compassion over condemnation. We must recognise the dignity of every person,
especially those who are vulnerable, marginalised, strangers — and even our enemies.



Peace Day is a call to act. When we behold the Lamb of God, we are changed and become
ambassadors of peace — not because we are perfect, but because we carry the peace of Christ
within us. In a world torn by war, injustice and anxiety, the Lamb of God is among us through the
Eucharist, through the Word, and through one another. Let us not miss him in our churches and in
the faces of people who are poor, refugees, marginalised and perhaps forgotten. May we
courageously point to Jesus with our words and our lives. May others, seeing us, come to know the
Lamb who takes away the sin of the world and brings the peace that goes beyond all our
understanding.

Peace Day is also a commissioning. We are sent, like John, to point others to the Lamb and to
be peacemakers in our homes, parishes and workplaces; to speak words that heal, to act with
justice, to live with compassion — to become “instruments of peace.”

Peace has no “quick fixes” because “peace” is far more than simply an absence of conflict. It
means seeing each person with God’s eyes; as incredibly lovable, precious and beautiful. It is
cultivated and grows in the soil of prayer, watered by forgiveness, nourished by community. Peace
is fragile and easily broken by pride, resentment, greed or fear. But the Lamb of God walks with us
and does not abandon us to our own efforts. We have his grace, his example - and his Holy Spirit.
Let us lay down our weapons, whether of words or attitudes. Let us seek reconciliation where there
is division. Let us build bridges instead of walls. Let us be people of peace, not just in theory, but in
practice.

© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A1, 2025-26, adapted

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week.

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church)
Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish.

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH
First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass.
First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm.
ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH

Every 1st and 39 Sunday, we have teas and coffees in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea
and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and
conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee! ®

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4 Sunday: Church Cleaning.

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children
SOFTTOYS ONLY

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with
you and used in the bins at home.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUPPORT OUR PARISH HALL RENEWAL /i,

A second collection will be held on January 25th & February 1st, 2026, to fund new chairs and a
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safe trolley stand for our parish hall.

Your kind contribution will directly enhance our comfort, safety, and fellowship for years to come.
Every donation, large or small, brings us closer to this shared goal. & @

Thank you for your generous support and for helping us build a more welcoming home for all.

FUNDRAISING

We have received an initial professional quotation of £50,000 for the necessary replacement of
the church windows. As part of good stewardship and diocesan practice, we are seeking
additional quotations from suitably qualified specialists.

If anyone is able to recommend a contractor with appropriate experience in window work, please
contact any member of the Parish Council or Father Sidon.

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church.

Palm Crosses. Please bring in your old Palm Crosses so that we can burn them for ashes to use on
Ash Wednesday. You will find a basket in the narthex.

Caritas Vouchers and Assistance Scheme. This parish is part of the Caritas Westminster scheme. If
you, or anyone you know, needs support, please get in touch with Lee Gibson, Caritas
Representative, on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com. All requests will be dealt with
in confidence.

Mass Intentions. If you wish to book a Mass, please drop your infention envelope in the offertory
collection box at the back of the church or through the presbytery letterbox. If you can make your
Mass offering under Gift Aid, please use the new blue donation envelopes.

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a
child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia
Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan
Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeqguarding@rcdow.org.uk

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: hitps://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

PLEASE PRAY
For all the sick and housebound in our parish.
For the Religious men and women living and working in the Upper Thames Deanery.

For the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that: Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be
nourishnment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more
fraternal and missionary church.
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Sun 18t

Mon 19t
Tues 20t
Wed 21st
Fri 23rd

Sat  24th
Sun 25t

Mass Intentions 11t - 18t Jan 2026

2nd Sunday in the OT
(Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm
10.30 am
06.00 pm
06.00 pm
09.30 am
06.00 pm

06.00 pm

3rd Sunday in the OT
10.30 am

Thanksgiving Mass — Amanda Periera

Thanksgiving Mass — Tina Leitao

Anna Maureen Sedenio — Arceo - RIP
Jennifer Sedenio - RIP

Thanksgiving Mass - Kyler Leon Fernandes 15t B'day

This Sunday’s readings, 18t Jan - 2nd Sunday in the Ordinary Time
Isaiah 49: 3,5-6; 1 Corinthians 1: 1-3; John 1:29-34

Next Sunday’s readings 25t Jan - 34 Sunday in the Ordinary Time
Isaiah 9: 1b-4; 1 Corinthians 1: 10-13, 17; Matthew 4: 12-23

Pope Leo XIV’'s Tweet Message: “Jesus calls us fo be His friends; let us not leave this invitation
unheeded. Let us welcome and care for this relationship. We will discover that our friendship with
God is our salvation.” #GeneralAudience Click HERE

09t Jan 2026

January is dedicated to

HOLY NAME OF JESUS ‘
“In the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those that are in B

most worthy of all love. He who calls Jesus his friend can be assured | | Al LAl \ :
that this friend is the most devoted and unselfish of all friends. Jesus is - \\

. . . WdRD
our all. In His name, we may pray to the Father with assurance of being S 2A

heard. In His name, the Church administers all her sacraments.


https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/audiences/2026/documents/20260114-udienza-generale.html

