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Baptism of the Lord 

11th January 2026 
 

“This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him.” 
 

At a graduation ceremony, a father in the audience stands, visibly emotional, as his child walks 

across the stage to receive their degree. As the applause rings out, he turns to those near him and 

says with pride, “That’s my child.” It’s a small sentence, but it carries the weight of years of sacrifice, 

hope, encouragement – and love. 

To be named in love is one of the most powerful experiences a human being can have. It’s a 

moment of deep affirmation, of being seen and valued. Whether it comes from a parent, a mentor 

or a friend, being named and claimed in love tells us: “You matter. You belong.” 

But not everyone hears those words in life. Many people move through their days wondering if 

they are seen or valued at all. For them, words of affirmation are not just welcome; they are deeply 

healing. And so, when we hear the Father’s voice over Jesus in today’s Gospel – “This is my Son, 

the Beloved” – we are not only witnessing something about Jesus; we are being reminded of the 

power of being named and loved. 

Matthew’s Gospel tells us that Jesus comes to John at the Jordan, asking to be baptised. John 

hesitates – he knows Jesus has no sin to repent of – but Jesus insists. “Leave it like this for the time 

being,” he says, “it is fitting that we should do this to fulfil all righteousness.” 

Jesus enters the water to identify with us in our humanity. By choosing to be baptised alongside 

ordinary people, Jesus chooses to stand with us, not above us. He steps into the muddy waters of 

the Jordan to show that no part of human life is beneath the presence of God. In choosing to 

stand with sinners, Jesus sets the tone for his entire ministry: he will always be found among the 

broken, the searching and the lost. 

As Jesus comes up from the water, the heavens open. The Spirit descends upon him, and the 

voice of the Father declares: “This is my beloved Son..” This is a moment of revelation. It tells us 

who Jesus is – the Son of God – and what he has come to do. 

The other readings reinforce this identity and mission, and what links these passages together is 

the gentleness of the mission of the one who comes to serve. Jesus does not begin with spectacle. 

He begins with service. He does not assert power; he expresses compassion. The Spirit empowers 

him, not to dominate, but to heal. The Father’s love is not just affirmation: it is a sending forth. The 

baptism is the beginning of Jesus’ mission, not the end of a private revelation. 

Through our own baptism, we are joined to Christ. We, too, are anointed with the Spirit. And the 

voice from heaven speaks to us as well: “You are my beloved.” That voice is not a one-time event. 

It is the foundation of our identity as Christians, and that is our deepest identity. As the American 

poet Maya Angelou said, “Don’t you know who I am? I’m a child of God!” But baptism also comes 

with responsibility. Like Jesus, we are called not simply to believe, but to live the Gospel – to go 

about “doing good”. The servant in Isaiah brings justice not through shouting, but by lifting the 

crushed and freeing those who are bound captive. That is our calling too. 

In a world where many feel unseen or forgotten, our task is to embody God’s gentleness and 

mercy. And how do we help others know they are beloved? Sometimes, the most Christ-like thing 

ST DAVID’s RC CHURCH 

64, Everest Road, Stanwell, 

Staines upon Thames, TW19 7EE 

Tel: 01784 252230 

e-Mail: stanwellparish@rcdow.org.uk 

WWW: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/stanwell/ 
 

This parish is part of the Westminster Catholic Diocese Trustee Charity No: 233699 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Sidon Sagar 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Shenda Holmes 

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 



2 

we can do is simply to notice someone, to affirm their dignity, to include them, or to speak a word 

of encouragement. In this way, we are sent to love, to heal, to welcome and to serve. The Spirit 

that descended on Jesus at his baptism is the same Spirit that lives in us and sends us forth. As we 

begin a new year, this feast invites us to begin again from the waters of our baptism. To remember 

that we are God’s beloved children. And to live in such a way that others might know, through us, 

that they are loved too. 
 

© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A1, 2025-26, adapted 
 

 

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week. 
 

Christmas Vigil and Day Collection was £1214.63 

Holy Family Sunday was Envelopes £34.00 and Loose Plate £259.65 

2nd Sunday of Christmas was Envelopes £23.00 and Loose Plate £350.77 
 

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church) 

Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish. 
 

 

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH 
 

First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm. 
 

ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
 

Every 1st and 3rd Sunday, we have teas and coffees in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea 

and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and 

conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee!        
 

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning. 
 

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children 

SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with 

you and used in the bins at home. 
 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELPING HANDS!                         
 

Dear Parish Family, 
 

With hearts full of gratitude, we extend our sincerest thanks to each of you who joined us this past 

Saturday. Your presence and willing hands turned the task of taking down our festive decorations 

into a beautiful moment of fellowship and shared stewardship.              
 

Together, we carefully stored away the symbols of our Christmas joy, preserving their magic for 

celebrations to come. It was a living testament to our community’s strength—where many hands 

truly do make light work, and every act of service becomes a prayer of care for our spiritual home. 

               . 
 

May God bless you and your families abundantly for the kindness you bring to our parish 

community. With gratitude and every blessing. 
- The Parish Council & Community. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUPPORT OUR PARISH HALL RENEWAL                      
 

A second collection will be held on January 25th & February 1st, 2026, to fund new chairs and a 

safe trolley stand for our parish hall. 

Your kind contribution will directly enhance our comfort, safety, and fellowship for years to come. 

Every donation, large or small, brings us closer to this shared goal.         

Thank you for your generous support and for helping us build a more welcoming home for all. 
 

Monthly Coffees Sunday, next Sunday after 10.30 am Mass. 
 

PAX CHRISTI. Next Sunday, 18th January, is Peace Sunday, when we are invited to support the work 

of Pax Christi, which is based on the gospel and inspired by faith. The vision of Pax Christi is a world 

where people can live in peace, without fear of violence in all its forms. Rooted in Catholic 

Christianity, they work with all who share their values to abolish war and create communities of 

peace and justice. You will find the small white donation envelopes in the narthex. Please place 

in the offertory collection bags at Mass next weekend or post through the Presbytery letterbox. 
 

Caritas Vouchers and Assistance Scheme. This parish is part of the Caritas Westminster scheme. If 

you, or anyone you know, needs support, please get in touch with Lee Gibson, Caritas 

Representative, on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com. All requests will be dealt with 

in confidence. 
 

Mass Intentions. If you wish to book a Mass, please drop your intention envelope in the offertory 

collection box at the back of the church or through the presbytery letterbox. If you can make your 

Mass offering under Gift Aid, please use the new blue donation envelopes. 
 

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a 

child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia 

Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan 

Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk 
 

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY 
 

For all the sick and housebound in our parish.  
 

For the Religious men and women living and working in the Upper Thames Deanery. 
 

For the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that: Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be 

nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more 

fraternal and missionary church. 
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Mass Intentions 11th – 18th Jan 2026 
 

Sun 11th The Baptism of the Lord 

       (Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm  

     10.30 am Souls of John and Nan Huntley – RIP 

Mon 12th    06.00 pm  

Tues 13th    06.00 pm  

Wed 14th    09.30 am Thanksgiving Mass – Benedict Periera’ B’day 

Fri 16th     06.00 pm  

Sat 17th     06.00 pm Thanksgiving Mass – Amanda Periera 

Sun 18th 2nd Sunday in the OT 

     10.30 am  
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, 11th Jan – The Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7; Acts 10; 34-38; Matthew 3: 13-17 

Next Sunday’s readings 18th Jan – 2nd Sunday in the Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 49: 3,5-6; 1 Corinthians 1: 1-3; John 1:29-34 
 

 

Pope Leo XIV’s Tweet Message: “War is back in vogue, and a zeal for war is spreading. The 

principle established after the Second World War, which prohibited nations from using force to 

violate the borders of others, has been completely undermined. #Peace is no longer sought as a 

gift and a desirable good in itself. Instead, peace is sought through weapons as a condition for 

asserting one’s own dominion. This gravely threatens the rule of law, which is the foundation of all 

peaceful civil coexistence.” Click HERE 
09th Jan 2026 

 

 

January is dedicated to  

HOLY NAME OF JESUS 
 

“In the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those that are in 

heaven, on earth and under the earth” (Phil 2:10). Christ’s name is 

chosen in heaven. The Angel Gabriel announces it when he informs the 

Blessed Virgin of the incarnation: “Behold thou shalt conceive in thy 

womb and shalt bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus”. 

The name of Jesus is the sweetest of all names, and He who bears it is 

most worthy of all love. He who calls Jesus his friend can be assured 

that this friend is the most devoted and unselfish of all friends. Jesus is 

our all. In His name, we may pray to the Father with assurance of being 

heard. In His name, the Church administers all her sacraments. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2026/january/documents/20260109-corpo-diplomatico.html

