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2nd Sunday of Christmas 

04th January 2026 
 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:5) 
 

Have you ever thought that the time of year and the place we live influence how we celebrate 

the Church’s seasons, how we pray, what we sing, and so on? Christmas is a good example. We 

don’t know the exact time of year Jesus was born, but the early Church thought it was 25 

December. Pope Julius I, confirmed it in 336, and, aside from some TV channels that start showing 

Christmas movies in June, we’re not likely to change it. Pope Julius lived in Rome, in the Northern 

Hemisphere, where December days are shorter and nights are longer. The further north you go in 

Europe and Asia, the colder the winters become. This affects how we celebrate Christmas. In the 

north, snow scenes are everywhere. A carol sings of the bleak mid-winter, where earth is hard as 

iron and water like a stone, a description that doesn’t fit Bethlehem, with its December average 

low of 8⁰C. And while Good King Wenceslas and his page trudge through the snowy wastes, good 

Christians in the Southern Hemisphere might celebrate the Feast of Stephen at the pool or on the 

beach in the blazing sun.  

We can learn a great deal by looking at Christmas cards from various countries. Santa Claus is 

everywhere in what we might call the non-religious cards. In South Africa, Santa sits under a 

baobab tree, which looks as if it’s planted upside down, with its roots in the air. It’s decorated with 

baubles, and a giraffe walks by. In the USA, Santa’s suit might be the Stars and Stripes, and he 

waves the flag. In Australia, Santa rides his surfboard while Rudolf makes sandcastles on the 

beach. One charming religious card, made by children in Australia, is a silhouette of a Nativity 

scene where the star over the stable is replaced by the four stars of the Southern Cross. Bethlehem 

is now truly in Oz. 

But wherever we are, the Christmas celebrations do come to an end. I don’t mean that as a 

killjoy but rather as a live-joy. The delights of Christmas can help us look deeper to find, as St 

Richard of Chichester wrote in his prayer, the deep joy of knowing our Lord more clearly, loving 

him more dearly and following him more nearly. In today’s Gospel, St John sums up the most 

profound thoughts in only a few words. In one sentence, he writes of Jesus, “All things came to be 

through him, and without him nothing came to be.” That sentence echoes through the whole of 

creation. It’s true that Jesus was born at a certain time in history, but the tiny baby in the crib isn’t 

the result of creation but the reason for creation itself. In short, without Jesus Christ there would be 

no creation.  

At Easter we’ll rejoice that the baby who warmed our hearts this Christmas becomes a man who 

dies to take away the sin of the world by rising from that death to glory. When I put the grains of 

incense into the Easter Candle, I’ll repeat the prayer which echoes what St John told us: “Christ 
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yesterday and today; the Beginning and the End; the Alpha and the Omega. All time belongs to 

him, and all the ages. To him be glory and power through every age and forever. Amen.” And in 

a few minutes, when we say the Creed, we’ll declare that this is indeed what we believe. It too 

echoes the same profound declaration of St John, “I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ... Through 

him all things were made.”  

And this same Lord will soon come to us in this Mass. In the words of St Francis of Assisi, “O 

sublime humility! O humble sublimity! The Lord of the universe, God and the Son of God, so 

humbles himself that for our salvation he hides himself under an ordinary piece of bread... Hold 

back nothing of yourselves for yourselves, that he who gives himself totally to you may receive 

you totally.”  
© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A1, 2025-26, adapted 

 

 

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week. 
 

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church) 

Monthly standing order £400.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish. 
 

 

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH 
 

First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm. 
 

ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
 

Every 1st and 3rd Sunday, we have teas and coffees in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea 

and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and 

conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee!        
 

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning. 
 

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children 

SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with 

you and used in the bins at home. 
 

 

       HAPPY NEW YEAR 2026, DEAR PARISHIONERS!                 
 

As we step into this New Year, our hearts are filled with profound gratitude to God 

for His endless grace.                      I extend my deepest thanks to you—for your unwavering 

help, steadfast support, and dedicated service to our parish community.     Your 

generous donations have been the foundation that sustains and grows our shared 

mission.               

May God bless you and your families abundantly in the year ahead.     

Together, let’s continue to build a community rooted in faith, hope, and love. 
 

 

       Join us in honouring St. Joseph Vaz!        
A special Holy Mass for his Feast Day will be held at St David’s Church, Stanwell (TW19 7EE). 

                Date: Thursday, 8th January 2026;         Time: 5.00 pm 
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All parishioners and friends are warmly invited to gather in prayer and celebration.                                            . We give 

thanks for his inspiring life and ask for his intercession. All are welcome—let’s celebrate together in 

faith and fellowship. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Monthly Coffees Sunday, 4th January. Please do go through to the parish hall for a cup of tea or 

coffee after 10.30 am Mass this Sunday. 
 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE AND LEND A HAND!              

Next Saturday, 10th January 2026, at 10.30 am, we’ll be taking down and carefully storing all our 

festive decorations.                 The Parish Council and all our members warmly invite you to join in—

many hands make light work!          

Let’s work together to preserve the magic safely for our next celebration.             Looking forward to 

seeing you there! 
 

Caritas Vouchers and Assistance Scheme. This parish is part of the Caritas Westminster scheme. If 

you, or anyone you know, needs support, please get in touch with Lee Gibson, Caritas 

Representative, on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com. All requests will be dealt with 

in confidence. 
 

Mass Intentions. If you wish to book a Mass, please drop your intention envelope in the offertory 

collection box at the back of the church or through the presbytery letterbox. If you can make your 

Mass offering under Gift Aid, please use the new blue donation envelopes. 
 

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a 

child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia 

Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan 

Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk 
 

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY 
 

For all the sick and housebound in our parish.  
 

For the Religious men and women living and working in the Upper Thames Deanery. 
 

For the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that: Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be 

nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more 

fraternal and missionary church. 
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Mass Intentions 04th – 11th Jan 2026 
 

Sun 04th 2nd Sunday of Christmas 

       (Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm  

     10.30 am  

Mon 05th    06.00 pm Lourenço Caetano Sequeira – RIP 

Tues 06th Epiphany of the Lord 

     07.00 pm Joe D’Mello – RIP 

       Thanksgiving Mass – Dona Sajan (Personal Intention) 

Wed 07th    09.30 am Joe and Angelo Menezes – RIP 

Fri 09th     06.00 pm  

Sat 10th     06.00 pm  

Sun 11th The Baptism of the Lord 

     10.30 am  
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, 04th Jan – 2nd Sunday of Christmas 

Sirach 24: 1-2, 8-12; Ephesians 1: 3-6, 15-18; John 1: 1-18 

Next Sunday’s readings 11th Jan – The Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7; Acts 10; 34-38; Matthew 3: 13-17 
 

 

Pope Leo XIV’s Tweet Message: “On this World Day, let us all #praytogether for #peace: first, 

among nations bloodied by conflict and suffering, but also within our homes, in families wounded 

by violence or pain. Certain that Christ, our hope, is the sun of justice that never sets, let us 

confidently implore the intercession of Mary, Mother of God and Mother of the Church.  

@vaticanIHD” CLICK HERE 
01st Jan 2026 

 

 

January is dedicated to  

HOLY NAME OF JESUS 
 

“In the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those that are in 

heaven, on earth and under the earth” (Phil 2:10). Christ’s name is 

chosen in heaven. The Angel Gabriel announces it when he informs the 

Blessed Virgin of the incarnation: “Behold thou shalt conceive in thy 

womb and shalt bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus”. 

The name of Jesus is the sweetest of all names, and He who bears it is 

most worthy of all love. He who calls Jesus his friend can be assured 

that this friend is the most devoted and unselfish of all friends. Jesus is 

our all. In His name, we may pray to the Father with assurance of being 

heard. In His name, the Church administers all her sacraments. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/peace/documents/20251208-messaggio-pace.html

